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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 



John Ashburnham^ whose Narrative is now for 
the first time made publiek, was the eldest son 
of sir John Ashbumham^ by his marriage with 
Elizabeth^ ^daughter of sir Thomas Beaumont; 
and was bom in the year 1603. 

To relate the little, which is known of his pri- 
vate life, would neither gratify curiosity, nor excite 
interest. The following Notices will therefore be 
confined to such few facts and dates, as may in 
some sort connect his personal biography with the 
general history of the times, in which he lived. 

In 1628, Ashbumham was first appointed a 
groom of the bedchamber to king Charles the 
first. This is discovered in the third volume of 
"^ Original Letters illustrative of English History,** 
edited by Mr. Ellis> now most worthily the priu^ 
cipal librarian to the British Museum. 

In a letter of Joseph Mead's dated Nov. 1st, 
1628, it is mentioned that ^^ young Ashbumham 
'* the duke's nephew is sworn into the place of sir 

VOL. II. B 
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2 BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF 

^^ Ralph Clare." The duke of Buckingham is here 
meant^ who had been assassinated on the 23d of 
August. But the calling Ashbumham the duke's 
nephew* is a mistake. He was however^ though 
less nearly^ related to the duke ; whote mother 
was^ also^ of the above-mentioned most antient 
and distinguished family of the Beaumonts of 
Leicestershire. 

But it appears firom other documents that Ash- 
bumham must for some time previous have been 
well known to the king: because a letter of his 
majesty's to the duke^ when engaged in the disas- 
trous expedition to the Isle de Rh^^ dated October 
1627, commences with — ^^ I have received your 
" letter by Jack Ashbumham." And another — 
^^ Since I have understood by Jack Ashbumham.''^' 
This already established familiarity accords well 
with the noble Historian's character of the king, 
^^ that he saw and observed men long before he 
^^ received them about his person," 

In 1640 he was returned for Hastings : and in 
the earlier sessions of the ^^ long parliament" seems 
to have been no inactive member : his name fre- 
quently occurring as on committees, and some- 

* Lord Clarendon says^ that Ashbumham had been servant 
to the duke ; but without specifying whether in^ or out^ of 
livery. Contin. of Life^ vol. ii. p. 224. 

t These letters are in the Harleian collection^ and have been 
published in the late earl of Hardwick*s State Papers. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JOHN ASHBURNHAM* 3 

times as a teller on divisions. There is no trace 
of his ever having spoken. That he was however 
an able reporter of speeches^ we have the autho- 
rity of lord Clarendon. For surely^ when we are 
told^ that the peculiar excellence of sir John 
Colepepper was, that " being of an universal Hist volu. 
^^ understanding, a quick comprehension, and a 
^^ wonderful memory^ he <;ommonly spoke at the 
^ end of a debate : when he would recollect all, 
^^ that had been said of wdght on all sides with 
^^ great exactness, and express his own sense with 
'^ much clearness ; and such an application to the 
'^ house, that no man more gathered a general 
^^ c<Micurrence to his opinion, than he/* And when 
we are farther told that ^^ his greatest advantage Life, Toi.i. 
^^ was, that he had an entire confidence and friend- 
^^ ship with Mr. John Ashbumham ; who, being a 
'^ member of the house, was always ready to report 
'^ the service, he did his majesty there, as advan- 
^^ tageously, as the business would bear," a deci* 
sive proof is given of no mean talent. ^^ Chi non 
^^ sa far bene da se, non potr^ mai servirsi bene 
" delle cose d' altri ;''— is a recorded saying of the 
great Michael Angelo. In Shakspeare*s opinion, 

A jest*s prosperity lies in the ear 

Of him^ that hears it ^ never in the tongue 

Of him^ that makes it. 

And it is clear, that, to the same cause, lord Cla- 
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4 BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF 

rendon mainly attributes the prosperity of jsir 
John Colepepper^ as well as that of his speeches. 

In 1642 (Commons' Journals^ April 18th) he 
was summoned to attend the business of the 
house/ and (May 6th) it was ordered that he be 
proceeded against for contempt. On whidi the 
king wrote a letter to the Commons. 

In 1643 (6th February.) " Discharged and dis- 
" abled from being any longer a member of that 
*^ house, for being in the king's quarters^ and 
^^ adhering to that party.** 

14th September. It was *^ ordered^ that his 
'^^ estate be forthwith sequestered." 

In 1644 he was appointed one of the commis- 
sioners at the treaty of Uxbridge. 

In 1645, one of four commissioners, with the 
duke of Richmond, earl of Southampton and 
Geffry Palmer, proposed to be sent by the king 
with propositions to the parliament, ^^whicb his 
'^ majesty is confident will be the foundation of a 
^^ happy and well grounded peace." (Lords* 
Journals, December 8th.) 

Named among those to whom the king is willing^ 
to commit the great trust of the militia. (Lords* 
Journals, December 29.) 

In 1646, March 2d. Employed by the king in 
an application to sir Henry Vane the younger. 
The letters are given in sir Edward Nicholas's 
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JOHN ASHBURNHAM* S 

papers, edited by Mr. Bray: as they had before 
been by Dr. Birch in his preface to Hammond's 
letters. 

April 26th, a commissioner mth the earls of 
Southampton and Lindsay and sir W. .Fleetwood, 
to treat for the surrender of Woodstock house to 
the parliament. (Whitelock's Memorials, p. 202.) 

April 27th. Left Oxford in attendance on the 
king to the Scots^ army at Newark. 

May 6th* ^^ Ordered to be sent up as a delin-* 
^* quent for attending the king to the Scots' army. 
(Commons* Journals.) 

May 16th. Escaped from Newcastle. (See Dr- 
Hudson's examination before the deputy mayor 
and others, justices of the peace. Peck's Desi- 
derata Curiosa.) 

1647. June or July. Returned to the king. 
November 11th. Attended the king in his 

escape from Hampton Court. 

November 15th. ^^ Ordered to be seized as a 
*^ delinquent by the Serjeant at arms.** 

1648. January 1st. Dismissed from serving 
the king at the Isle of Wight. (Whitelock and 
Rushworth.) ^ 

May 19th. Seized and committed to Windsor 
Castle. (Commons* Journals.) 
August 17th. Exchanged for sir W. Massam. 
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6 BIOGEAPHICAL MOT1CB8 OF 

Aagogt aOth. Denied fiberty to attend at the 
treaty of Newport. 

October ISth. Hie king was deared by the 
parliament's conmusnoners^ to grant his royal 
assent to an act declaring certain delinqaents^ 
who shall expect no pardim. Among these John 
Ashbnmham^ Esq. has the honour to be included. 
(Commons* Jonmals.) 

After reading over the list of the commissioners 
at Uxbridge, it is not possible to suppose, that the 
name of Ashbumham should be found in it, if he 
had not in some degree been honoured with the 
good opinion, and even the consideration, of the 
most respectable among his contemporaries in 
point of rank, talent and merit: or that those, 
who were ministers of state, espedally the inflexi- 
ble sir Edward Hyde, should so obsequiously 
have complied with royal weakness, in&tuation, 
and caprice, as not to have remonstrated, and 
protested against the humiliating admisaon, as 
thdr colleague, of a worthless &yorite. 

A similar observation may be not less fairly 
made, on the occurrence of the same name among 
those of the persons of highest not^ in the two 
houses of parliament, as well as in the king's 
council of state, to whom ^^ his majesty declared 
'^ himself willing to commit the great trust of the 
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JOHN ASHBURNHAM. 7 

'^ militia*" — ^^ supposing^ that these are persons^ 
^^ against whom no just exception can be taken."* 

The well authenticated facts,— 1st, of the order 
for his apprehension ; 2nd, that of his being driven 
from the king's service ; 3rd, of his commitm^it a 
prisoner to Windsor Castle ; 4th, of the reluctance 
to exchange him ; and 5th, of his being the only 
one of all those (46 in number) named by the 
king to attend him at the treaty of Newport, to 
whom permission was refused, have already been 
opposed to lord Clarendon's assertion, as unquali- 
fied, as unauthorized, that Ashbumham '^ was not 
'^ afterwards called in question for being instru- 
*^ mental in the king's going away from Hampton 
" Court." To these may now be added, 6thly, 
that pi his being named in the act, to which the 
king's assent was then desired, declaring who 
were ^^ the delinquents, who shall expect no 
" pardon." 

1660. At the restoration of king Charles the 
second to the throne, Ashbumham was restored 
to that place in the royal bedchamber, which he 
had held during the last twenty years of the pre- 
ceding reign. A sufficient proof, that the son, 
^^ satisfied that there had been no treasonable 
" contrivance" had adopted the conviction of the 
father, " who" (as lord Clarendon further says) 
^^was known to have had to the last a clear 
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8 BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF 

'^ opinion of his affection and integrity.'* And this 
proof is in the estimation of his descendant the 
more valuable and gratifying^ because imaccom- 
panied by any testimony of an hereditary predilec- 
tion or partiality. In truth there are many obvi- 
ous reasons^ besides the disparity of age^ why the 
distinguished favourite of king Charles the first, 
€Ould never be much in the good graces of king 
Chp.rles the second. : 

In the same year Ashbumham was unanimously 
elected one of the representatives in parliament 
for the county of Sussex. At that time, when the 
great majority of the whole nation was, (to use a 
modem phrase,) ultra-royalist, the freeholders of 
that county, where the last ineffectual efforts of 
loyalty had beeu made,* could hardly have been 
among the ^^ most men,** who *^ did believe, that 
^* there was treason in the contrivance'* of the 
king's ^^ unhappy peregrination ;" which " led to 
^^ so fatal an end." Unless indeed subsequently 
aware of their error, and actuated by remorse, 
they resolved on affording the best amends for 
this unworthy suspicion by the most unequivocal 
public manifestation of esteem and confidence. 
But however maarked their constitutional attach- 
ment to the throne, it does not follow, that they 
should have deemed their interests best secured 
* At Horsham^ in July 1648. 
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JfOHN ASHBUKNHAM. 9 

by trusting them to the discretionary care of a 
veteran bedchamber favourite, the well trained 
^^ creature of a ;court.'** If there was ought, be- 
yond personal character, to recommend to the 
favourable notice of his constituents this their 
fellow countryman, it was perhaps less in consi- 
deration of his having once served (according to 
lord Clarendon) among the domestics of the duke 
of Buckingham, than in that of their forefathers 
having twice sent his lineal ancestors to serve 
among the representatives of the commons of 
England in parliament assembled :-— a John Ash- 
bumham in 1396 ; and a John Ashbumham in 
1554. 

* '' Was it witU 9uch creatures of a court as Jennyn or Ash- 
** burnham, that he (the king) could outwit Vane or overawe 
"CromweUr* 

It is not in the spirit of complaint, or remonstrance, that the 
above passage from Mr. Hallam's Constitutional History is in- 
troduced. There is in it no cause for such feelings. He has 
done that, which it is desirable that all, who treat of the history 
of past times, should do. He has drawn information from a 
stream, certainly the most copious; issuing from a source, 
apparently the most pure. But water, however brilliantly 
limpid, may be impregnated with some deleterious and deadly 
mineral, imperceptible to the eye or palate 5 which chemical 
analysis can alone detect. It may be asked in return, (and, it is 
hoped equally without offence) what can Mr. Hallam, with all 
his depth of research and extent of acquirement, know of this 
groom of the bedchamber ? what notion can he have formed of 
his character, other than thai, which necessarily results from 
lord Clarendon's writings : where brought from comparative ob- 
scurity, it is shewn in « light equally glaring and unfavouraUe. 
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1661. In an old evidence book containing 
short abstracts of marriage-settlements, wills, 
title-deeds, &c. is the following entry — ^^ The 
" great park of Ampthill,Brockborough park and 
" Bickerings park were, July 16, 1661, by the 
" advice of the earl of Southampton, lord high 
'^ treasurer, granted to John Ashbumham for 
"forty years. And July 21, 1666, the same 
*^ granted for an additional term of forty years, in 
*' consideration of several sums disbursed by John 
" Ashbumham for the king, his royal father, and 
" the queen consort, which did not appear when 
^' the first lease was granted " 

" These parks had been granted by letters 
" patent dated at Oxford April 13, 1646, to John 
" Ashbumham, Lettice Viscountess Falkland, and 
" Sir Edward Nicholas for securing the sum of 
^ 12912 pounds then owing by his majesty."* 

1671. John Ashbumham died in the 68th year 
year of his age. Judged of by the little apparent 
advantages derived from the many opportunities, 
which he must have had of enriching himself this 

* The substance and date of the above entry accord with 
those of the king*s letter to the queen from Newcastle^ May 15^ 
1646 (given in the Appendix^) in the postscript of which his 
majesty writes — ** I owe -Jack nine thousand two hundred 
'* pounds."'«-*Which^ being so large a portion of the afore-named 
sum, myay account for Jack's name occurring before those of his 
betters. 
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;rOHN AiSHBURNHAM. 11 

^^ emiture of a court*^ may be fairly set down^ in 
every sense^ as a veiy pool* creature. In truth 
after twenty years of service in one reign, and ten 
in the other, there is better evidence of his having 
been a loser thsm'a gainer by it. The sequestra- 
tion of his estate in 1643, and the subsequent 
rejection of his wife's humble petition for some 
alltiwance of its proceeds for the maintenance and 
education of their children, are authenticated l>y 
parliamentary records. But there is no where 
evidence of any countervailing remuneration: — 
even were it admitted, that the king^s ^^ market 
man'' on selling th^ peerage to sir John Lucas 
^ liad gotten five hundred pounds for his pains.'* 
If it were true that '^ he compounded at an easy 
^^ Tate> as it was reported** (for lord Clarendon 
vouches not for the fact, but only for the report :) 
the value Of the indulgence could hardly have 
been an equivalent for the sequestered i*ents of 
six or seven years. 

* It has been heretofore observed^ that Ashbumham in his 
Narrative asserts that ^' he found in the prosecution of his com- 
** position^ that not less than one |ialf of his little estate would 
'' be accepted :** and that '' neither before or since^ has there 
'* been any man^ admitted to composition^ who hath had the 
'' same measure." It has been farther observed^ that he could 
never have ventured to make this assertion^ if teHat, (either as to 
the composition being unparallded ili magnitude^ or his estate 
hemg smsSl,) and still less to shew it to the chancellor and 
'' stl6h tif his 'friends in whose bpinion lie mMt desired to be 
♦'absolved." 
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^ The world has been UM' of '^ a great fortame 
^* and many conveuenoes*' wbioh be received^ to^ 
gether with the Mr hand of the lady dowager 
Powlett : but nothing of '' little billets'* for IbsrgA 
swaiBf dipped into bis own by a graoious sove*- 
reign*; who (aecording to lord Clarend«n) ^^ watt 
^ Q^ inMl'aatare ^etiy boontifnU'* 

AlA#agb It cannot be denied^ that he toa partU 
oipated in the grants of crown laads. Neither can 
it be^lenied, that racb^ as fell to hia share^ weridbnt 
the nigg«rdly» 4ow» ^^ribbUng^ piecemeal rq^y- 
iBcnts of those ^^ coasiderable svms. of, monqr** 
with which the noble Historian admits> thftt he 
sam>]ied his expali^ed, vagrnnt, and starvohg 
king} as he had done before by ^^his^laje8ty^B 
^/, royal &ther and tt^eque^ consort'' his inother. 
In point of mnh and honQurs be died^ ea h^was 
bom^ — John Ashbumham^—Certain it is that he 
was one, 

Who gained no title}* and who lofit up frieiML 

* Not so his feDow-*' creature of a court." He first gained 
the title of haron Jermyn ; then of earl of St. Alhans : was made 
knight of the garter, and lord chamherlain to the king. — ^The 
three last dignities were obtained from Charles the second. — 
What was his ** relation of service** f either to the queen consort^ 



t So lord Clarendon^ speaking of himself says^ as yet having 
*' no relation, of service his. principles were much more agreeable 
'f to the king's judgment than those of either of the other 
" twQ.** — ^Falkland an4 Culpeper | both responsible ministers of 
state; 
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^0ath aloBO severedthe coimebtiBg law brtween 
him Mid J^rtiovfi ; and Sootbampton ; aod Cole^ 
pepper; sir Orlando Bridgraoiaa; sir Edward 
Nicholas; and fiir Philip Warwidi; 

That from theknowfteharacters of a man's 
aoociatos.his.ctfirn wmy be fiiirly infared^ theve is 
perhaps no langnagiey aatient or modten> without 
its provo'b to affirm. And in proverbs ia^ooneen^r 
tfated thO'ess^taal spirit of hamanwisdmn drawn 
fimn pvactical eKperience. Rasii aa the assertion 
n^. aeem, it shi^l lAe» be haaarded ;^-t*<ln(t snb<^ 
jeoted to tins ei$t0rioii$ ttere is ao maii^ wJbsoe 
ehameter shonld tm to a higher level of e&dtim»- 
tion than Aahbumbam's. Not ^ven thsjC of lord 
Oarendonhimself, whohas ioittortaliwd tlie naAiea 
of his own compfmipiis* Happily he has done the 
same by the friends of Ashbnmham.* lleir 

or to the queen mother^ the nohle Historian with his usual ten- 

derne^ for rojal firailtied^ and invariable fondness for mysterious 

enlgi^, .has so 9l%iitly insinuated, ^lat were jt not for other 

authorities^ among whom may be enumerated bishop l^umet, 

and bidhop Kenneth and bishop Warburton, he would be wholly 

unintelligible. These are all unanimous in affirming that for 

some time previous to ihe king's death he was her majesty"* 

paramour: imd subsequaitly (as Ariosto singd of two more 

youthful loVets) 

" per onestat la cosa/' 

her majesty's husband. 

^ As it is hot to be hoped that readers should take the trou*^ 

ble of searching out these admirable passages in the History of 

the Keb^oh, &c: the writer of this Vindication gives them in 
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14 BIOORAPtllCAL llOTICfiS OF 

<iha»cte A^ j^ainted to the life by the Hoblef Artist; 
are am<mg the most splendid illuminatioiis of his 
historical pages : as formerly, their portraits, hy 
Janssen, Mytens and Vandyke, were the choicest 
ornaments, but ('^ as they say,'' *^ as it was re-^ 
^^ ported,*" and ** as most- men did believe,^ not 
the most rainonsly expensive decorations of Cla^ 
rendon houses 

In observance of the rale self-prescribed in 
the acordinin of this Vindication, and never 
mhce Jii^lected, the author here submits to hisr 
reader's consideration l^e sufficiency of the reason 
for claiming in his ancestor's favour the valued 
frieiddship of sir Orlando Bridgeman.* It appearsf 
in the evidence book above quoted, that he was' 
appointed by John Ashbumham, in his last will, 
one of the trustees for hii^ grandson and heir <lur- 
ing his minority. 

Sir Philip Warwick has himself perpetuated in 
his Memoirs the testimony (heretofore adduced) 
Of attachment to ^^ his friend Mr. Ashbumham." 

the Appendix : convinced that, however often they may have 
been stqdiied^ every fresh perusal must be attended with incieased 
delight^ and be equally conducive to the end^ which he has here 
in view. 

* '^ The seal is delivered to sir Orlando Bridgeman 3 the 
^ man of the whole nation^ that is the best spoken of^ and will 
'' pkase most people : and therefore I am' mighty gM of it." 

Pepys' Diary, August 31, 1667- 
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JOHN ASHBURNHAM. 15 

For the fnendship of the remaimng fotir^ out of 
six^ lord Clarendon himself supplies the authority. 

But far above all these friends the King stands 
pre-eminently conspicuous^; not so much on ac- 
count of his exalted rank^ as of the more frequent 
mention of him^ as such^ by the noble Historian 
of his reign. The vocabulary of our language^ 
copious as it is^ seems to have been exhausted in 
varied expressions to inculcate an adequate notion 
of the affectionate regard^ unbounded ccmfidence^ 
and entire .reliance lavished on this unworthy 
servant by his ill-judging master. 

The poet avails himself discreetly and moder- 
ately of the licence conceded to him^ when he says; 

" A fav'rite has no fnencL** 

Since^ with all the sober scrupulosity of the dullest 
proser^ it may be truly said^ that he must have 
many enemies. Against the favourites of kings 
there is an antipathy not confined to one genera- 
tion^ but extending to all. Thus the object of a 
contemporary's unmerited envy^ hatred^ and -^ ma- 
lice is bequeathed/ an acceptable heir-loom^ to 
the all uncharitableness of succeeding ages. The 
hostile prejudice is too natural^ not to be uni- 
versal: inasmuch as the most notoriously and 
deservedly infamous favourites have been those of 
the weakest, or most vicious princes; Yet surely 
they, who are not resolved to deny the possibility 
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16 BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF 

of a king'a being susceptible of those virtues and 
qualities^ which most adorn, and endear a man 
in private life, will not easily point out a sovereign, 
whose partiality ought to reflect less injuriously 
on the character of a favourite, than that of 
Charles the first. Compared with his immediate 
predecessor, or successor, that sovereign, and con- 
sequently his favourite, cannot but appear to great 
advantage. To have found favour in the sight of 
James the first, either pedantry, or a handsome 
person, might have been the sufficient recommen- 
dation. To haye lived in the good graces of 
Charles the second would bespeak the courtier to 
have been possibly a wit, but certainly a libertine. 
While he, who was most acceptable to Charles the 
first, cannot have been irreligious, immoral, or 
illiterate: either indecorous in his habits, unpo?* 
lished in his manners, or inelegant in his pursuits. 
It may be said, that this is an assumption 
gi'bunded on, what may be deemed by some, lord 
Clarendon's eulogium, rather than character, of 
the ill-fated monarch. But so far as it is here 
applicable, it contains nothing, which is not to 
the utmost borne out by the testimony of Mrs. 
Hutchinson. That fair republican, whose words, 
not less than sentiments, denote the love of free- 
dom, thus candidly admits, and justly describes 
the reformation of courtly morals on the acces- 
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JOHN A9HBURNHAM. 17 

sion of the second Stuart to the throne of 
England. . . 

. ^ He fisu^e of the court was much changed in 
'^'the change of the king:. for king Charles was 
^ temperate^ chast^ and. serious: so that the.fooles 
^^ and bawds^ mimicks aad catamites^ oit the 
^f fonner court, grew out of feshion ; and the no* 
^^. billity and courtiers, who did not quite abandon 
*^ thdr debosheries, had yet that reverence to the 
*^ king, to retire into corners to practise them. 
^* Men of learning, and ingenuity in all arts were 
*' in esteeme, and .received encouragement, from 
^^ the king ; who was a most excellent judge, and 
^ a greate lover of paintings, carvings, gravings, 
^^ and many other ingenuities ; less offensive than 
'^ the bawdry, and prophane, abusive witt, which 
*^was the only exercise of the other court.** — 
Memoirs of the Life of Colonel Hutchinson, vol. i. 
p. 127^. 

. As, before entering on the best accredited and 
most popular relation of that mysterious^ transac- 
tion, (the king*s going to the Isle of Wight) in 
which Ashbumham was so principally engaged, it 
was deemed an expedient preliminary, to ascertain 
what was the noble Historian's disposition towards 
him antecedently; so it may not be found irrele- 
vant, or even (as far as it regards lord Clarendon) 
unintwesting, to enquire how far the same conti- 

VOL. II. • c 
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fined to be subsequently unaltered^ even after a 
period of eighteen years. For thus will be esta- 
blished on his lordship's behalf a claim to a simi- 
lar encomium to that bestowed on some one by 
Dr. Johnson^ that— ^^ he was a good hater.** 

Nor is a reference to vol. ii. page 222 of the 
Continuation of lord Clarendon's Life^ for another 
purpose^ here ill-timed. Inasmuch as the same 
passage vouches for the claim^ already preferred 
in favour of Ashbumham^ to the long and unin- 
terrupted friendship of sir Edward Nicholas. 
<' An in- ^^ There happened about this time an alteration 

** trigne in 

'' the court ^^ in the courts that produced afterwards many 
** ranee sir « other alterations which were not then suspected^ 

H* Ben* 

" net.- ff yet even at that time was not liked in the court 
'^ itself, and less out of it. The keeper of the 
^^ privy purse, who was more fit for that province 
^^ than for any other to which he could be applied, 
^' did not think himself yet preferred to a station 
^^ worthy of his merit and great qualifications. 
^^ Some promises the king had made to him when 
^rhe was at Fuentarabia, and had long much 
^^ kindness for his person and much delight in his 
/^company: so that his friend, Mr. O'Neile, who 
r^' was still ready to put his majesty in mind of all 
^^. hia services, had nothing hard to do but to fijid 
^^ a vacancy that might give opportimity for his 
^^ advancement ; and he was dexterous in making 



Digitized by 



Google 



JOHN ASHBURNHAM. 19 

^^ opportunities which he couM not find^ and made 
^^ no scruple to insinuate to the king^ ^ that the 
^^ ^ abilities of neitha- of his secretaries were so 
'^ ^ great but tlmt he might be better served.' In- 
*^ deed his majesty^ who did not naturally love 
^^ old men, had not so much esteem of them as 
^^ tteir parts and industry, and integrity deserved, 
^' and would not have been sony if either or both 
^^ of them had died. 

^^ Secretary Nicholas had served the crown very 
"many years with a very good acceptation, was 
" made secretary of state by the late king, and 
" loved and trusted by him in his nearest cen- 
" ca*nments to his death : nor had any man, who 
" served him, a more general reputation of virtue 
" and piety and unquestionable integrity through- 
" out the kingdom. He was a man to whom the 
" rebels had been always irreconcileable ; and from 
" the end of the war lived in banishment beyond 
" the seas, was with his majesty from the time he 
" left France (for whilst the king was in France 
'^ with his mother, to whom the secretary was not 
" gracious, he remained at a distance ; but from 
" the time that his majesty came into Germany 
" he wasf always with faim) in the exercise of the 
" same function he had under his father, and re« 
" turned into England with him, with hope to 
" repair his fortune by the just perquisites of his 
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" office, which had been very miich impaired by 
^^ his long sufferings and banishment. He had 
^^ never been in his youth a man of quick and 
'^ sudden parts, but full of industry and applica- 
" tion (which it may be is the better composition), 
^^ and always versed in business and all the forms 
*^ of dispatch. He was now some years above 
" seventy, yet truly performed his office with 
^^ punctuality, and to the satisfaction of all men 
^^ who repaired to him : and the king thought it 
^^ an envious as well as an illnatured thing, to 
^^ discharge such an officer because he had lived 
'' too long." 

' *^ Whilst this intrigue was contriving and de- 

" pending, great care was taken that it might not 

*^ come to the notice of the chancellor, lest if he 

^^ could not divert the king from desiring it, 

*^ which they believed he would not attempt, he 

^^ might dissuade his old friend the secretary, 

*^ with whom he had held a long and particular 

^^ frietidship, from hearkening to any proposition, 

" or accepting any composition; which they be- 

" lieved not unreasonably that the other would be 

M very solicitous in, as well to keep a man in, 

^ whom he could entirely trust, as to keep ano- 

•" ther out, of whose abilities he had no esteem, 

*^ and in whose affection he had no confidence : 

^ ^ and it was thought by many, that the same 



Digitized by 



Google 



JOHN ASHBURNHAM. : : 21 

^^ apprehension prevailed with the good old man 
" himself to cherish the seqrecy. Certain it is, 
*' that the matter was resolved and consented to, 
"before ever the chancellor had a suspicion 
*'ofit. 
" *<yNeile, who had always the skill to bring 

* " O'Nefle, who had always the skill to bring that to pass 
" by others^ which he could not barefaced appear in himself," &c. 

Whether, like the lord Orrery, *' believing that he could Vol. i. p. 81. 
" never be well enough at court, except he had courtiers of all dicatioii. 
" sorts obliged to him, who would therefore speak well of him 
" in all places and companies :" — or whether with the disinter- 
ested impartiality of the sun shining on the just and on the un- 
just, certain it is that this 0*Neile was wont to shed his fostering 
influence alike on the alpha and the omega of contemporary 
statesmen 3 on the most, and the least, virtuous of ministers ; 
on the Earl of Clarendon, and the Earl of Arlington, f 

Among even the attentive readers of lord Clarendon's Life 
perhaps all may not here have inunediately recognized an indi- 
vidual, who at an earlier period by ten years, and when placed 
in a more advantageous point of view, was first presented to 
their notice. The following passage is transcribed from page 
301 of the first volume. — ** The gracious inclination in the 
" princess royal towards the chancellor's wife and children, and 
^' the civilities of the lady Stanhope had proceeded much from 
" the good offices of Daniel O'Neile, of the king's bedchamber ; 
" who had for many years lived in very good correspondence 
" with the chancellor, and was very acceptable in the court of 
*^ the princess royal, and to those persons who had the greatest 



t The incomparable author of the M^moires de Grammont 
says of Arlington : — " II s'^toit donQ^ pour grand politique ; 
" et,.nayaot pas le loisir de Fexaminer, qn I'avoit cru sur sa 
" parole.". To similar causes other successful impositions, in a 
greater or less measure, may be traced. 
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*^ that to pajss by others which he could not bare- 
*^ faced appear in himself^ insinuated to Mr. Ash- 
^^ bumham^ who pretended and I think had much 
"friendship for the secretary, * that the king 
" ^ thought the secretary too old to take so much 
" ^ pains, and often wished that his friends would 

'' influence upon her councils and affections/** — ''When notice 
'' came from the Spa that Mrs. Killigrew> one of the maids of 
** honour to the princess^ was dead, 0*Neile came in the instant 
" to the chancellor, with very much kindness, and told him, that 
'' the princess royal had a very good opinion of him, and kind 
" purposes towards his family > and that he was confident that, if 
'' the chancellor would move the king to recommend his daugh- 
'* ter, her highness would willingly receive her." 

So far O^Neile proceeded in 1655 as he afterwards did in 
1665. But in the former case we find, that there were some 
intrigues in which he did not scruple to appear barefaced himself. 
For no '' secresy was enjoined, that it might not come to the 
^ king's ear, that he had communicated this secret to any man." 
The chancellor therefore, as he was fully at liberty to do, " told 
'' his majesty all that had passed between O'Neile and him ; and 
" that for many reasons he declined the receiving that obligation 
'' from the princess ; and therefore had no use of his majesty's 
" favour in it." 

In this resolution, we have seen, that the chancellor inflexibly 
persevered, until he discovered how he was thereby opposing 
the divine will ; which had ordained that Mrs. Anne should be 
a maid of honour 3 as preparatory of course to her beconung in 
succession all, that an affectionate father has emphatically pro- 
nounced her to have been. (For all which see vol. i. page 37S 
of Clarendon's Life.) 



* That O'Neile was very acceptable at least to the lady Stan- 
hope, (afterwards created countess of Chesterfield,) there is 
good evidence in her ladyship's having taken him for her third 
husband. 
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*^ ^ persuade him to retire^ that there might be a 
^^ ^ yomiger man in the office^ who could attend 
^ ^ upon his majesty at all hours and in all jour- 
^' ^ nies ; but that his majesty always spake kindly 
^^ ^ of him^ and as if he resolved to give him an 
'^ ^ ample recompense :' and in confidence told 
^' him^ ^ that the king had an impatient desire to 
'^ ^ have sir Harry Bennet secretary of state/ 
^^ Ashbumham was well versed in the artifices of 
'^ court too ; and thought he might very well 
^^ perform the office of a Mend to his old confi- 
'^ dent^ and at the same time find a new and more 
^' dseful friend for himself^ by having a hand in 
^' procuring a large satisfaction for the old^ and 
'^ likewise facilitating the way for the introduction 
'* of a new secretary, who could not forget the 
'' obligation. So he told O'Neile, ' that all the 
^* ^ world knew that he had for many years pro- 
'^ ^ fessed a great friendship for secretary Nicho- 
" ^ las (they had been both servants at the same 
'^ time to the duke of Buckingham, when he was 
'^ killed), and that he should be much troubled 
'^ ^ to see him discharged in his old age with con- 
^^ ^ tempt ; but if his majesty would dismiss him 
" ^ vnth honour and reward, that Jie might be able 
" ^ to provide for his wife and children, he would 
^^ ^ make no scruple to persuade him to quit his 
^* ^ employment.' O'Neile had all he looked for. 
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<^ and only enjoined him secrecy^ ' that it might 
^' ^not come to tibie king's ear that he had com- 
^' ^ muhieated this secret to any man ; and he did 
'^ ^ presume^ that before any resolution was taken 
*^ * in it, his majesty would speak of it to the 
^* ' chancellor.' 

^* Within a day or two the king sent for Ash- 
*^ burnham and told him, ' he knew he was a 
'^ * friend to the secretary, who was now grown 
" * old, and not able to take the pains he had 
" ^done; that he had served his father and him- 
" * self very faithfully, and had spent his fortune 
" ^ in his service ; that if he were willing to retire, 
^' ' for without his consent he would do nothing, 
^' ' he would give him ten thousand pounds, or 
" ^ any other recompense he should choose,' im- 
" plying a tide of honour :)but intimated, though 
^* he referred all to his own will, ^ that he wished; 
" * and that it would be acceptable to him, that 
^^ ' the office might be vacant and at his majesty's 
« disposal: 

'^ He undertook the employment very cheer- 
" fully, and quickly imparted all that had passed 
" from the king, and all that he knew before, to 
*^ the secretary; who was not fond of the court, 
"and thought he had lived long enough there, 
*^ havings seen and observed much that he was 
" grieved at heart to see. He considered, that 
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'^thougii this message was very gracious, and 
^^ offered a noble reward for his service, it did 
^^ withal appear that the king did desire he should 
^^ be gone ; and having designed a successor to 
" him, who had already much credit with him, if 
^^ he should seem sullen or unwilling, he might in 
" a short time be put out without any considera* 
" tion, or at most with the promise of one. There- 
^^ upon he wished his friend to ^ assure the king, 
" ^ that he would very readily do whatsoever his 
^' ^ majesty thought necessary for his service ; 
" ^ but he hoped, that after above forty years 
" ' spent in the service of the crown, he should 
^^ ^ not be exposed to disgrace and contempt. 
'^ ^ That he had a wife and children, who had all 
" ^ suffered with him in exile till his majesty's 
^^ ^ return, and for whom he could not make a 
" * competent provision without his majesty's 
*^ * boimty ; and therefore he hoped, that before 
" ^ his majesty required the signet, he would cause 
" ^ the recompense he designed to be more than 
^^ ^ what he had mentioned, and to be first paid.' 

"^ This province could not be put into a fitter 
^^ hand,, for it was managed with notable skill. 
^^ And as soon as it was known that the secretary 
" would willingly resign, which was feared, and 
** Uiat only a better recompense was expected, 
f^ every body was willing that the king should 
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^' make the act look as graciously as might be/ that 
" the successor might be attended with the less 
" envy. And Mr. Ashbumham cultivated their 
^ impatience so skilfully^ that it cost the king, in 
*^ present money and land or lease, very little less 
^^ than twenty thousand pounds, to bring in a ser- 
** vant whom very few cared for, in the place of 
*^ an old servant whom every body loved : and he 
^^ received all that was promised, before he re- 
*^ signed his place. And if the change had been 
^ as good for the king, as it was for the good old 
*' secretary, every body would have been glad.** 

i. 

^^ Mr» Ashbumham, who pretended, and I think 
^^ had, much friendship for the secretary/' 

In so thinking the lord chancellor has at once 
manifested his own particular candour, and ex- 
posed the groom of the bedchamber's general 
insincerity. 

'^ Exceptio probat regulam de rebus non exceptis." 

. So candid an avowal recalls that magnanimous 
acquittal of Ashbumham, which lord Clarendon 
would have pronounced {if he had been obliged to 
give an opinion^ after having by a series of proofs 
and mass of evidence made good the charge of 
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ti!eachar|r againet Mm, to^ th6 suteequent entire 
conviction of' MM. Rapin de Thoyras and Ber- 
trand de Moleville, besides all native compilers, 
abridgers, and readers of English history. 

II. 

^^ Adilmmham thought he might very well 
^^ perform the office of a friend to his old confi- 
^^ dent, and at the same time find a new and more 
^^ useful friend for himself, by having a^ hand in 
^^ procuring a large satisfiiction for the old, and 
^ likewise facilitating the way for the introduc- 
^^ tion of a new secretary, who could not forget 
^^ the obligation." 

Of the two motives, to which Ashbumfaam's 
conduct is here jointly ascribed, the former is suf- 
ciently established on a well attested fact : whUe 
the latter is left for its sole support to a slander- 
ous surmise. If he was, as he is here said to have 
been, " well versed in the artifices <rf court; 
^^ able to manage this province with notable 
'^ skill r and ^^ to cultivate the impatience** of the 
king and his fistvourite ^^ so skilfully,*' he is not 
likely to have betrayed his own baseness. And, if 
he did not, how came lord Clarendon by his 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 BIOGRAPHICAL NOTIGBS OF 

knowledge of it ? The fact^ above alluded to^ is 
this; Ashbumham^ on being told by CNeile in 
confidence^ that this king had ah impatient desire 
to have sir Henry Bennet secretary of state, re- 
plied, that ^' he should be much troubled to see his 
^^ friend, sir Edward Nicholas, displaced in his 
" old age with contempt. But, if his majesty 
" would dismiss him with honour and reward, 
^^ that he might be able to provide for his wife 
" and children, he would make no scruple to per- 
" suade him to quit his employment/' Thus at, 
least the securing; of a suitable and honourable 
recompense for his old confidant was positively 
stipulatied for, as a sine^u^non preliminary' to 
his finding a new and more useful friend for him- 
self. The latter being made wholly dependent 
and consequent oii the former. 

Neither does this expressly conditional accep- 
tance of a proffered commission for siich a purpose 
accord with the notions generally entertained of 
creatures of a court : namely, that they are above 
all others submissive to the will, and obedient to 
the behests of their creator. 
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III. 



^ And if the change had been as good for the 
" king, as it was for the good old ^ secretary, every 
^ body would have been glad.'* 

Of course no one would, in that case^ have been 
more" glad' than' the chancellor. But, as the case 
here stands, he has testified much of other, and 
very contrairy, feeUi^gs ; with Dttle of joy at " the 
^ good old secretary's'' having been at length ena- 
bled, after a forty years service, to make a decent 
provision for his wife and children : and still less 
of approbation, that by Ashbumham's well known 
^^ managenf (of which his former royal master 
^ had so great an opinion^**) the sordid remunera- 
tion, as originally intended, of ten thousand 
poui^ds, should ultimately have *^ cost the king in 
** present nloney, and land or lease, very little less 
^ than twenty thousand pounds." And yet with 
6ne iexbeplion it would have been difficult for the 
chancellor to say how " his majesty's royal 
"bounty" could have been better bestowed.* 

* Df tbe several gratuities^ known to hare been conferred by 
tlie king on the' lord chancellor^ there is not one separately^ 
whether in land, or in lease, or in present money, which does 
not singly exceed the aggregate value, as here computed, of 
this remuneratory pafdi-work of odds and ends -, to aU appear- 
ance 'iuA so much grudgingly bestowed on this meritorious 
Veteran in office by a heartless monaroh, as grudgingly viewed 
hf his . rapacious prime mxnister. 
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Perhaps it may be here allowable to submit 
to the reader's candid and impartial considera- 
ti<m, Whether the groom of the l|)^dchamber's 
9ge»€y in this intrigii^e^ (eyen admittjing the mi- 
warranted imputatioii of self*in1;eresttf d iffii^Yes,} 
be so reprehensible and #sigrikc^^l i& hMPA* ^ the 
lord chancellor's relation of it wth regard to 
himself. 

It is affirmed^ that ^hbumham Jmd two ob^ 

jects in his yiew^ when perj^taading sir Edward 

Nicholas to retire. Th% one^ by actiyely co-ope« 

rating to satisfy the king^ '^ impatient desire," 

and to fitcilitate the ^^ introduction ot a new 

^ secretary, who would not forget the QbUgation,'^ 

to promote his own interest- The other, to secure 

to his old friend a well-earned and well-meritedi 

recompense for long and faithiul servict^ ; where-: 

withal to avert (^tiress v^ poverty $roiA )^\b 

family after, his decease. B(ai lord Clarendwi in 

his estimate of the r^ult seems sojely %9 havo 

eontemplated with indignant vexation the ad;^ 

tArtington. vancemcnt thus obtained for his contemned foe ;^ 

and to have entirely overlooked, as a ecmsequence 

of no moment, the advantages equally accruing to 

his time-hohoure^ frieiki.* 

* At the time of thia intrigue (1663) twenty- yean kad 
dapaed since that of an intention (1643) ta r^nove tUs rerf 
teme.sir Edvaird Nicholaa fixmi this, vi^.same office oieeexetiaxj 
of state, in order to make room for one ^' Nei HjdeJ* 0£ 
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Before dismiflismg.tlds Bubjeot> there is yetr < 
s^oire remaTk^ ta wfaich>.aa Irailg^ most matenal> it 
11^ widhed Uy call the rider's- attention* Being 
not less than to shewjiiialrtherd are some plaxffii- 
Me reasons to be pointlid out in excrolpation of 
A£[hburBhain from th6 beoYidM <$haif;e fmmdedlon 
^be statement of this intrigue'; against which n<A 
all l^e so often repeated: eialmrtng epithets of 
^^ the good" and the "old** conld prcKi^t the 
worthy and vener^e secretary ; the^^'particaikff 
^^ Mend'* of lord: Glatmdon. For, it ii assertedj 
that, ^^ whilst tibis intrigue was^ contriyiag, great 
^^ care WQfi tak^, tibiat it^ migfat not oome to the 
^^' notice of the chancellor; and thatit was tiumght 
^^ by many, that the gftod old main^ ohm^ied the 
"secrecy;" Nowwti learn, that. ©'Neile, "who 
" had- always the skill to bring that to pajss by 
"Others;, which he could not bare&ced.appear in 
" hfimself/' had followed up bis insinuations to 
Ashburhham of tiie[;king's impatitot desire, with 

whom the king said^ *^ (these were his majesty's own words), 
*' that h& mui^t make hiih secretazy of state : for the truth was 
*' he could tro^t. nobody. else :" and ** who at thia time did the 
" greater part of the business of secretary of state." On which 
accoiuit, as well as that he was now his declared successor, 
'^ the gpod:t>ld man/* instead of '* taking very heavily to ininv- 
*\ sipn of his office^ which np man bears easily^*' with a cheerful 
countenance embraced the aforesaid " Ned" and '^ called him 
*^ Ms eon/* Life, vol. iii. p^ 169. 
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injiiiictioiis.of secrecy ; that it might not come to 
the king's ear ; and with assurances^ 5^ that, before 
^^ any resolution iiVBS taken in it, his majesty would 
^^ speak oi it to the chancellor."* 

What then in probability could have been the 
inducement to 0*Neile, well knowing what he was 
about, and those with whom he was dealing, to 
impridss on Ashbumhitm the expediency of secrecy, 
and the notion, that the chancellor would be 
apprized by the king himself of the proposed 
change ; biit the apprehension,^ that Ashbumham 
would not be prevailed upon to cooperate in 
giving effect to a measure of such importance to 
the government, without the knowledge, approba- 
tion, and consent of lord Clarendon. 

Nor. is it unworthy of observation, that Ash- 
bumham did not act upon O^Neile's insinuations. 
It was not till after the king had sent for him, 
and had himself told him, what he required of 
him to do, that he took any active part. And this 
may surely be said in excuse for his credulity in 
believing, that, the king had spoken to the chan- 
cellor, and that his majesty would not be a party 
in offering such a slight and insult to his prime 
minister, that it was not till after the successful 
issue of this intrigue, that the noble auto-biogra- 
pher has in the very next paragraph informed the 
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world, that ^^from this time the. chancellor's in- 
" terest and credit with the king manifestly 
^^ declined. Yet his majesty did not in the least 
^^ degree withdraw his favour from him;'* 

The certain knowledge draMm from such un- 
questionable authority of an unmterrupted friend- 
ship during a period of forty years between Ni- 
cholas and Ashbumham, is frirther available 
towards the establishment of a foct, which cannot 
fail to shew the character of the latter raised on a 
loftier basis, and prouder pedestal, than any, on 
which it has as yet been seen to rest. 

*^ Tell me with whom you live ; and I will teU 
^^ you who you are,** is one of the versions of that 
universal proverb, to which allusion has heretofore 
been made. That on this question being put to 
oiTr groom of the bedchamber he might with^ual ^ 
truth and pride have answered, — ^with the lord 
high chancellor, — ^the following facts and argu- 
ments are now submitted. 

After the loss of his best beloved Falkland 
there are not among the lord Clarendon's friends 
and colleagues any, with whom he evidently kept 
up a more uniform, &miliar, confidential and 
affectionate intercourse, than the lord treasurer 
Southampton and secretary Nicholas: perhaps 
the only two publick characters of that period 

VOL. II. D 
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absolutely mvulnerable, and in private life equally 
without reproach. Yet even of these^ 

animee^ quales neque candMiores 
Terra tulit^ nee quels me sit deviactior alter, 

the groom of the bedchamber might have as truly 
ss(id^ as the lord high chancellor. 

If it should seem that an unwarrantable stress 
is here laid oa the noble Historian's admission 
that the earl of Southampton was^ as well as the 
marquis of Hertford^ among . those^ who at the 
restoration gave Ashbumham a good testimony ; 
let it be remembered that a still stronger tes- 
timony was borne in favour of the latter, when 
it wa§ recorded that Ampthill Great- Park was 
granted and re-granted to him expressly at the 
advice of the lord high trea&urer Southampton: 
nor let it be denied, that for a man to be repaid 
his own inoney out of a royal grant, advised by a 
patriot-loyalist, is somewhat more reputable than 
to be made a partaker of Irish confiscations 
through the king's signal bounty^ moved hy an old 
rebel.^ 

Both Evelyn and Pepys, whose lately published 
Diaries in truth " are the abstract and brief 
chronicle of the times" they lived ih; and ^^ as 
" good as a chorus to interpret" the dramatis 
personee, in which their contemporary players were 

* See vol. i. page 79 of this Vindication ^ see also Appendix. 
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*' Strutting and fretting their hour upon the 
" stage ;" make frequent mention of Ashbumham 
as of no disreputable companion^ or unacceptable 
guest^ in the best societies. Pepys, with evident 
self-'gratulation^ has noted down the first time of 
being in company with him. They most usually 
met at the house of sir George Carteret ; the same 
whose cheerful society and hospitable table for 
more than two years, while in Jersey, enabled the 
chancellor together 

libris— et inertibus boris* 
Ducere solidtse jucunda obliyia vit®. 

But as connected with the jet of the present argu- 
ment it is a more curious coincidence, which 
occurs in Pepys' notice of their second meeting. 

" September 2, 1667. 

" Dined with sir George Carteret : with whom 
" dined Mr. Jack Ashburnham and Dr. Cricton, 
*^ who I observe is a most good man and scholar^ 
" &c. &c* All the compam/ gone, sir G. Carteret 
^^ and I to talk : and it is pretty to observe how 
" already he says, that he did always look upon 
'^ the chancellor indeed as his friend, though he 
" never did do him any sendee at all, nor ever 

* Idleboura they surely were to him : though " he spent not 
" less than ten hours in the day among his books ^ 'and writ 
'* dally little less than one sheet of paper with his own hand/' 
considering^ who he then was^ and to what a period those days 
and hours belonged : — ^from 1646 to 1648 ! ! ! 
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^' got any thing by, nor was a man apt (and that^ 
'^ I think^ is trae) to do any man any kindness of 
*^ his own nature ; though I do know that he was 
*^ believed by all the world to be the greatest sup- 
^* port of sir G. Carteret with the king of any man 
^^ in England." 

And so has he still continued to be believed by 
all the world. For the illustrious auto-biograph^r 
has recorded, and "with his own hand," that 
" for all this liberty, and entertainment received 
" during more than two years from the deputy 
" governor of Jersey, the chancellor always retained 
" so just a memory, that there was never any in- 
" terruption or decay of that friendship he then 
" made."^ 

It was lately suggested that O'Neile's assuring 
of Ashbumham that the king would himself speak 
to the chancellor, before he came to any resolu- 
tion, probably arose from the conviction, that the 

* That is to say, with this one exception; that when sir 
George in the discharge of fm own office would have (as Pcpys 
says) '^ dared to do the fking good service/' the chancellor un- 
derwent a mortification little, if at all, less severe than that, 
which he " had undergone during his short abode at Bristol^" 
when his office of the exchequer was invaded by a groom of the 
bedchamber. 

t By cutting down the trees in Clarendon Ftok. In what 
manner sir George in his turn " underwent a mortification,'* 
inflicted by the chancellor, as related by Pepys, has been shewn 
at page 9S of the first volume. 
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fonner would not join in any measure^ which 
might be deemed offensive or disrespeetfiil towards 
the latter. Certainly not as equally plausible and 
warranted, but as not impossible in itself, or in- 
consistent with the aforesaid conjecture, would it 
be extravagant to fancy that a somewhat similar 
notion to that of O'Neile's with regard to Ash- 
burnham's respect for the chancellor might hav^ 
restrained sir George and Pepys from speaking so 
freely of the discarded minister, until they were 
left alone. 

We are positively told, and on the best autho- 
rity, that no one could at that tima enter Claren- 
don house unobserved ; and that of whatever 
was passing, little was unknown to the inquisi- 
tive and communicative clerk of the Acts, the 
readers of his Diary have reason to rejoice. Now 
according to lord Clarendon's particular friend 
Evelyn, Ashbumham had dined at his lordship's 
table on the 28th of August, five days previous to 
that, on which according to Pepys, Ashbumhan^ 
was dining with lord Clarendon's old crony sir 
G. Carteret. 

Light as air as these trifles may be, and wholly 
inadequate to bear out the assumption of social 
intercourse between two charactei'S so dissimilar 
as Clarendon and Ashbumham, they not uselessly 
reflect back some particles of that powerful light 
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cast on them hy the following well attested foct 
Inaamueh as they coUateirally strengthen the re»- 
sonaUe conclnsioii, that this^ however the only 
instance^ which has come to our knowledge, must 
be but one of many others, that we kftow not of, 

iivelyn's Diary, 
« August 27, 1667. 

'' Visited the lord chancellor^ to whom his ma- 
^' jesty had sent for the scales a few days before. 
^^ I found him in his bedchamber very sad*** 

** August 28. 

^^ I dined mth my late lord chancellor^ where 
'^ also dined Mr. Ashbumham and Mr« W. Legge 
^^ of the bedchamber. 2J}g lordship pretty well 
" in heart ; though now many of his friends and 
^^ nycophantfl! abandoned him*** 

At such a moment it waa hot likely that his 
lordship should have invited, or admitted, guests, 
whom he was not in the habit of fitmiliarly enter'- 
staining ; or in whoi^e presence he could not safely^ 
as freely, give loose to the sorrows of the states- 
man and of the patriot, aggravated by the losso^ 
which the husband and the friend had recently 
sustained by the deaths of the cp^nt^ss of Cla- 
rendon and the earl of Southampton* 

The result of these considerations is an alterm^ 
tive much to be deprecated. ^ Either on the 28th 
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oJF Angaat 1667 the ^Bssembling host must have 
had the secret satisfaction of knowin^^ that he had 
abeady devoted to eiidless infomy (icmfm £c aa) his 
imsaspecting guest : or else^ when subsequently 
blest ^^ with girace a,nd opportunity to make full 
^ reflections upon his actions^ and observations 
^^ on what he had seen others do^ and suffer;^'* the 
pious, charitably for^ving christian must have 
deliberately supplied^ and impartially too, all 
succeeding historians, — ^whether most anxious to 
mark a generous abhorrence for traitors, or a 
liberal scorn for creatures of a court, — ^with an 
apt, ready, and familiar illustration in the name 
iof Ashbumham. 



Life, vol. iii. p. 458-9. 

** He yns wont to say, ' that of the infinite blessings which 
** 'Ood had vouchsafed to confer upon him almost from his 
" 'cnufie/ amoi^st which he delighted in the reckoning up 
*' many signal instances, ' he esteemed himself so hagipf bi 
" 'none as in hia.lftree aequiescenees," which ha called * hia 
'' ' three vacations and retreats he }iad in Ms life enjoyed from 
" ' business of trouble and vexation / and in every of which God 
" had gifoen him grace cm4 opportunity to makefuU r^ecHom 
" upon km aeiions, end his observations upon what he had done 
'*' ISmsel/^, and^what he had seen others do and suffer; to repair 
" the breaches in his own mind, and to fortify himself with new 
'* wiohrtioBa against future encounters, in an eatire res^nation 
** of an his thoughts and purposes into the disposal of God 
** A3aa^btj, and in a firm confidence of his protection and de- 
" fiverance in aU Hie dffltmWw he diodd he dhyged to omtead 
''witfkf towigda the olrtaining whereofc he we no A thoaa vows 
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'' and promises of integfity and h^ftrty endeavour to perform his 

" duty^ which are the only means to procure the continuance of 
'' that protection and deliverance. 

** The first of these recesses or acquiescences 'was, his remain- 
'^ ing and residing in Jersey, when the prince of Wales^ his now 
^* majesty^ first went into France upon the commuid of the 
'^ queen his mother^ contrary, as to the time, to the opinion of 
'' the council the king his father had directed hini to govern 
" himself hy^ and, as they conceived^ contrary to his majesitfs 
" oton judgment, the knowing whereof they only waited for ; and 
** his stay there^ during that time that his highness first remained 
^' at Paris and St. Germain's^ until his expedition afterwards to 
** the fleet and in the Downs. His second was, when he was 
*' sent by his majesty as his ambassador, together with the lord 
'' Cottington, into Spain ^ in which two full years were spent 
" before he waited upon the king again. And the third was his 
" last recess, by the disgrace he underwent, and by the act* of 
" banishment. In which three acquiescences, he had learned 
'' more^ knew himself and other men much better, and served 
" God and his country with more devotion, and he hoped more 
'' effectually, than in all the other more active part of his life.'* 
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TO 



A FRIEND, 

Concerning his Deportment towards the King in his late 
Attendance upon his Majesty^ s Person at Hampton 
Court and the Isle of Wight. 



[First printed in the year 1648.] 
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A LETTER 

FROM 

Mr. ASHBURNHAM 

TO 

A FRIEND, ^c. 

Sib, 

I have withheld this return too long ; 
of which I am by so much the more ashamed, by 
how much I found yours so foil of kindness. I 
will pretend to no excuse; but if your good 
nature will suggest, that the deep sense of my 
afflictions doth so oppress my spirits, as it renders 
me altogether indisposed to the least intercourse, 
you will be charitable, and take me right. 

Would you believe, that, to my sorrows for the 
sufferings of our dear master the King, and the 
danger of the public, the generality of men in 
this kingdom (and probably in many other parts 
too) should charge me with the scandal of having 
betrayed his Majesty into the Isle of Wight, and 
that by compact with the Parliament and Army 
before his departure from Hampton Court ? And, 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 LETTER FROM MR. ASHBURNHAM 

to obtain belief the better, have digested that 
their calumny into this form ; that I did conspire 
with them to affright his Majesty away from 
thence, that they might have the better opportu- 
nity, being at a greater distance from London, to 
destroy him ; which to effect, the nearness of that 
place made it very difficult, if bot impossible ; and 
that my reward for this service hath been a great 
sum of money ? Thus from several hands. Which 
reproach, though I never deserved, and take my- 
self to be very much above any thing of that 
kind : yet since there is no person, ambitious to 
acquire or preserve an honest reputation, but is 
awake, and always carries about him a tenderness 
to the least prejudice or diminution tha:'eof ; I 
cannot but be touched with some sense (^ that 
ui^ppy report, and give you, in whose good 
esteem I am much concerned, the true state of my 
part in that action, so far as may enable you to 
satisfy, if you meet with him, the most malicious 
person against me. 

That I was commanded by their Majesties and 
the Prince's Highness to return into England, 
with instructions to endeavour, by the best means 
imaginable, such a compliance between his Ma- 
jesty and the Army, as might have influence, and 
beget a right understanding between his Majesty 
a^d the Parliament, is a truth well known. That 
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my mfirmities are so great, and so public, as that 
it had been better for their service to have given 
that employment to some other of more eminent 
endowments, I do acknowledge with great humi- 
lity. But that I did fulfil that ^rust with all 
industry and fidelity to their Majesties, I appeal 
to God and them, and do not doubt but I have 
my portion of favour, and stand still numbered in 
the catalogue of those subjects, whom they are yet 
pleased to stile faithful. 

What passed between me and any member either 
of the Parliament or Army, as it will not at all 
advantage his Majesty's ai&irs to relate, so will it 
not any way conduce to my vindication. This 
word I shall only let fall, that a wiser mem than I, 
or. whoever is my greatest censurer, would and 
ought to have given credit to them, when power, 
and interest, accompanied with large expressions 
of good will, were the arguments and motives, to 
gain belief of their real intentions. Nay truly, 
though his Majesty had known they intended 
nothing less than the performance of those duties 
to their sovereign and country, I cannot find (I 
know not what a quicker sighted man might have 
done) how in prudence his Majesty could have 
pursued any other interest, or made any other 
application than what he did, considering the 
power under which he was : which shall serve by 
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way of. glance at my part of negotiation in gene-i 
ral, because even therein likewise IiOm not without 
some p^judices in many men's conceptions. 

Some few weeks before his Majesty's remove 
from Hampton Court, there was scarce a day, in 
which several alarms were not brought to hifr 
Majesty, by and from very considerable persons 
(both well affected to him, and likely to know 
much of what was then in agitation) of the reso- 
lution, which a violent party in the Army had to 
take away his life : and that such a design there 
was, there were strong inducements to perswade ; 
and I hope charity will be afforded to those 
many, who were, and still are of that belief, 
since I confess myself to be of that numbert 
Which practice seemed to his Majesty the more 
probable, for that many other particulars, which 
were said in those informations to precede that 
action, fell out accordingly.* Whereupon his 
Majesty thought it not wisdom longer to despise 
the possible means left him for the prevention of 
that danger; and therefore resolved to retire 
himself from thence, but with tMs positive inten-^ 
tion, not to desert this kingdom, either by crossing 
the seas, or going into Scotland. The reasons his 

' * <r There was not'* (in Ashburnham's Apology) " any clear 
" relation of any probable inducement that prevailed with the 
" King to undertake that journey." Lord Clarendon. 



Digitized by 



GoQgle 



TO ▲ FRUBND. 47' 

Afojestjr gave^ you. win pardon me if I deliver 
not; and. suspend your censure, in case your 
judgement invite you to oppose that result, till 
you hear the weight of them ; and I will engage 
the little credit the world hath left me, you shall 
be satisfied. 

And what man is he, who hath the least grain 
of understanding, bears about him any affections 
either to his sacred person, or to the comman 
good, hath any regard to his own duty or reputa- 
tion, whoi would have taken upon him to dissuade 
his Majesty* from what he had then resolved on ; 
and thereby exposed himself both to the danger 
and guilt of that mischief, whidi so many had- 
forewarned him of, and was so likely to happen } 
Sure I am, if I had been that man, I should have 
thought myself justly to have merited the charac- 
ter of unfiE^thfulness, which is now so injuriously 
cast upon me. 

It rested then, that his Majesty was to make 
choice of a plape, where he might avoid the pre- 
sent danger ; where he might give least offence to 
the interest of the Parliament and Army ; where 
he might have frequent intercourse with both, for. 

* '* It had been a difficiilt task to go about to dissuade tfie 
" King from an apprehension of his own safety, when it was 
" much more natural to fear an assassination than to apprehend 
" any thing which they did afterwards do/* Lord Clarendon. 
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settling a peace> of which he then despidred not; 
and^ lastly^ where he ' might most securely (and 
the measure of safety was, where there were no 
"* soldiers), expect the abatement . of the ruinous 
po>wer of the levellers and their faction to be the 
fruits of the general rendezvous, which was im- 
mediately to follow. 

Upon these grounds, his Majesty thought the 
I^le of Wight most; proper for his residence, espe- 
cially if he. could. obtain honourable conditions 
from the governor, of that place ; to whom (when 
bis Majesty was come within twenty miles) he 
commanded sir John Berkley and myself to re- 
pair, and make trial of what reception we could 
procure for him ; who, after some consideration 
of what we proposed, proffered this engagement. 
That, since it appeared his Majesty came from 
Hampton Court to save his life, if he pleased to 
put himself into his hands, whatever he could ex^ 
pect from a person of honour and honesty, his 
Majesty should have it made good by hiju: 
which truly to us seemed sufficient ; and I do for 
my own part acknowledge, my. confidence was, 
that, by that engagement, he would not have laid 

■' * Lord Clarendon's account of the Isle of Wight is that *^ it 
''.was well affected \ — ^generally inhabited by a, people always 
**^ well affected to the crown^ and at that time under no such 
" po.wer as could subdue them." 
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amy restralelt upon his Miyesty, nor faa^e given^ 
aceess to any soldiers into tbat island* But how 
honourably and how feithfdlly he hath performed 
his promised duty to the King^ you are as good a 
witness as myself; and theref<»«^ aa I take little 
pleasure in the memory of it/ so there will be 
little satisfaction to you in repeating it. It shall 
suffice^ that I have now been ta\ight^ that honour 
and honei^ have clear contrary definitions in 
several men's understandings. 

For the elation his Majesty made of the Isle 
of Wigbt^ upon the grounds before mentioned^ as 
therewith I did then concur^ so^ with respect to 
thmr judgements^ who are otherwise persuaded/ 1 
do still believe itwas^ as his affairs theUfStood, 
the best of any place^ which he could make choice 
of * And I will not be afraid toavow my opinion^ 
because success hath made it seem less reasona- 
ble; which being token out of the.scale^ and all 
circumstances worthy debateyb^ore his .departure 
from 'Hampton Court, considered; perhaps wiser 
men than those, who in that presume to condemn 
his Majesty's judgi^nent, may yet approve of that 
choice* However, his Majesty was resolved to go 
from Hampton Court ; and, I know not what 

* ^* Yet Mr. Ashburnham did constantly deny that he ever 
" had any thought of the Isle of Wight, whea the King left 
" Hampton Court." Lord Clarendon. 

VOL. II. t 
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cMther men's eufitoms are^ ^I eiiiii)ot but l>e wall 
satisfied with my ow]ii» which hath beep ever ready 
to submit^ when his^Ms^esfty hal& been^wiUfaig to 
command. And I i^ould accoupt^tt a great mis^ 
fortune to me^ that his commands should be^sfuch^ 
to which I should think fit rather with humJMty 
to oppose my reasons^ than with eheerfidness to 
obey Ms pleasure* But that strait hath never yet 
happened^ nbr^ I am confid^it^ ever will ; so care- 
ful is his Majesty to impose nothing upon any 
man^ but what he believes just and lawfhl. That 
any member of the parliament or army had any 
knowledge by me of his M^esty's removal from 
Hampton Court, or that. any compact between me 
and any of them Was ever made, to the disservice 
of his Majesty in any particular whatsoever, I pro- 
voke them and all the world to produce the least 
colour of proof; and desire, that no man would 
spare me more than I should do such, whom I 
found guilty of so base a crime ; and shall not 
stick to invite them to it, who have been so liberal 
in blasting my reputation, when I may live with 
that freedom they do, which either their greater 
wisdom, or their less loyalty than mine, hath pur« 
chased. In the mean time, it is some comfort to 
me to find these censurers to be men but of such 
dispositions, as will hazard no more than only 
their good wishes for his Majesty ; and for such I 
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take t^m> aftdrfer vgiitiii Imt^ tfaeta^ Ifllahcrald 
tdl l^ese -fie vere. judges ^^KM&er nto^s abfkniB, 
that hi8^'Mi^e«t;^«pres^it persolial condition «s 
the same'in the 'Isk-of Wight ^iriHi what it wae^ 
when he leftHaH^on Gbupt^'tiieyircmld peria|iB 
wonider «t me, bntrapon eiamination find'it triith : 
jE^r before hteMajesty^s coming from liieilee/M 
leaBt mx days, he was ^forbidden riding itbroad, 
and^dnfified wikfain the limits of fliat pldbe. 

And if any man can assure nie, tint if his Ma- 
jesty had contuLued ^ ^HaoDOfpton 'Conit, the 
Farliam^ would not have presented thcssefour 
biUs to him, or that, tiiey being preswted, h% 
Mb^st/s refosing'to make them l^nra, should not 
have drawn on his late Testndnt/ or the laMKrvdfUd 
of Parliameat c<«ceming farther api^catioti to 
his Majesty* I shall tl^n (for indeed I tadce tihat 
to be £he<3ause of his rebpse) with great kwimess 
of spirit acknowledge myself ito ha^e been an un- 
happy ^thomb not an uflfiuthfid) instmrnent in 
bis Maje»ty'« reBK>ve from Hampton Oourt. But 
till then, my suflferings in these scandals may be 
ccartkmed, Iwt my lopfinioa not changed, nor the 
qujetaess of my mind ^^Mturbed, forkavin^ in that 
ActioiL.idlsebailped my dul^ to his l^jesty; 

As for the money I fihouU haw received fov 
betaraying his IMtejesty,if none of myealumsoators 
have mme to mbmt on, than I have had either 
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from ParMment or Anny, theyyoiild be in worse 
eondition/.thaii; notwithstanding all their malice 
to me^ I wish them. In earnest^ it would better 
have become those/ who first designed me this 
in£a.my^ to have] made choice of some^ who had a 
mark upon them fordoing some action^ which 
may at least be of kin to the accusation^ though 
but between fellow-subjects : but you will pardon 
my vanity, if I say I abhor such unworthiness, 
and defy mankind to bring the least blemish of 
that nature in judgement against me. I have 
done, when I have told you, that I have heard 
divines say, that God doth most punish iis in those 
things we most prize, and think ourselves most 
concerned. . I shall therefore hope to make a re- 
ligiouis use of these aspersions cast upon my 
integrity ;. for I fear I did glory too much in my 
honour of faithfulness and loyalty to his Majesty^ 
and did not thankfully consider, as I ought to have 
done, that it was the blessing of God, which ena- 
bled me to go through with the performance of 
my duty in his service. 

If men would but as well think upon the soli- 
citude and care of their minds, who are honoured 
with near relations to the service of great princes, 
as they look upon the advantages, which thereby 
fortune may cast upon them, they would find 
more cause to pity them for their labour and 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO A FRIEND. 53 

hazards (which is ordinarily beycmd their capaci- 
ties to fisttbom^ who are at very remote distances^) 
thaa. to envythem for their honour or profit. But 
since of all evils seated in the heart, of man^ 
malice hath the greatest dominion, it were vain 
for virtue itself to hopje^ for . freedraoi frosa those 
effects^ which naturally arise jfrom it $ and jnuch 
more for me, who, though in this particular I 
have as much innocence to protect me, as can be 
consistent with mortality, yet in other things, 
which may be imputed to weakness, and unskil- 
fulness in matters of great concernment, I do 
with all ingenuity confess, no man carries a 
greater weight of guilt than he, whose care it i^f, 
to preserve unspotted the reputation of an honest 
man, thereby to retain still the favour and affec* 
tion, wherewith you have constantly honoured> 

Sir, 
Your most faithful, and 
Most humble Servant, 

JOHN ASHBURNHAM. 

Bishop Warburton has evidently mistaken this 
Letter for Ashbumham's Narrative, when he pro- 
nounces the latter to be " very poorly written t^ 
because his objections, as assigned, are applicable 
only to the former. He begins by saying that "both 
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Apologies'' (Berkeley'9 md AsbburDham» '' have 
'' been^fiince published*'' That Ashbucoham's ^' is 
'^ whollyvefl|pl0ye(iin.yiiidica4iiig bisown integrity 
f^fcom the i charge of betroying, his master to 
^^ Croimvseli andlnston on corrupt motives^ withi- 
^^ out aay account of the particulars of the traust- 
^^ action. Berkeley's Narrative is much better 
^ written, and more curious^ as giving a detailed 
^^ account of < the whole affitir." 

If this sagacious^ commentator^ and discerning 
critic had adverted, to the dat^ (1648) which this 
published Iictter bears^ he might have recollected 
that> if the author of it had transgressed by a 
single step the line, within which he is here cen- 
sured, for having restricted himself,^ he would have 
committed a folly more unpardonable, as more 
pregnant with danger, than any of those for which 
he has been so utisparingly reproached : and that, 
if in vindicating his own integrity, he had added 
to mere protestations such particulars of the 
transaction as he omitted not afterwards to relate 
in his Narrative, he would indeed have betrayed 
the best interests of his mastery and have hazarded 
the personal safety of some, who had evinced a 
disposition to restore his king« 
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I COULD not be ignorant that when all His Ma- 
jestie's endeavours to have composed. the unhappy 
differences betweene Him^ Parliament^ and Armie^ 
proved unsuccessfully the Persons who had the 
honour to be neare Him in those transactions^ 
would be looked upon as verie obnoxious in the 
judgement of those who only considered things in 
the event. 

And amongst such as were attending the King 
in that dismall conjuncture^ I was not so partiall 
in. my owne thoughts^ but that I expected. (as 
well as manie others) some portion of scandall ; 
and. therefore did (instantly) whilst things were 
fresh in my memorie^ prepare a Narrative (for I 
veiy much scome to call it a Vindication) touching 
my, waiting on his Majestic to the Scottish Annie 
before Newarke/and His goeing from Hampton 
Court into the Isle of Wight : being (as I supposed) 
in regard of their want of success. the Two things 
which would bring mee under the Ceiasure of 
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mine Enemies. But because those veiy men^ who 

were concerned in the Treaty which begat the 

The scotts first of those Expeditions^ were so industriously 

Commis- 

nonen. labouring to redccme themselves by restoreing His 
Majestic : and those verie Persons^to whom I was 
employed by His Majestie*s especiall Command 

cromweu (whosc unfaithfulncss was the cause of the latter) 

and Ireton*- 

haveing engrossed the entire power of the Na- 
tidA^ it seHmed> but^ill! dibef^on' to let anie ^ tMaf; 
p99»ia- public^ ihmrmee^' tiiat might i&terrupi; 
the' <ax€'y or loosely to deliver up myself to the 
citielty of the other f especially since I was not of 
so great" axi a^i but^ thbt I might (by God^s 
favour) li^e to see ia time that this truth iti^ht be 
(int^iisively) brought' to light without anie pre- 
judice to His Majestie*s affaires; or anie probabte 
daa^ger to my self^ And if I misjudge not^ this is 
that proper season^ and suites wdl with the nebes- 
sity of saying s<miethihg upon those subjecte. 
Haling' (since my^ comeing out of Prison) mett 
with some friends'of mine,'' who tell mee of a dis- 
course (written by <&e JEiKird- J<ohn Berkley) upon 
Hii* Majei^tie^s gdeing to thb isle of Wight, wherdii, 
though hee^layes no stress' up6n my integrity, yet 
h6e sparesnot'to'lay &ults of other natures upon 
mee> which after E&aminatibti' may perhaps prove 
to'be hi9 owne. 
In earliest it weretobe desitied, that when thie 
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acxtioiM of jBcn «rB^/ta'berdiriiTeved iMfw to<{>oste^ 
rity^. that, there may. be. that tendemeBsrhaidb.to 
Hcmour and esteme^ as to* be esBody curious vjoi 
setting downe the Tratfa^in eteirie Assertion r leasfe 
whUdt wee endeavour, to gakie HqraiatiDn fitnn 
after ages^ they be net (casting unmerited ble^ 
mishes oa others) loosers* themselFes^ and this 
Gaaitiion I doe not onlygit^^biiti shall fiarefuHy 
malce use of it myself; or if >th6 leest seruple shall 
pass from mee, which diaU not be of the- same 
wwness I propose to others, h shall hasten all 
that may bee to ofataine their absolution; and 
when those, who are in greate Arrearea to mee^in 
that kinde, shall take that Course, my armes 
shall be open to receive them with Embraces 
suitable to their. Ingenuities^ no condition being 
more delightful to mee, nor valuable, then to be 
at peaoe wil^ all men* 



I cannot, (since it is so pertinent to my purpose) 
but make use of what^thoug^^upoaamore divine 
su)]j^t). was 3aid by a gi^e andt most juditious 
Au.t^];^f That hee thdt goes, about to perswade • Hooker, 
mj^lt^tudes that they are not see well informed^as 
th/ey ougbt to ^be^in things geperaUie received and 
deep^ly. rooted )n. .them, shall never want impa- 
ti^nii hearers. Because mens naturall inclinataans 
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are more prcme to rest upon what they have all* 
readie embraced^ and what for a long time hath 
had no oppoisition^ than to be curious in the 
search after the Truth thereof; though it be the 
truth. Notwithstanding it too often cometh to 
pass that confident and severe Reprovers of Errors 
and defects (especiaUie when they aime at the 
persbnall prejudices of those who in the services 
of Princes are honoured with neareness of Trust) 
are understood to be persons of singular freedome 
of minde^ and therefore under that faire and 
plausible Colour^ what Censure soever passeth 
from them^ seemes to be so sounds and of so good 
Reputation^ as what is wanting in the weight of 
their Aspersions^ is supplyed by the aptness of 
mens ill disposed mindes to accept and beleeve 
them. 

It is certainly greate vanitie in anie man to 
thinke himself exempted from Reproaches by his 
fellow Subjects, when by too late, and too miser- 
able, experience wee have knovme the best of 
Kings, so traduc'd, as former Ages have left no- 
thing to us of more injustice ; and for succeeding 
times. His Example, and the Judgements which 
will inevitably follow his murderers, may perhaps 
be sufficient warning for those who shall be then 
liveing to avoid the like impieties. And that it 
may be knowne what sense His late Majestic had 
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of those Evells charged upon Hiin^I suppose it may 
not bee amisis^ that I insert heere what with greate 
anxietie of minde.I have heard fall from Him; 
That the ouglie formes and shapes in which His 
Two Houses of Parliament had rendered Him to 
His people were so mischievous^ that hee be- 
leeved it altogether impossible for Him (thoi^^h 
the success of His. affaires were to be what were 
to be wished) to regaine their, good affections^ or 
recover His owne just Character ; so verie deepely 
Hee thought the Calumnies raised against Him 
were setled in their hearts ; insomuch^ as through 
that despaire^ Hee was often busied in Contempla- 
tion of proposing to the Parliament the surrendr- 
ing His present possession of the^ Crowne to his 
Sonne^ whose innocency was yet Protection 
enough against the like effects of their malice ; a 
strange operation (certainly) those, apprehensions 
must have^ to produce a Resolution of deserting 
Soveraigntie ; rather than to be the Object of 
His Subjects Hatred^ though the grounds which 
made him so, were never so falsly, — ^never so in- 
humanely suggested. 

And I hope it is no unpardonable presumption, 
for private men to make resemblance of their 
sufferings, in the unjust staines and blemishes of 
their Credits, with Peraons of the most eminent 
dignity; for though it must be granted that their 
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QoalitimiBay 0n prababflitie) retaine thememori^ 
ai miSECipfeKDtatioos longer dun Axme of infe- 
rionrnnke; yet I cannot see n^iat priTilegeihey 
can Challenge from Nature to have amore pierce- 
ing* flense of injnries than odiors, amoe'thereare 
no limmittB set to the thooglils of Honomr. Let 
it not therefiore be jodg^d Arrogancy or partialily 
m mee if I doe beleeve (the deformity of the sup- 
posVl offienoe and the person on whom it is said 
to be practized being eonsidor'd) that there hath 
notiieen manie greater soflBsrers than myself; and 
tiioogh for no other motive, yet for this^ that my 
owne Posteritie may knowe, I have not stnpidly 
throog^ ffllence |iafls*d by die heavy Censures 
upon mee, there shall be (for tfadr information) 
this finthfhll discourse extant^ to settle their 
judgranent of my integritie to His Ma^tie, and 
prev^it die irreverence iniaeh otherwise may per- 
imps not <Mily be paid by ^bem to my memorie, 
tmt give them cause (takeing loose Reports for 
granted Truths) to loath themsdves for bemg 
branches of so unworthy and so wicked a Stocke. 
If men would but as well consider tiie palne- 
foil and vexatious part imposVl on mee dureing all 
the Warns, as tibey looke upon the Privfleges I 
enjofd by my neare Belation to His Majestie's 
service^ they would finde nKure cause to pitty mee 
for my Labours^ than to envy mee for the Honour 
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orprofittof myEnqiloyiiimts. ^^rfrbniitheitime 
Uis^Majestie 'Went last from Xoi]^ioa^ totiie time 
Hee Jeft ,Ox£b]xl.to.goeito the JSootts Anmeyil will 
coofideiitlya&riii^I^lMr'd^as painfiiU and as ser- 
vile ^a life as anie :(wbo ^mv liee jvas) i^.d^e 
meanest degree. But I b<qpe (that tibe iigfa^pie 
Fate^hatfaatttliitbarito followed mee^ will at least 
leave mee in tbis^ soe that! may |iot be thougbt 
to 4Eqpeake4l]iis by way of gmdg^^ ^or repmeing at 
^ liardship of my 4ttty^ for Gqd knowes^ had 
the traveU of my body or rainde beei^e maoh 
more besett with Toyles &ad difficulties I should 
(with 4he .same dierefulloess) have waded through 
all^ when in the least measure^there }iad be^ ques- 
tion of pursueing His Majestie's intemst. And I 
hope there is not yet so greate a failm;e of Justice 
amongst men^ but that there will still be found 
some^ who will justifie my passionate behaviour^ 
upon all occasions in what might have conduced 
thereunto. 

It is no part qi my int^xtion^ to adventure 
upon the Historic of the unfortunate diyisions 
betweene His Mcgestie and the Two Houses of 
Parliament^ my buiMnesse being onMe to deliver so 
much as my duty was particularly conoem'd in^ 
when His Majestic was pleased to remove from 
Oxford to the Scotts Armie^ and from Hampton 
Court to the Isle of Wight ; and not to trouble 
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myself^ or others^ with more than what its pertinent, 
to the suppressing those fiJse and horrid aspersions 
cast upon my fidelitie in both those Actions^ wherein 
I shall be carefuU that nothing shall fall from 
mee^ the Truth whereof I will not be ready at all 
times to justifie with my life. 

To wave therefore all things that passed be- 
tweene His Majestie^ the Two Houses of Parlia- 
ment and their Armies till the month of April 1646. 
I hold it fitt to give this state of things^ that when 
His Majestie's Forces were reduc'd to the last 
period (which I take to be the time when Oxford 
was besieged) it was judged necessarie by all con- 
sidering men (as well for the advantage of that 
faithfull remnant within that place^ as for His Mar 
jestie-s safety) that His sacred Person should not be 
liable to the success of an assault, (for Conditions 
or Treaties seem'd value to be expected where the 
King was,) but that some expedient should be 
found by Escape from thence to save His life> 
though nothing could be thought on in order to 
His flight, that in point of danger kept not equall 
pace with the hazard of His stay. Notwithstand- 
ing it was then first debated (as the King was 
pleased to tell me) whither it were not better for 
His Majestic to endeavour the obtaining Condi- 
tions from the Cheefe Officers of the Parliament's 
Armie (since Hee had been so often refused by the 
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Parliament itself) rather than be exposed to a cer- 
taine mine in the Garrison ; next, whither if Hee 
should faile of their duty (betweene whom and 
the Parliament there wjas at that time no verie 
^o6d Correspondence) the safest way for the King 
were not to breake through some part of the 
Armie before Oxford^ and make tender of His 
Person to the Two Houses at Westminster ; and 
lastly, whither Hee should not get privatly beyond 
the Seas, either into France or Ireland, from 
whence Hee might hopefullie retume with sup- 
plyes to releeve Oxford, and give new life to His 
then languishing condition. To the first it was 
thought most necessarie, that His Majestic should 
labour by all meanes possible to perswade the 
Officers of the Armie to give Him honourable 
Conditions, arid to trust himself with them rather 
than to continue in the Garrison. The Second 
was judged by most of His Council (to whom Hee 
was pleased to communicate that matter) to bee 
an Action of greate Resolution^ and probably 
hopefuU, though in regard of the danger that 
might happen to His Persbn in His passage to 
London, none of them would advise Him to it. 
The last ^as totally rejected, as a thiiig in no 
wise counsaileable, not only in regard of the mis- 
becoming His Majestic, to quit His party in that 
faint seemeing way, but principallie because France 

VOL. II. F 
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and Ireland were both in that Extreamity as Hee 
could not (in any reason) expect releefe from 
either. Ilie former being imbarked in a sharp 
and tedious Warr with Spaine> and the Other soe 
farr reduced by the Parliament's forces, as that .the 
strength then left under His Majestie*s commandi 
was wholy imploy'd in preserveing themselves 
from the visible danger which the power of the 
Parliament was daily neOessitateing them to feU 
into. 

Whilst these thoughts were under considera- 
tion, there arrived one Monsieur Montreal, Ageilt 
from France who had Instructions to Treate with 
the Commissioners of Scotland, (then in London) 
and to endeavour, by all meanes iikiaginable, to 
bring them to moderation in the point of the 
Covenant, and of other rigid particulars, which 
they had formerly insisted upon, to the utter sepa- 
ration of His Majestie's and their Interest, and 
with power to assure them, that if they would 
submit thereunto, the Crowne of France Would 
undertake His Majestic should go into their Army 
(then before Newarke.) 

The Commissioners well knowing the vast dis-» 
tance at that time, betweene them and the Parlia- 
ment, and the probability there then was that 
those differences should grow dayly wider, rather 
then have anie composure, did with greate readi* 
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ness embrace the profera made by the Ageat^ aqd 
shortned the worke (for indeed all thmgs were, 
in a greate measure^ before his comeiog over 
agreed at Paris, betweene *Sir Robart Murray on 'a person 

wellaifeet- 

the behalf of Scotland and Cardinall Mazarine on «d ^ hu 

Majestie. 

the part of the Queene of England) by giveing 
him iauthoritie to repaire to Oxford and comply 
with the King in all things Hee should desire,. so 
as hee could dispone His Majestie to goe speedily 
to their Armie. 

When th€iis^ things were presented to His Ma- 
jestie^ Hee. did approve of all that Negotiation, but 
did scruple what security He should have for the 
perfwmance thereof; to which the Agent tendred 
Him the Engagement of the Crowne of France, 
which in favour to the Scotts (hee affirmed) was 
obtained by them^ and that that Security was 
part of the Commands hee stood charged with^ 
hee profered that His Majestie should peruse his 
instructions to that point, or have with all expedi* 
tion anie other satisfaction hee should require. 

When that part was examined^ his Majestie de- 
clared that hee fully rested upon that Engagement, 
and findeing all things ready for a Close, sent the 
Agent to the Scotts^ Annie to acquaint them with 
what had passed, and to desire (if they stood g^ill 
resolved to pursue that Treaty,) they would send 
a strong partie of horse to Gainsborough to meete 
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Hiin, but wHliall, that His Majestic wo^ 
bound to ametliiiig^ till Hee reoeaved an Accompt 
from liim bow the Agreement rhelish'd in the 
Annie; Resolvdng; that if by anie meanes. He 
ooold have anie reasonable Trames (in the interim) 
from either the l^ng linh Failiament or the Armie 
(<^both wMch Hee intended to make Tryall) Hee 
wonld not desot them to go aver to the Scotts^ 
wbo hod been snch unhappy Instimments in divi- 
nons betweai Him and His Subjects heere. 

Tlie Agent havdng tak^i his leave^ His Maqestie 
then thought it requifflte to make his last attempt 
(tf discovering the reall intentions both of Farliar 
ment and Armie, whereby hee might make a true 
judgonent of what was most in order to improoye 
His then desparate Condition ; in pursuance where* 
i^, His Majestic sent snch a message to the Ftolia- 
ment as would probably have begot some overture 
of their Inclinations towards a Peace, so as Hee 
might bee the better able to give a full Answeare 
to the dispatch He expected from Montreul, or 
goveme Himself otherwise as from His Councill 
Hee should receive advice ; but (he retume which 
came from the P^liament was so absolute a Nega* 
tive to the point of His Majestie*s comeing to Lon-^ 
don, to treate of a Peace, as Hee beleeved He had 
then nothing left to his choice but to make tryall of 
the Officers of the Armie before Oxford and Woodr 
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stocke^ or to make a Conjunction with the Scotts. 
And at this instant the Govemour of Woodstocke 
(Captmne Fawcett) sent a messenger to His Majes- 
tic to informe Him of the necessities of that place> 
and to know His pleasure^ whither Hee should 
expect releefe, or deliver it upon the best Articles 
hee could get, or perish in it, haveing made an 
honourable defencq^ even to the greatest extrea^ 
mitie. This opportunity came seasonably to His 
Majestic, who immediately sent to CoUonell Rains- 
borough (then Commander in Cheefe at that 
Siege) for a Pass for the Earles of Southampton 
and Lindsey, Sir William Fleetwood, and my self, 
to treate with him about the Surrender of Wood- 
stock, which was sent accordingly — ^But the In- 
structions His Majestic gave us were, not only to 
deliver the Garrison upon the best Termes Wee 
could obtaine, but also to labour the Armie's ac- 
ceptance of His Majestie's Person with one of these 
two Conditions; either to waite on him to the 
Parliament, and prevaile with them to receive 
Him, with Honour, and Freedome, or that they 
would preserve Him soe in their Army untill they 
could bring the Parliament to that Temper. 

After wee had ended the Treaty for the Garri- 
son, the £arle of Southampton found opportunity 
to let himself into the other part of our Business, 
which indeed seemed to some of the Principall 
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men thei^ (at least so farr as wee could discover) 
a thing verie agreable to their judgements. But 
because they would not adventure on so greate a 
Worke without the privity of their Superiour 
Officers (who were that night to Quarter not farr 
from that place) they desired Ubertie to impart 
the Proposition to them^ with this satisfaction to 
us for the present ; that in the Representitig thereof, 
tliey would promise the profer of that honour 
should loose no advantage, and in case it should 
be accepted, they would send a Paiss to us the 
next day, to returne and finish that Worke, but if 
the Pass came not, wee should take it for granted, 
there would be no Entertainment ^Ven to that 
motion. At our comeing backe to Oxford wee 
gave Accompt of our Proceedings to His Majestic, 
who had in our absence received Letters from 
Montreul to this effect, that hee found the Com- 
missioners of Scotland (resideing in the Army) 
riot fully resolved to concurre in their Articles of 
Agreement, which the Commissioners at London 
had submitted unto for His Majestie's satisfaction. 
The next day being spent, and no Pass come 
from the Officers at Woodstock, it is not hkvd to 
thinke into what sad and miserable Condition 
the King was cast, Oxford being almost cloise be- 
girt on all sides; but within some few houres 
toore letters came from the French Agent^ which 
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did import that all difficulties were Feconciled^ 
and M' David Lesley their Lieutenant Grenerall 
had wders to meete His Majestie with iVo 
Hiowsand Horse at Gainsborough.* 

This Newes was so welcome to the King (being 
in dispaire of anie other Reception) as hee pre- 
sently resolv'd to attempt His passage through 
the E^iglish Annie and Garrisons^ to get to the 
Scotts. But beiiig informed that Ma' Ireton (Com- 
missarie Generall to the Parliament's Army and 
then before Oxford) was a man of greate power 
and Credit with the Soldiery, and verie earnestly 
affected to Peace, thought it fitt to make some 
Tiysdl of him, whither hee would undertake to 
accept and protect His Majestie's Person upon the 
former Conditions, and to that purpose sent Sir 
Edward Ford (his brother in law) to sound his 
inclinations ; with this assurance, that if hee con- 
sented I should follow the next day with power 
to conclude with him, in those or anie new 

* The following is the postscript of a letter from Ashbum- 
ham to the lord Culpeper^ dated Oxford^ Dec. 13th, 1645. 

** As I was going to close this Dispatch, there is a Messenger 
" very happily arrived from the Lord Sinclair -, who hath 
" brought a letter to his Majesty from him and David Leslie ) 
'^ wherein they most earnestly invite his Majesty to come to 
'* their army with great promises of security and complaints 
" against the Farliament.-^We resolve (if they will not admii 
'* us at London) to drive that nail home." Clarendon's State 
Papers, vol. ii. p. 197. 
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matters bee should propose in order to His Ma- 
jestie's Reception. 

But by his not suffering anie man to retume to 
Oxford^ His Majestie found plcdnly that hee did 
not rhellish the discourse upon that subject^ and so 
quit the thought likewise of anie more adyanfiage 
by him, than by the other Hee had try'd before^ 

By mentioning these . particulars I suppose it 
easy for the World to judge, how unwilling His 
Majestie was to have deserted his hopes of recep- 
tion by the English, haveing left nothing unassaye4 
wherein there was anie possibilitie of effecting His 
desires in that point, would anie Reason, anie 
Religion, anie affection to the publick have 
brought them to their just consideration of their 
dutie to Hijn, or, in the pext Relation, the advance 
of their own Private Interest. 

And now His Majestie conceiveing Himself to be 
discharged from all Obligation, which by anie way 
could bee fastned upon Him by His Parliament, 
or by anie authoritie derived from them, setled 
His thoughts upon His journey to the Scotts 
Annie, and in order thereunto did acquaint some 
of His Privy Councell (as Hee was pleased to tell 
me) with His Intentions to leave Oxford, if They 
should approove of that Course to be best for His 
Affaires, and their preservation, but did not im- 
part the truth of His designe with the Scotts, 
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eoncmeing^ that most of them wotild have op- 
posed with some unseasonable heate His conjunc- 
tion with them. And therefore chose rather tp 
put the designe of London upon it^ whither Hee 
knew (by ^e measure Hee had formerly taken of 
their Inclinations) they would be glad (but not 
adrise) Hee should adventure ; which in debate 
fell put accordingly^ they supposing (as indeed all 
wise men would have done) that if His Majestic 
Gpuld have got safe to London and have person- 
ally made greate offers of accommodation^ trust- 
ing Himself with Confidence in the hands of His 
Two Houses^ they would (in Relation to theire 
owne Honour and Interest) have accepted Him 
with much more moderation^ than Hee could 
have hoped for^ by anie intercourse under the 
Notions, and at the distance they then considerM 
Him. 

Amongst the manic favours I received from His 
Majestie (for which I trust God will not so farre 
forsake'mee, or my posteritie as to suffer us to be 
unthankfuU) He was pleased to communicate all 
these passages to mee, and to command my par- 
ticular attendance upon Him, leaveing the man- 
nagerie of that Eicpedition to my Care ; by which 
I found, that greate Honours are allwayes ac- 
companied with greate difficulties and hazards, 
for as I tooke it to be the cheefest marke of con* 
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fidence His Majestie could conferr on anie Subject 
to deliver His sacred Person into my hands to bee 
conducted through so manie streights and dto- 
gers;* so I did hot want foresight enough t6 
consider the mischeefe tJiat might befell 'mee^ if 
His Majestie had mis-carried, in the least want of 
my Vigilance in that Trust ; but, had my thoughts 
been never so defective in what might have been 
the Event of so greate an enterprize, the miserar- 
ble experience I have gain*d, by the barbarous 
Censures upon mee in the other expedition, hath 
fliroughly informed mee what my portion of 
esteeme in the world hath been, and yet no other 
reason of force sufficient to have framed an accu- 
sation against mee for either but success. 

* Compared with these what was the risk, which Ashhurn- 
ham could possihly have incurred hy remaining in Carishrook 
Castle with Hammond 5 in allusion to which the king, as un- 
warrantahly as ungenerously, said to sir Fh. Warwick^ — ^^ 1 do 
** no way believe he was uufaithful to me 5 but I tl^nk he 
" wanted courage at that time, whom I never knew wanted it 
'' before" ? If he had ever wanted it, his majesty must have 
had opportunities enough to remark the deficiency : but then 
alas ! his majesty had had also opportunities Enough to estimate 
the consequences of having entered into that fatal negociation 
with Dr. Hammond*s " penitent convert," which originated in 
his own imprudence. 

No wonder then that it was '* an accident in the king's 
" letting himself into that discourse, when he did but touch 
'^ Upon it, which gave sir FhOip the only occasion he ever had 
*' to speak with the king on this affair : and when he dared not 
*' to seem more inquisitive^* 
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However in obedience ta His Majestie's pkasinie 
I pe]%>rm*d my dntie^ and with humble acknow- 
ledgements to God's protection (after nine dayes 
l^velt upon the Way, and in that time haivdng 
pass'd through fourteene Guards and Garrisons of 
the Enemies) t^ee arriVd safe at the Scotts Army 
before Newarke : where being come. His Majestie 
thchight the most proper pkice for His Reception 
by the Generall and Scotts Commissioners would 
be the House of the French Agent, that all Cir^ 
eumstahces belonging to the Treatie, betweene 
His Majestie, the Crowne of France, and the King- 
dome of Scotland, might be adjusted. 

Manie Lords came instantly to waite on His Ma- 
jestie with professions of joy to finde that Hee had 
to farr honoured their Annie, as to thinke it worthy 
His presence after so long an opposition : some 
of them desireing to knowe wherein they might 
best express their gratitude for the greate Confi- 
dence Hee had in them ; His Majestie reply'd, that 
Hee should be well satisfied, for the hazards Hee 
had runn to get to them, if they would cheere- 
follie apply themselves to perform the Conditions 
upon which Hee came unto them; the Lord 
Lowthian (as His Majestie was pleas'd to informe 
mee) seemed to be surpnz'd with the word Condi- 
tions, akdaffiimedy that bee *hfad never been privie 
to anie thing of that nature, nor did hee beleeve 
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that anie of the Cotnmisrioiiers resLdeiiig in the 
Annie had anie more knowledge of that Treaty 
than himself^ 

Whereupon His Majestie derired the Frraich 
Agent to somme up his Instructions from the 
Crowne of France ; and to make a Narrative of his 
Negotiations thereupon with the Scotts Commis- 
sioners resideing in Lcmdon; which idien Hee had 
done, some of the Lords did assure His Majestie, 
that thqr were altogether ignorant of those particu- 
lars, and that therefore the Treaty being with thdr 
Conmiissioners atliondon^ and theybeinga distinct 
bodie of themselves could not be responsible, or 
tmie way concerned theron. His Majestie then de- 
manded how bee came to be invited thither^ and 
what reason they had to said Him word that all 
differences were reconciled, and that David Lesley 
was to have met Hhn with a partie of Horse. 
They answered that it was verie true, for they ap- 
proved well of His Majestie*s confidence in them, 
beleeveing that the end oi his humouring thdr 
Armie with His Readence was onlie to have made 
tint the phice where Hee intended to settie a 
Peace with His two Kingdomes; in short, such was 
the indiqK»tion of the Eaile <tf Lowthian towards 
His Maigestie as Hee (bdng Preadent of that 
CoDndn and of good Credit amongst them) would 
suffer anie discourse to be made to His 
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Majestic^ other than the takeing of the Covenant^ 
and snbscribeing all the Nineteene Pr<H>osition8 for 
the satisfaction of both Kingdomes ; things^ that 
as they were most distant from His Majestie's 
Besolution^ being most averse to his Conscience 
and Honour^ so they were most unexpected from 
persons so highly favoured by the greate Adven- 
tures Hee had undergone for them. 

To this usage they presently added restraint to 
His Person, setting Strict Guards up<tti Him, and 
grew in all things so rigid and severe, as to tnee 
there seemed little distinction (either in discx>urse, 
or anie part of the Entertainment) betweene His 
Majestic and His Subjects, so that from these pror 
ceedings, the King did plainly discover^ that they 
intended to evade all performance of Condition^ 
upon the Treaty, by their not being privie to 
what those Commissioners at London had done. 
Whereas I am perswaded nothing was ever more 
exactly mannaged than the Intelligence of all 
passages in that Treaty betweene the Commis* 
sioners at London, and those resideing in the 
Armie^ and the better to justifie that beleefe 
(though I suppose there will scarse be found anie 
so ignorant as to thinke they did not freely Com^ 
municate all things that related to a business of 
jthat vast Consideration). I doe welV remember^ 
that in one of MontreuVs Letters to the King 



Digitized by 



Google 



78 NARRATIVfi. 

(dated from the Spotto Armie, and which His Ma^ 
je8tie received before his going from Oxford) there 
was this Expression,; that hee was confident all 
things would now have a hapfqr Conclusion-; for 
that the Chancellour of Scotland (Cheefe Comh- 
missioner at London) had given a meeting (about 
Northampton) to the C!ommissi<mers of the Armie^ 
and had folly satisfied them in all particulars of 
the Treaty ; a thing truly forgot to be urged by 
His Majestic and so the use thereof lost^ though 
perhaps no other could have been made of it^ but 
the improovementof their shame^ and raising the 
horridness of their story to a greater height of 
infamie^ who were absolutely resolved to make 
the best market of the Prize got into their 
hands. 

But, whilst they were thus exercizeing their un- 
naturall Dominion over their Soveraigne^a Messen- 
ger was sent them for a Conference with the 
Commissioners from the Parliament, resideing in 
the English Army, which blocked up Newarke on 
the other side. 

At which Meeting the English Commissioners 
(as I was informed by one who was present at the 
tlebate) desired that the Persons of His Majestic 
and my self (who only came with him) might bee 
delivered into their hands, which if they should 
refuse to doe, a charge would justly lye against 
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them that Wee were come thither by some privat 
invitatioii^ and press'd hard the Separation thdt 
acti<m would neces»tate between the Two Na^ 
tions^if anie such practize should bee discovered i 
but certainly the Scotts wanted nqt confidence to 
deny their knowledge thereof to them who had 
done the same to His Majestic before. 

As to their delivery of .His Majestic they told 
them^that though th^ could not in honour C!onsent 
to the giveing up of anie man^ who came to them 
upon trust and Confidence as His Majestic had 
done^ yet desired them to beleeve that His comeing 
thither should in no wise biee prejudiciall to the 
interest of dither Nation^ but rather an advantage 
to all they could promise to themselves : hopeing 
They should be better understood, by the Parlis^ 
ment of fkigland^ than to conceave they had any 
hand in that Action, other than by such opportu- 
nities to worke the wished for designes of both 
Kingdomes in relation to Church and State. 

Yet notwithstanding all the protestations they 
made of their ignorance of His Majestie*8 comeing 
to them, and their resolution to continue faithfoU 
to the Parliament during His abode thei?e, the 
English Commissioners parted with them altox* 
gether unsatisfied, which strooke no little Terror 
into the Scotts ; insomuch, that at their Retume 
to the King, their discourse seemed to be of a 
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more temperate Complexion^ and their applica* 
tions to carrie with them more Reverence than 
before ; intimateing that probably when the No. 
bility of Scotland should meete with all their 
Commissioners^ those things insisted upon by His 
Majestic to be the subject matter of the past 
Agreement, would then be thought fit to be con- 
sented to, and therefore proposed to march speedily 
to Newcastle whither they were all to come ; and 
that they might rise from the Siege with more 
honour and Securitie to themselves, they desir'd 
that His Majestic would send to the Lord Bellassis 
(then Govemour of Newarke) to surrender that 
place to the English upon as Honourable Termes 
as they could obtaine, that whilst they were busied 
in receiveing the Towne, the Scots might have 
more leisure and less interruption in their march 
to Newcastle ; concluding that if His Majestic 
would so doe, they would not be wanting in their 
Services to Him, when there should be occasion. 
Howbeit His Majestic well knew that the true 
ground of that proposition was their feares that 
the English would rise from the Siege of Newarke 
and foUowe them in the Reare; yet, upon the 
whole matter, this offer qualified somewhat the 
ligidness of their former Entertainments, though 
His Majestic continued still deepely sensible of the 
greate misfortune hee had drawne upon Himself 



Digitized by 



Google 



. NAURATIVS. jSJ^ 

in comeiag; thither ; in the sad apprehension where^ 
of Hee began to tume His thoughts another way^ 
and to designe His remoove out of their hands^ 
commanding mee^y that if I had acquaintance 
with anie of the Commissioners from Parliament 
to take the opportunity of His sending to the 
XiOrd Bellassi^ to desire him that hee would procure 
mee a meeting with 4Some of them^ His Majestic 
resolveing if that were granted, to ^ye mee autho- 
rity to treate of His comeing to them upon Termes 
of Honour and Safety ; which accordingly I did^ 
nominating to the Lord Bellassis M' William 
^Rerrepont ; but the Lord Bellassis told mee (for I 
got leave to speake with him when hee had obeye<J 
His Majestie*s commands of surrendring theTow^e) 
that M' Pierrepoint would by no meanes admitt 
of anie discourse with mee in the Condition I then 
stood, the Action of waiting on the King to th^ 
Scotts Armie rendring mee more obnoxious to the 
Parliament than anie man liveing, and so those 
thoughts of His Majestie's goeing over to the 
English vanished. How profitable they would have 
been to him if they had taken effect, or how dif- 
fering the Close of His life would have been to 
that moum^U fate which afterwards befell Him^ 
J. am not able to judge. This only I am sure ol^ 
that more than probable meanes w^e laid lor His 
Escape from the Scotts, and would have been put 

VOL. If. G 
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in execution if Ma'Rerrepont would have conferred 
%^th mee^ and have accepted of His Majestie*s 
reasonable profer. 

But that faileing^ the King^s last hopes were 
setled upon a full Convention at Newcastle, those 
persons in whose hands hee was, not being' anie 
way incKtf d to His Restauration, for no sooner 
was their Annie two dayes march (in which time 
they had free'd themselves from the feare of anie 
further pursuite by the English Forces) but the 
Commissioners did resume their rude behaviour 
towards His Majestic. 

Being come to Newcastle, His Majestie was mett 
by manic of the Nobility, and divers of the Assem* 
bly of the Kirke of Scottland, who had greate 
influence over all the Councells of the Nobilitie ; 
these did acquaint His Majestie how necessarie it 
was (for the Peace of both Kingdomes) that Hee 
should grant the Nineteene Propositions : His Ma- 
jestie told them Hee hoped they would consider 
the Artikles of Agreement upon which Hee was 
come to them ; wherein it will appeare, that Hee 
was not to be press'd to anie thing which was 
either against His Conscience or Honour. TTiey 
reply d that they had no authority to speake to 
anie thing of that Agreement ; they stood only 
charg'd with Instructions to obtaine from His Ma- 
jestie a fimie and lasting Peace, the only measure 
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wln^reof was His fuU conc^QssiQn to the Pr)(^K)si- 
tions^ aii4 less tha^ which they could not acc^t. 

The King growing impatient at this pressure^ 
aiid j^ei^ the jCoipmissioiii/ers ^^ppointed to re- 
side in London (Tfhp only were part^ to that 
Nj^otiation) ijiot con^e, began to repeate the Coiji- 
djitiQns for His comeing to their Armie^ signed by 
tli^ Fi^ench Ag^t on t|^ part of the Crowne ,Qf 
France, to which M' Secretarie Nicholas and 
myself were witnesses, and concluded, that if in 
aU tl\^t transaction ^ee was betrayed, nothing 
should make ^im so much contribute to l;iis fur- 
ther detraction as to conceale the Instruments 
tbcyceof ; and if Qee could doe no more than to 
discover thew, Hee did not doubt but that God 
would in His good time doe the rest. 

The French Agent being present didjustifie, 
that what hee had done was by authoritie from 
the Crowne of France, and by particular power 
^ven him from the Scotts Commissioners at 
JLiondon (for so much Hee affirmed to His Ma- 
jestic fkt Oxford) ;^ and did not only pake good 
all that the King had said, but added more: 
that if they would not performe the same, the 

* This justification of his conduct very much discountenances 
Hume*s surmize (for which no authority is cited) that Montreuil^ 
" having met with many general professions and promises, had 
" always transmitted them, perhaps with some exaggeration, to 
" the king.*' 
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Crowne of Prance would require it at their handsy 
that Crowne being equallie concerned with Hm 
Majestic in the violation of that Treatie. 

But nothing could prevaile on them to lessen 
anie of their violent prosecution for the dispatch 
of the Propositions; in the debate whereof, there 
was no want of the most undutifuU menaces that 
could be thought on, and, indeed, such as gave 
His Majestic some light, that they intended what 
they afterwards perfected, — ^the disposing His 
Person into the hands of the Parliament, rather 
than to assist Him in the Recoverie of His just 
Authoritie. But manie persons engaged in mosi; 
of the disloyall Actions of that Nation have since 
proved good Converts, and redeemed all their 
Errors, by faithfiiir services and sufferings, and 
therefore they ought not to stand involved in 
anie Accompts for those Evells, since theire peni- 
tentsy and honourable behaviour hath so justly 
tiischarged them. 

This pressure upon His Majei^tie continued all 
^he time I waited on Him at Newcastle (which 
was about nine dayes), when the Earle of Cal- 
lander came to Court and told mee, hee had then 
ieft the Coimcill in debate of disposeing mee ac- 
cording to the desires of Parliament, wherein they 
had with all in^portunity .urged the sending mee 
to London with a safe guard ; and the question 
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t)eiiig put for my ddiverie^ it was carried inthf;^ 
Negative only by one voice ; but with this jointr 
consent^ that if the next Post (which they expected 
that night) should bring the continuation of the 
Parliament's desires in that pointy they would no 
longer refiisq them. When I had paid those 
thankes to his Lordshipp (which were as neare as 
I could proportionable to so grestte a favour) I 
desired hee would acquaint His Majestic there- 
with who then commanded mee to make my 
escape with all the speede I could. I besought 
him that Hee would rather sufifer mee to be 
wrested from Him^ than that of my self I should 
desert His service upon anie apprehension what- 
soever. But His pleasure was so positive, that I 
should loose no time, as I had nothing left but 
my obedience to satisfie Him, so that His for- 
raigne dispatches being closed, I did (with humble 
acknowledgements to God for the deliverance 
Hee then gave mee) passe into Holland ; my ser- 
vants, horses, and all I had being seiz'd upon 
within two houres after my flight: where being 
arrived, and haveing obeyed such ^Instructions 
as I was intrusted with, I hastened into France^ 
to give the Queene an Accompt of what had 
passed in that unhappy expedition to the Scotts, 

* What some of these iD^tmctions wete, will appear in the 
warrant given as No. 4 of the king's letters to J. A« 
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yi/ho fiad tHe most jpMsionate seAse of His Ma- 
jestife's inisfbfrtuiies that tt^te pdssible to bee Scene. 
Shee eominknded mfee to waite on Cardinall Ma- 
zarine (Who had the wholfe mannagerie of that 
Wastaess) to th'end that His Conception might be 
knotirne^ and fhrther Resolutions taken as H^ 
should advise; which accoMingly I did, atid re- 
eeiVild from Him thus much>— th&t hee was mtrj 
that his endeavours to setvci the King of England 
had no better efffect ; that certainly nothing was 
more abhdminable than that action of the Scotts, 
yet hee did not doiibt but that both the Kihgs of 
France and England should bee repaii*ed for the 
breach of their Faith, and that an Embass&ddur 
should instantly goe from theiide to Newcastle 
with peremptorie Instructions to demand per- 
formance of these Artickles, which were the 
grounds of the King*s comeing to their Afrnie ; and 
that in the meane time Hee would endeavour the 
Peace with Spaine, and so be at libertie either to 
necessitate the Scotts to make that good which 
they had undertaken hy His sollicitation at their 
owne importunities, or serve His Majestic by Some 
other Way.* It is true that an Embassadour was 

* In this account of Asbburnham's interview with Mftzarin 
nothing will be found to warrant Hume*s allegation^ rather than 
conjecmre^ that " Montreville, the Erench miidster, fntferested 
'* for the king, more by the Batural sentjments of hmna^iy. 
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sent as the Cardinall had promised^ but His Mar 
jestie's affaires were not in anie kind thereby 
advanced. 

And so I have done with all things that coor 
cemed His Majestie's journey to th^ Scotts, andl 
the discharge of my duty ther^^ the natiirall 
observation of the Narrative bdng^ that tha 
Money due from the Parliament to the Sootte^ 
was thedesigne of divers in their Army inviteing 
His Ma|€stie to th^in^ and proved to bee th^ 
Price of His delivery to the Parliament. 

" than any instructions from his court, had solicited the Scotch 
'' generals and commissioners to give protection to their dis- 
^' tressed sovereign.** On the contrary^ the cardi^al in his 
declaration seems less to approve and sanction^ than to claim^ 
as emanating from himself^ every act of his accredited agent's 
negociation. 

All tke passages relating to Montreuil in this Narrative^ ^;rill 
on comparison^ tally "with lord Clarendon's statement of the 
transaction 5 wherein is powerfully and feelingly shewn how 
this most honourahle man^ after having executed a task of great 
difficulty and impcNiwiee with an observant fidelity^ not sur- 
passed by his generous zeal, fell a victim to the base, cruel, 
and (as it soon proved) ineffectual attempt of a crafty and un- 
principled statesman to conceal his perfidious duplicity. (See 
Clarendon's History, vol. Vp p. 383.) 
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Not manie moneths after the Queene wb» 
pleased to command my service into Holland^* 
about some particular affaires of her owne ; which 
when I had performed^ L returned into France^ 
where I mett the Newes of His Majestie's being 
taken from Holmby by some of the Annie with- 
out Order of Parliament^ and that the Annie had 
given libertie to His Majestic (as an earnest of 
their true Intentions to reinvest Him in His law- 
full Rights) to send and receive letters, and to 
have what servants about Hee pleased* 

Amongst others His Majestic thought fitt to 
command my attendance; and haveing the 
Queene's and Prince's consent, and their Instruc- 
tions in some things which were not proper for 
His Majestic to appeare in, I retum'd into Eng- 
land, where I met with the Lord Fairfax his Pass 
for my Protection. But before I was admitted to 
wait on His Majestic,^ CoUonell Whaley (who had 

* In a letter dated Nov' |?, 1646, from St. Germain, the 
queen writes to the king^^'* I have appointed 1* Jermyn and 
" l^ Culpeper (for I. A. is immediately to goe to the Haghe, — 
'* the jewels will otherwise be lost,«-and to setle a friendship 
" between P. C.f and P. of O.) to Car: Maz:4 and to take his 
'^ opinion, &c. &c." Clarendon*s State Papers, vol ii. p. 298. 

t Prince Charles and the Prince of Orange. 
t Cardinal Mazarin. 
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^e Command of the Guards about Him) required 
mee to g^ve pledge of my Faith aud Honour that 
His Majestie should not depart by my Contriv- 
ance out of thdr hands without their privity^ to 
which I submitted ; and when I had acquainted 
the' King therewith^ Hee sent for Coll. Whaley^ 
and profered His word likewise to be engaged 
upon the same termes ^ so confident His. Majestie 
then was that their behaviour towards Him would 
be auch^ a& Hee i^uld never have occasion^ to 
desert them. 

And now I cannot proceed anie further (for it 
is the tragicall part of my life) without makeing 
greate moane and bewaileing the miserie of my 
hte, that I should be called to doe my dutie to 
the best of Kings in His lowest Ebbe of Condir 
tion ; when there was not one man in all His 
Dominions, that though Hee had the will^ bad 
any power to appeare in Hi& service; when no- 
thing of the least advantage to His recovery could 
be^ obtain'd, but by the wariest and most paine- 
full way of solticitation, least anie umbrage might 
ber taken even at desireing those things which 
were but pertinent to His livelyhood ; wheu it WBfi 
never offered to His. Majestie to make chpisCtOf 
a.nie one thing i which might in some Respect be 
profitable to His affaires ; bdt which of the m&nifi 
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Evells Hee would acc€^ wm that> whidai WM 
most constantly set before- Him. 

When the persons in niiose hinids Has MBgestie 
was^ were the most barbaarons^ mait bloodie and 
most fiuthless of all the whole race of raanHkind; 
and when invincible necessity (in r^pard of their 
pow^) enforced an apjplicataon to. theoiy aoie ad- 
dress to anie other^ being then accoss^ited no laii 
than Frenzy. 

In this moumfhll plight I found His Ma|estie 
at Wooboume, in Treaty with M' Cromwell 
and M'' Ireton, and some other Officers of the 
Annie; the Subject matters of their discourse 
being certaine Proposalls (afterwards in prints 
under the Htle of the Prc^salls of the ArtnieX 
and because they pretended that their idoiploy- 
ments were of an active nature^ and oeq^tr'd such 
diligence as they could not give their constant 
attendance on His Majestic ; as likewise to aatisfy 
the King's impatience to improc^e die uncertalae 
and perplexed condidon of His business^ Hee was 
pleased to command iS&r John Beriiley and my 
self to gaine from them what moderation wee 
could^ in those things then in debate betweene 
them^ according to wich Imrtiructions as His Ma- 
jestic gave to us ; and to use our best ^ideavours 
M} fasten their aflfections to His Majestie's perfect 
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Ri^Misraratioii by ^mfe^ of advatitageA to them- 
^Ifm, nad by fiEtlMlfing their i^ifiost expecla- 
tiond'iii ai^ thing nekiteitig to their owne privat 
ifiteregt^ 0r that of anie of thek ftiend«^ whom 
tiiey wo«td iflv<dve in the w6^rko of His Re-eMa- 
hlkiitnent^ which was indeed also one of the par^ 
ti€i«l^i8 given tme in charge by Her MajcNitle 
and the Pfinee. 

Ttfi^ WM mannaged with the best industry and 
skill wee were capable of^ and Sot the sfiaoe of 
twenty dayes (or thereabouts) not without some 
hbp^ of success. 

At Whieh time (as the -oondidon of the Annie 
stodd) the reputation they had aoqidred bylheir 
compliance with His Maje^ie (the end therecrf 
being gienbrally conceived to be their greate zeale 
to peace) was the best foundation they had to 
worke upon ; but the ^ffien-enoes growing high 
betweene Hie Pbitiament and Armle^ axiA the 
Citty of London adhereing to the FtoUament^ it 
wufi resolved by the Armie to mairoh up to Lmidon> 
and take i^ueh fortune^ as the influence of such a 
power^ trould have i^ob ^ther or both of them. 

At tli» imstant Oromwell and Irtton did expect 
His Ma^etlie's consent to their Proposalls as they 
w«re mtidesttted by themsel^^tdSy wfaidiwas iMMtned 
iritii all pos8ib]ie^e!q>e«iftioii, it being then under 
the oai-e of some of Hie M^'estieV feityullest 



Digitized by 



Google 



93 nabrative: 

Councell at Law^ and Bomfi others of eininente^C^ 
integrity, who were all verie diligent in preparing 
it, according to the instructions given tbeto hS 
the King, and in pursuite of the Agreement on 
both parts (the King'sf neg£itive voice, aad some, 
other of the severest points in th^ ProposaUs 
being struck out). But the setme day it was^ 
finished (the Concessions being neare what they 
themselves did desire) the Armie was marched, to 
Brainford, whither the Citty had sent some of 
their Corporation to make all imaginable sub- 
mission, and the Speaker with a verie considerable 
number of the Members who bad deserted the 
Parliament came to Sion, and offered conjunction 
with them, to the utmost extent of life and for- 
tune, which was an issue. of that Action verie 
much above the thoughts of the Armie, and which 
made them to looke on themselves a^ much more 
formidable than, before, and much less consider 
His Majestic or His interest ; insomuch as wl^n 
wee came to Syon, with His Majestie*s Answeare, 
Coll. Deane told mee privatly, from them, (fop 
neither Cromwell nor Ireton would speake with 
us) that they feared the Armie would now be. of 
another temper, there being then manie other 
considerable men added to their CounciUs, who 
perhaps might scruple the good they intended 
the King; yet they would use the best meaues 
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they could to bring them all over to their judge-*^ 
ments^ their aime being still to preserve His Ma* 
jestie in His just Authority. But. most certainly 
they did designe the event of that march to be 
th^ir measure of i^erveing or abandoning the 
King ; so that if a strong t>pposition had been 
made^ and that they had been mett from London 
.l>y ^ greater power than their owile^ they would 
have ' placed His Majestie at the head of their 
Arfnie^ and given free admission to all of His 
Partie; but if they should improoye their pros^ 
peritie upon any other score^ they would have 
the less use of His Majestie's interest to support 
them. 

Their worke being thus farre done^ the Army 
inarched through London^ disposing of all things 
with no less freedom and ease^ than men doe usu<- 
ally in places brought under subjection by aii 
:ancontrouleable power^ and indeed it was no 
Ismail credit which that victorie ^ve to theire 
AflEaires ; the newes whereof being brought to the 
King, His prophetick conception was^ that no- 
thing did presage more mischeefe to Him than 
that vast increase of their authority^ which in few 
dayes after did in some measure begin to appear : 
for being commanded by His Majestie to desirje 
(from Cromwell and Iretoa that Hee might re- 
ttoove from Stoake to oiiie of His :<iwne Housed^ 
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they told mei^ (iMith v^iie Mvere Countenances) 
Hee shouid goe if Hee {deMed- to Oatlaadg ; iyot 
tbBt tliejr iuid mett neith suffideiit proof ttiat Hm 
King had not ^foky abutted and foioented the ^.dif* 
fweneeft betmwae th^i aiul their Eneoiies^ hy 
coHmiaaduig all His Partie to take Condilsoiis 
under the {ikm} Parliammt and Ckty^ but that 
ISkeirise Hee had (at that i^tant) a fVe»ei» with 
the Soott09 when Hee made greatest profession to 
Cflose with tiiem ; foir the justifioation of winch^ 
they affirmed that they bad both His and the 
^ciencfs letters to nMdke it good^ wiiieh were 
greate allayes to their thoughts of serveing bim^ 
and did verie much justifie the generall misfor- 
ttine Hee Ured under of haveing the reputation of 
little fiiith in His dealings: a scandall raistd jbiy 
ihemsekes tbe better <to support and gaine ad- 
t^ntage to 'their hotrid designes. I tdd .them^ 
ti^at It was no hard tiling for them, when their 
inclinations to His Majertie did grow fidnt^ to 
#»nne4)fajeetioi» whidi in appearanee might bee 
istrong enough 4o preTent ane farther prc^eiss in 
the Treatie^ then depending befcweeqe them^ and 
so to deseil; the King with plausible reasons jon 
their parts^ and blaDoie on fais^ for not ioonsenting 
to what was jmt ^nd^eqfnall m.offiist to the.pub- 
Mck peace ; but I would presume so .much upon 
/His Majestie'S tnnocenqy in both those Points^ as 
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if tbey irauld im>dnce the proofii upon wbich 
those InformaiioiiB wwe grounded^ and that they 
shall ftom. tfamoe appeare to be eleare^ His Ma- 
jei^ i^nld quitt His SxpeotatiMssi^ mot onlie of 
h&ag restored by thrir nijeana, Imt from raceai^e^ 
iQ^ BEnie advantage wfa*t e^iner ioam then; so 
flteongly was I peisimded ithat they cotdd not 
lastm mpon ihe King the leant Colour of tmkh in 
that Charge. 

.BNit so little dtatie thef baiie rto His Majestic^ 
and their meked .aizbtilty wbs sneh, whea they 
bad no use of Ham, how mdnstrioiis^ and how 
diligent they Would be to dlsoover the least 
Crooke or Grannie that might most woike his 
pregndiee.; and againe, when Jiis Majedtie's in* 
tereste was lat anie time necessarie to the pronKK 
tion of their power^ what ini^inuationB^ what 
Addresses^ and what applications they would 
make to obtaine it, is a thing past all beleefe. 

Whilst His Majeetia was at Oatlands, they 
seemed verie busie in takeing aw^ the power ci 
their Enemies (the Presbyteredra Partie in the 
House of Commons) a.nd particularly xq impeach- 
ing the Eleavai Members, which served them for 
some Gumse why they did not proceede in those 
services they had prcmiised to the King ; Cromwell 
also tten (ksireing that this positive resolution 
in him might bee patiently relyed upon, (which 
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hee often repeated) that if the Annie did continue 
an Armie^ they would restore the King. 

^me of the cheefestt>f the impeaeh'd Member^ 
"being fledd, and that new Victorie obtained, they 
were thai at leisure to consider their solemne 
promises to His Majestic : and in order there-^ 
unto, did acquaint the House of Commons with 
the proposalls they had tendred to the King, de- 
sireing that they might bee the gi'ound of a IVeaty 
with Him and both Houses, not dareing (a6 tbey 
pretended) to avow the Close of the former Treaty 
thereupon .with themselves. But whither Crom- 
well and Ireton did '(under band) labour the re- 
jecting of them, that they might bee disengaged, 
^md so to have a good pretence to desert the fur^ 
tha* consideration of His Majestic, being then got 
to the greatest height they could hope to arrive 
at; or whither they did faithfully intend, what 
they at that time perswaded the King to beleev^ 
I was not then positively able to say, so many 
ishewes and expressions of their RealUties they 
would still intermingle in their discourses. 

However so it happened that the Prqposalls 
were rejected by the .Houses, and instead thereof, 
the debate of sending itgaine the Nineteene Pxo^ 
positions were re-isum'd; than wbich ^nothing 
:seem'd more prejuditiall to His Majesty and His 
mffaires. Yet even then likewise, Cromw€^jEtn4 
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Ireton denied that the King would hot bee dis- 
couraged^ for they would never give over their 
thoughts of serveing Him although there were but 
Shi men of the whole Armie to stand to them ; 
th^ would dispute the King's interest to the ut- 
most of their lives and fortunes^ rather than bee 
so enslaVd by the Parliament; and that if Hee 
pleased^ Hee should goe to Hampton Courts and 
the Head Quarters should bee at Putney^ where 
there would be opportunity of more frequent In^- 
telligenoe. Which being done the Armie hearkned 
diligently after the Results of the Coundll of 
Warr^ whereunto a sort of men called Agitators 
bdng admitted^ tooke upon them to be advisers 
of the publicke Good^ and therein travelFd into 
the whole cause of the breach betweene His Ma- 
jestic and the Two Houses of Parliament^ beleeve- 
ing it proper for them to direct what was neces- 
sane to bee done thereupon. These men (whither 
by Connivence or privat Encouragemait from their 
superior Officers^ or whither they were troubled 
to see the King should treate with so small a 
number <tf the Armie, and that thereby if anie 
good should happen to Him, that all the rest 
would be forgotten in the distribution of Rewards) 
did at all their meetings most violently call for 
justice upon the King for the innocent blood 
(they pretended) Hee had spilt ; insomuch, that 
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they caused the Nineteene PropoBitions to be scf^ 
dainely sent to the King at Hampton Courts as a 
thing that would soonest put an end to the CoDr 
sideration of the Proposalls^ and consequently to 
the Treatie. But CromweU and IretCMX seeming 
dis|contented lat the scome the Houses cibt upon 
the Proposalls^ wislied they might see His Majefr- 
tie's answeare to the Nineteene Propositions before 
it went to the Houses^ which the King^ was tike 
rather inclined to doe^ in- regard it taught engage 
them the more to insist upon the Proposalls (the 
best of all the Evells offered to Him) to bee the 
medium for a PeacCi ^d after His answeare was 
framed^ Hee sent it to them to peruse^ who 
directed some alterations to bee ni^e,&Dd pto- 
mis'd all the furtherance they could ^v^ i« wh^n 
it should come to the House. 

But so ill a Reception had it there as nothing 
ever had a worse^ and the mis-understanding -be- 
tweene His Majestie and the Two Houses^ was by 
soe much the greater^ by how much that answeare 
did less rhellish than tliey expected, which Crom- 
well and Ireton madei use of to with-draw them^ 
selves by degrees from the freedome of their 
wonted discourses of His Majei^e's Recoverie. 

Whether it was, that they comipir'd with the 
rest to lay Him aside, or that reallie and truly 
they had discovered a greater power than 4iieir 
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ovhae fism in opposition to them 1>oth in ParHa- 
nptrat and Armie^ i cotild noK; then jndge> but 
findeing this visible change^ I nsed all diligence Co 
seeke out theur resolutions as to the King's busii 
ncm^ to the end Hee might make a judgement of 
what was the neitt best; in case thos6 persons with 
whom Hee had treated shoidd desert him; and 
dpeafeeing with on« of «he Officers of the Ariny to 
that purpose hee told mee^ that Coll. Rich had 
that day informed himj that Cromwell had made a 
long discoui^e to him ot the happy Condition "the 
peo|4e of this kingdome would be in if the Go* 
vemment under which they in Holland liVd were 
setled heere. Ttiis wrought so powerftilly with 
taeey as I hastned with all expedition to acquaint 
His Majestic with that passage^ to the end that 
Hee might thinke of some other way more likely 
to promote His recoverie : the wizards of these 
men seeming now to be ill set on^ if not altogether 
taken of* Yet that it was most necessary to con- 
tinue a falre cwrespondemce with them^ and not 
to lessen (in appearance) His beleefe of .their good 
intentions towards Him^ the sole authoritie of the 
Kingdome^ and His sacred person being in their 
hands; At which His Mbjestie for a yfiAle seem'd 
troubledy but after 'some recollection «aid/ that 
Hee was not altogether surprizM^ for that Hee 
had alwayes had some secrett hints in His thoughts^ 
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that they never designed anie real! service t0 Him^ 
but made use of His Interest to advabce thdr 
owne^ which lay some other way than by Hisr 
Restauration; yet beleeved it fitt I should spee- 
dily speake With Cromwell and Iretcooi^ and «ndear 
vour to draw them to a period of what His 
Majestic might expect from them. And when I 
had well obs^v*d my instrootions^ I repaired to 
them/and found them at so greate a distance to 
what formerly they appeared to bee in relation to 
His Majestie's good^ as I was then cleairely con- 
firmed tiiat there was no more to be hoped from 
them^ unless pure necessity by an absolute breach 
itith the Parliament enforced them. .Whereupon 
the King resolved to advertize the Queene and 
His Councill with Her^ of the Change of His 
AtEa&reSy that all mig^t eonsider what wi^ most 
prober to be d6ne therein, . 

In the meane time Hee commanded mee to find 
some good -occasion to withdraw my word^ which 
was engaged for His Majestie's not departing out 
of their hands without their privity, which accord- 
ingly I did, giveing this Reason, that the multi- 
plicitie of Seo>tts about the Court was such, and 
the A^tators in the Aimie so violently set against 
the King, as (for ought I knew) either partie 
might as well take Him from Hampton Court, a$ 
some others did from Holmby, and that I was not 
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obliged to hazard my life for one or other; 
though truly I apprehended neither, but thought 
them the best pretences I could make in obeying 
His Majestic in that point ; and for that cause, 
and for the plaine language I used to Cromwell 
at my last being with him, which was to the full 
of what became mee in discharge of my dutie, I 
was the next day dismissed from my attendance 
upon the King ; and the Guards being placed 
that night so neare His Majestie's Chamber that 
they disturbed His repose, Hee complained to 
ColL Whaley of that rudeness, and told Him that 
His word should no longer oblige Him to con- 
tinue with them, for where His word was given 
there ought to be no Guards about Him. 

,Not manie dayes after M' Legg came to mee 
from His Majestic (for Hee onlie was permitted 
to continue still neare Him), and told mee that 
His Majestic was resolved to escape from Hamp- 
ton Court, and commanded mee to contrive it for 
Him ; to which I did most readily submitt, and 
promised to doe my dutie therein; but desired to 
know whether Hee intended to goe : hee reply'd 
His Majestic left that thought to mee. I told him 
that was too hard a burden for mee to undertake ; 
but if hee would get the King's consent to impart 
it to Sir John Berkeley, wee would offer Him our 
opinions next morning. M' Legg told mee it was 
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His Majestie's positive pleasure that *Sir John 
Berkeley should not be acquainted .with His 
escape* Yet in :regard hee was sent aver by the 
Queene, and that I was verie doubtfuUof my owne 
judgement in so weighty a matter, and for that 
hee was so constantly nith mee, that I could not 
well avoid him, I did (verie presumptuously I 
confess) send the King word that hee ought to 
have the knowledge of that business,^ and I would 
be responsible for him. The next day M' Legg 
came to know what our sense was upon His Ma- 
jestie's Remoove. I didagaine aske him whether 
the King had yet thought of anie place to go to. 
Hee told us that Hee inclined to go beyond the 
seas, and for his part hee supposed Jersey a proper 
place for Him. I reply'd that I would willingly 
wait on Him to what place Hee pleas'd, but His 
deserting the Kingdome would (in my judgement) 
proove very disadvantageous to His affaires, not 
only as a thing scarce practicable in regard of the 
sedaine pursuite would bee made after Him, and 
the preparation of a vessell to transport IRm, being 
a worke of more time than could bee allowed^^ 

* Lord Clarendon says that " Berkeley was little known to 
" the king ; and tlUit little not without some prejudice.*' 

t Lord Clarendon in his character of sir J. Berkeley says-^ 
^ this gentleman and John Ashhumham^ the latter of whom the 
'^ king had entrusted to provide a ship for him to transport him 
" heyond the sea : hut hy what accident was not known^ there 
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such CauHons being to be used far the obtahnng of 
U, as His Mcgestte^s Condition did require; but 
also^ that it would make desperate all His Partie, 
and leave the whole dominion to His Enemies, 
who in His absence might possibly finde some 
mcHre reasonable pretence to goveme the King-^ 
dome by the Parliament Hee had setled^ than 
they could have if Hee continued in it ; besides 
Hee would find all the parts so engaged in the 
preservation of what related to their owne Interest^ 
ai» there would bee little or no hopes of returning 
mth anie forraine Supplyes, as some of His pre- 
decessors had formerly done. 

Upon these Reasons^ I rather thought it fitt for 
the King to designe some action at home, though 
it should carry with it never so visible a face of 
danger; and therefore / would (since Hee was 
pleased to command it) take thefreedome to offer 
to His consideration the trying whither the ScottS 
Commissioners (who were then at Hampton Court, 
and had made severall overtures of their Service) 

'*' was no ship ready^ &€.'*— -Is it known by what accident this 
Very notable fact was made known to the most authentic, and 
therefore conscientious, of all historians ? It certainly was not 
from having read the " relation** of his friend, and Ashbum- 
ham*s enemy, Berkeley. 

Many extracts from Berkeley*s Memoir have been given in 
the Vindication prefixed to this Narrative. The whole of it will 
be inserted in the Appendix, in order that the two Account^ 
may be the more fairly compared. 
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wmld meete His MajesHe the next doff at the 
Lord Maior^s house in London (whither I would 
undertake to carry Hiin)^ and tiiere declare their 
whole Nation to be satisfied with the King's last 
Answeare to the Propositions delivered to Him at 
Hampton Courts and to endeavour to make all 
the Presbyterian partie in the Cittie (over whom 
they had then a strange influence) to acquiesce in 
that Answeare ; and that being done^ that His 
Majestic would instantly send to the House of 
Peeres to make the like ofier^ with this addition, 
that if the things therein contained would not 
satisfie them^ Hee would come in person to the 
House^ and with reservation of His Conscience 
and Honour> would give them all other imaginable 
Contentment. 

By which attempt (I supposed) His Majestic 
would have the full experience of the Houses and 
Citties affections, the opportunity of declaring 
themselves being so verie good, in regard the 
Armie (against the Proceedings whereof they both 
seemed averse) could not bee drawne together in 
tenne dayes at the soonest^ so verie distant from 
London were their Quarters; and in case that 
attempt should not succeed, Hee had then dis- 
charged all that could be Expected from Him, suid 
I should better carry Him from London beyond 
the Seas, than from anie other place, haveing 
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then so much time to provide fot it : 6ut wkhidl 
I desired that nothing of this might bee done, unr- 
less the Scotts Commissumers would doe their 
parts:* for indeed, one of the jnincipall ends in 
that Proposition was, to engage that Nation in 
such a puhlich Action, as they could have no colour 
left them to desert His Majestic awf mare. That 
either they should have prospered and had a verie 
remarkable part in His RestauraHon, and the 
Rewards justly due to their meritts, or have runne 
the same fortune the King had done, whereby a 
certaine foundation (in case of miscarriage) would 
have been laid for afaitffull covgunction betweene 
His Mqfestie and them. When this was delivered 
to the King, Hee sent instantly for the Scotts 
Commissioners, and imparted it to them, who (as 
His Majestic after told mee) joyned fully in the 
approbation thereof^ and were so much satisfied 
with the designe^ as the Lord Lanarick did 
affirme that in his judgement His Majestic had 
never anie thing in view since the beginning of 

* '' Mr. Ashburnham had so great a detestation of the Scot? 
*' that he expected no good from their fraternity^ the presby- 
" terians of the city ; and did really believe that^ if his majesty 
" should put himself into their hands^ as was advised by many, 
'' with a purpose that he should there be concealed, till some 
'* favourable conjuncture ahotdd offer itself, the security of sock 
" an escape was not to be relied on : and very earnestly dissuadei 
*' his master from entertaining the thought of it.'* Clarendon's 
History of the Rebellion. 
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His troilbles that was so likely to doe His worke 
as what wais then proposed. Breefly they did 
unanimonsly agree that they would doe their 
parts^ if the .King would put in practize His owne ; 
only at thdr takeing leave of Ifis Majestie th^ 
desired they might have liberty till the next 
morning to thinke of some Cirenmstances (not 
that they could adde anie thing to the Substance 
of the Proposition) which might happily conduce 
to the more certaine Meeting the ends thereof; 
but when they came the next day to dose all^ 
they did (to His Miyestie's greate amazement) 
retract what formerly they had so cheerefiilly 
consented to^ excuseing themselves upon the de- 
fect of their power to undertake so weighty a 
business without the knowledge and command of 
the Estates of Scotland ; as likewise that it would 
hee too hazardous an Accompt both for His Ma^ 
jestie and them : yet they hansomely offered to 
waite upmi Him in the utmost dangers as private 
persons^ but could not doe it as publick ministers. 
And that very day Sir John Berkeley likewise 
withdrew his judgement from the designe of the 
King's going to London (notwithstanding that 
hee had engaged his Faith and Hoxiour to joine 
with mee and M' Legg in that Accompt^ or perish 
in it), alledgeing the greate danger that thereby 
might happen to His Majestie's Person, and the 
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little probabilitie of success ; not well oonslder-? 
ing His Majestie's miserable condidon at that pre- 
sent time^ bdng then confined to His chamber; 
and frequently advertised (by persons of good 
affection to Him) that there was some privat 
practise upon His life,* perticularly M' Ackworth 
informed His Majestic that CoUonell Bainsbo- 
rough was resolved to kill Him, and offer*d to 
proove itby two witnesses, that there was nothing 
that could be thought on in order to His preset^ 
vation that would not carry danger with it,*(*both 
to the King and those that endeavoured to serve 
Him in it. 

This was matter of no small wonder to mee^ to 
find him start from a business of that greate con- 
cernment, especiallie when it was to be put in 
execution the next day ; though I am more than 
confident that it did not proceed from anie un- 
worthy or faithless apprehension. But Ma' Legg 
returned to us and commanded us from His Ma- 
jestic to propose some other place for Him to goe 

* *' The king every day received Kttle billets or letters se- 
** cretly conveyed to him without any name^ which advertised 
'' him of wicked designs upon his life : — ^many who repaired to 
*' him brought the same advice from men of unquestionable 
" sincerity." 

t '' The making an escape^ if it were not contrived with 
" wonderful sagacity, would expose him to be assasdni^ied by 
'' pretended ignorance, and charged upon himself.** History of 
the Rebellion, vol. v. p. 487. 
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to, for Hee was resolved to stay no longer aC 
Hampton Court: / did then (calling to mind 
what ColL Hammond had said to meie some few 
dayes before, meeting Him upon the Roade to 
London, that *^ hee was going downe to his 
^^ Government, because hee found the Annie was 
^^ resolv'd to breake all promises with the King, 
^* and that hee would have nothing to doe with 
** such perfidious actions i* as likewise what had 
passed betweene the King and the Scotts Com- 
missioners, and betweene mee and Sir John 
Berkeley in their dissent from His Majestie*s 
goeing to London) unfortunately (in regard of the 
success, not of the ill choise of the place) offer to 
their thoughts ^Sir John Oglander^s house in the 

* That the manuscript Narrative submitted to the chancel- 
lor's inspection was the same as that which^ now for the first 
time printed; is here presented to the publick^ reasons have 
been given in proof at page 157 of the first volume of this Vin- 
dication. The noble historian^ whose scrupulous authenticity is 
not to be questioned^ having premised that he had not only read 
Ashbumham's relation, but conferred at large with him on the 
subject, positively asserts that ** Mr. Ashbumham did constantly 
f ' deny that he had any thought of the Isle of Wight when the 
'' King left Hampton Court." 

At page 160 of the aforesaid volume it has been shewn that 
there was no cause for Ashbumham's wishing to deny his ever 
having had this thought 5 that even, if he had had the wish, he 
had deprived himself of all power to deny it $ and that in point 
«f &ct he never did deny it. 

It is scarcely possible to contend that lord Clarendon should 
never have seen, or heard of Ashbumham's letter, printed and 
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Isle offFight; where His Majestie ni^t coIih 
tinue concealed till Hee had-^u'd th» experienio^ 
of the Govemour's inolinalions to dei^e Him^ 
which if good^ that plade would seciire Him cer- 
tainly from the fea^res of ailue private GooapirQ^ 

published in 1648 j t^specially* after having ** conferred at large** 
on the subject with Ihe author of it ;) . in trhidi. (as iSkt Header 
has seen) he avows^ and justifies the king's detenmnation bj 
the very same arguments which are here insisted on. Yet is it 
never alluded to by his lordship 5 nor is it to be found anuttig 
those statQ papers which (filling three folio volu^oes) are sai4 
to '^ contain the materials^ from which the History of the great 
''* Rebellion was composed 5 and the authorities^ on which the 
"^ truth of ki$ relaUm is fovaided" 

It must be acknowledged that among Mch authorities a$ 
fhese Ashbumham*s letter could not with propriety have been 
included. 

There 19 however another letter of the ^oom of the bed- 
-chamber's^ which the chancellor has deign*d to adnut in his 
collection of state papers ; and whichj in the absence of better 
vouchers/ may be regarded as of sufficient authority for the 
trulb of the illustrious historian's relation^ where he sajs, tha|; 
between Culpeper (to whom the letter is addressed) and Ash- 
buniham there was " an entire confidence and friendship." 

But there is also a letter subsequently written by the lord 
Culp^jKr tp his friend J which conomencing thus — '^ I again 
" most earnestly entreat you to bend all your wit to advance the 

'^ Scotch treaty If you can make the Scots your friends 

" upon any honest terms^ do it" — i^ better authority for th^ 
truth of J. A's. relation, than for that of lord Clarendon's, as to 
whether the former advised, or dissuaded, the king's trusting 
himself to the Scotch conunission^s. 

It is in fairness to be observed that the date of this letter is 
February, 1646. 

Both these letters, as on many accounts not irrelevant to the 
-purpose of this publication, will be given in the Appendix. 
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of the Agitators at Putney (the prindpall end of 
His Remoov^) there being then no Soldiers of 
the Armiein that'Idand; keepe intelligence with 
the Annie if by anie accident they should resume 
their desires of servekig Him (His flight from 
thence being liable to no other interpretation 
than to save His life) ; hold up the droopein^ 
hearts of His owne Partie ; give opportunitie to 
the Scotts or the Houses of Parliament^ (both 
bdng then highly in oj^sition to the Armie) to 
make some further application to His Majestle^ 
and bee more in readiness there, than in anie 
other part of the Kingdome, to receave advantage 
by the Fleete, if at anie time the Sea-men should 
retume to tiieir duties. But Jf no Conditions 
could be had from the Govemour His Majestic 
would be then close by the water-side^ and might 
(when there should be no Argument left for His 
stay) take boate and dispose of His person into 
what part beyond the Seas Hee pleased. 

To this Proposition Sir John Berkeley did once 
more fully concurre^ and then M' Legg hastned 
(for wee had but very little time for us to debates 
anie thing, so pressing, and so impatient was the 
King to bee gone) to give an Accompt what had 
passed amongst us ; and to desire His Majestic (if 
Hee did approove of it) that Hee would bee 
pleased (because it was almost impossible to 
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adjust all circumstances belonging to His escapei 
without speakeing witii him) to come (in the even- 
ing) into the Galleiie^ whithenr Sir Jolin Berkeley 
and I would finde meabes to gaine access to Him. 
When wee came^ I tdkl His Majestie^ that M"" Legg 
had delivered His pleasure to us; to provide Icnr 
His godng from thence/ and wee were verie 
readie to obey him ; but I did most humbly begg 
of Him^ that Hee ukmldbee pkmsed to my whither 
redlfy and in verie deede Hee was afrmd of HU 
life in that place, for His goring from thence 
seemed to us an occaaon of A verie great change 
in His aflftdres. ' w, 

JBSs Majesty protested to GOD, that Hee had 
greate cause to apprehend some attempt upon His 
Person, and did expect everie howre when it should 
heeJ^ I reply*d, that it did not then become us 
to make anie farther enquiry, but* to apply o\it^ 
selres to the discharge of our duties, and there« 
fore if His M^^estie would bee pleased to say 
whither Hee would goe, wee would cany Him 
tMther, or loose ourselves in the endeavour Of it. 

^ " It is true that they both (B. and A.) writ apologied or 
^ narrations of all that had passed in that a£^ ^ in which there 
** was Wit any clear relation of any probable inducement that pre- 
** vailed with the king to undertake that journey. I have read 
'^ both their relations^ and conferred with them both at large to 
^' d&tcofser in truth what the mdUves might be, xbhkh led to so fatal 
''anendroaj Hist, of the Rebellion. 
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Tbe Kiilg'told us that Heebad some thougfatB of 
gpkig out pf the Kingdome^ but for the shortness 
of the time to prepare a Vessell to transport Him, 
andyar the other Reasons I had sent Him by May 
Leggy^ ffee was resohed to goe to the Isle of Wight y 
and th^ manner of His escape being then agree*d 
09 wee left Him, ^nd the next night Hee per^ 
formed His part, and wee ours. 

Being come by morning within less than twenty 
mUes of the Island, His Majesty called us ^1 to 
Him, and said that his minde was changed {in 
probabilitie verie unfortunately) for Hee would 
not goe into the Isle until! Hee knew how the 
Crovemour would receave Him, and therefore 
4Commanded Sir John Berkeley and my self to 
gpe to him^ and to try what Conditions wee could 
get from him ; and if wee found him unwilling to 
receave Him, that then wee should endeavour to 
procure a Barque to transport Him; in the mean 
time Hee would goe to Titchfield (the Earle of 
Southampton's House) where wee should find Him 
if wee did returne in anie reasonable time. At 
this alteration I found my self in a greate streight, 
not being willing to refuse the King's Command, 
nor in anie kind desirous to leave Him, for that 

* *^ Yet Mr. A. did constantly deny that he ever had any 
^* thought of l^e Isle of Wight^ when the king left Hampton 
''Court." 
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above all other things appeared hardest to mee to 
be compl/d with, haveing never quitted His 
Person from the very beginning of His troubles, 
(my escape from Newcastle by His owne Com- 
mand, when the Scotts would have delivered mee 
up to the Parliament only excepted) ; but His 
Majestic concluded it to bee absolutely best for 
His Service, and wee submitted; so Hee took 
Ma' Legg with Him,* and Sir John Berkeley and 
I went into the Isle of Wight, where being arriv'd 
and meeting with the Governour I desir'd Sir John 
Berkeley to acquaint him with the reason of our 
comeing to him, who then asked the Governour 
who hee thought was v^rie neare him ? he said 
hee knew not; Sir John Berkeley replyM, even 
good King Charles, who was come from Hampton 
Courtforfeare of being murder d privatly. This 
was (to speake modestly) a verie unskilfuU en- 
trance into our business, nothing being to bee 
preswv'd with greater secresy from him, than that 
the King was come from Hampton Court, our 
pretence naturally being to have returned thither 
with his answeare, to the end that His Majestic 

* *' Upon this disappointment the king thought it best — ^to 
'^ go to Tichfield. — There he rdresbed himself^ and conmUed 
'* with his three servanU.— In this debate the Isle of Wight 
" came to be mentioned (as they say) by Ashburnham." Hist, of 
the Rebellion. 

VOL. II. I 
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might have made a judgement of Hammond's 
Resolution at His owne leisure, which of necessity 
Hee must have done, if Sir John Berkeley had 
not discovered that the King was so neare him. 
At the first the Govemour seemed very much 
discomposed, but after some pause, desired to 
know what His Majestic would expect from him. 
I told him to preserve him in honour and safetie 
so as became his dutie to the Peace of the Nation, 
by a happie reconciliation betweene Him and the 
Parliament and Army ; so hee desir'd wee would 
dine with him, and hee would thinke further of 
what wee had proposed, professing to be verie 
willing to serve the King. By this invitation Sir 
John Berkeley and I got opportunity to conferr, 
and concluded, that in regard His Majestic was 
in gi'cate danger to be taken where Hee was, it 
was necessarie wee should shorten the worke with 
the Govemour, by desireing his positive answeare 
to this question. Whither hee would deliver His 
Majestic to the Parliament or Armie, in case they 
should desire unreasonable things from Him (such 
as are altogether repugnant to His Conscience 
^d Honour) and Hee shall refuse to grant them ? 
At which hee made some hesitation, and said hee 
would consider what satisfaction was fitt for him 
to give us in that point, and soone after Sir John 
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Bwkdey and hee debatdiig that question by 
tlit^inelras^ bee che^refuUie prof»'d thU ensut&ing 
Engaj^rartiri; to His Majestie. 

That sincb li* aippbarbo His Maje&tib camb 
FROM Hampton Court to save His IiIfb^ if Hbb 

PX>BASBn to put HlMSBIiF INTO HIS HANDS WHAT- 
BTBR HBE could BXPBCT FROM A PERSON OF 

HONOUR OR HDNB8TIB9 His Majestib should havb 
n* MADiai good by Him. 

Wherewith when Sir John Berkeley had ac- 
quainted mee^ we considered whither our accept* 
ing those Conditions for the King/ were ndt the 
fdUfilling of our Instructions^ there being con« 
tmned in the prefer as much as w^e could hope 
for^ His Majestie being the Judge of what was 
hcmorable and hon^t, especially setting still be- 
fore us the sad apprehensions wee had of the 
King's being pursued and taken before wee could 
get to Him (this passage being of greate use if 
that should happen) wee both concluded in the 
affirmatiye, and told the Governour wee did a^ 
proove of the profer hee had made^ and would 
repaire to His Majestie* to give Him an Accompt 
of it, who wee beleeved would be speedily with 
him. Hee then proposed to Sir John Berkeley 
that one of us should stay with him till the 
other did retume, wherewith Sir John Berkeley 
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acquainted mee, and offered himself to stay, which 
I did not much dispute, as well because I thought 
that part least dangerous (signifieing only a man's 
drawing his necke out of the Collar), as for that I 
did beleeve myself most usefiill to His Majestic in 
case Hee had taken up anie other Resolution^ 
well knowing all the sea coasts in that county. 
Whilst wee were agreeing which of us should 
stay, the Govemour came to us and said, hee 
would adde thus much, that if wee would let him 
know where the King was, hee would go himself 
and deliver the same thing to His Majestic as hee 
had done to us ; but wee both resolv'd not to tell 
him the particular place: yet I presently laid 
hold of his goeing to the King, and was very glad 
of that motion, there being no better salve (in my 
understanding) for the difficulty which only 
rested with mee, which was that His Majestic 
would not bee at libertie to doe anie thing else^ 
in case Hee should not approove of what was ten- 
dred to Him, the Govemour haveing then the 
knowledge of His being come from Hampton 
Court, and not farr from him, would certainly 
have sent Spies with either of us, and so have 
beene sure to have seized Him, if Hee should 
have taken anie other Course ; and by his goeing 
I conceived a good expedient was offered to put 
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into His Majestie's power to dispose of Himself 
dnie other way, if Hee liked not to goe to the Isle 
of Wight upon those Conditions. 

The Govemour then takeing with him the 
Captaine of Cowes Castle, and their two servants 
(for I refused to stirr if they would take Soldiers 
with them, as Sir John Berkeley told mee hee had 
proposed) wee embarqued, and were together till 
wee came to Titchfield Towne, where I desired to 
go before to the Lord of Southampton's (where I 
then told him the King was) and acquaint His 
Majestic with what had passed, and with my 
Resolution to give Him his election in disposeing 
His person. When I had made the whole rela- 
tion to the King, Hee was pleased to say (with a 
very severe and reserved Countenance, the first of 
that kinde to mee), that notwithstanding that 
Engagement, Hee verily beleeved the Govemour 
would make Him a Prisoner. I presumed to tell 
Him. (though with the saddest heart that certainly 
ever anie man had) that I was sure His Instruc- 
tions were fiiUy obey'd, they being to try what 
Conditions wee could get for Him; but since 
what was done did not please Him, I was happy 
that I had provided an Expedient; soe that if 
Hee would say what other course Hee would 
steere, I would take order that the Govemour 
should not interrupt Him; His Majestic ask'd 
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Hiee how that could possibly bee, since the Gk>- 
vemour was come with us ? I answear'd, that his 
comeing made anie other way more practicable 
than if hee had stayed behind. Hee then told mee, 
that Hee had sent to Hampton for a Vessell, to 
transport Him into France, and was in good hope 
to bee supply'd, and that Hee expected Newes of 
it etcrie moment, but verie earnestly pressed to 
know how I would cleare Him of the Go^emaar ; 
I answeared that I was resolved and prepared to 
kill him and the Captaine with my owne hands. 

His Majestic walkeing some few tumes in the 
Roome, and (as Hee was afterwards pleased to 
tell mee) weighing what I had proposed to Him, 
and considering that if the shipp should not 
come, it would not bee manic houres before some 
(in pursuance of Him) would seize Him, the con- 
sequence whereof Hee verie much apprehended, 
resolved Hee would not have Execution done 
upon the Govemour, for Hee intended to accept 
of what hee had profer'd and to goe with faim, 
and therefore commanded hee should bee called 
up. Sir John Berkeley being not yet come to the 

Kipg- 

When the Govemour came into the King's pre- 
sence, hee declared the same Engagement, and 
much more to Him than hee had done to us, 
whieh His Majestic accepted, desireing him to 
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remember^ that Hee was to bee Judge of whal) 
was honourable and honest. 

After two hourte stay more (in which time no 
newes at all came of the shipp^ nor indeed was it 
probable there could be anie, for that verie night 
the Reprnt of His Majestie's departure from 
Hampton Court was come to Southampton^ and 
orders to the Maior of that Place to shut that 
Port^ and to send the like orders to the Govemour 
of the Isle of Wight, which letter the Govemour 
shewed mee the next morning verie earlie, so that 
I suppose it yerie cleare, that nothing was less 
hopefull than a Barque from thence, to have 
transported His Majestic, (however that objection 
hath been so frequently made) His Majestic tooke 
boate and went to the Isle of Wight. 

Where being come Hee had for a while all the 
satis&ction from the Governour which that place 
could affoord (His flight from Hampton Court 
being understood by Parliament and Annie to 
carry greate innocencie with it). But not long 
after the greate diiiiN*ences betweene the Parlia- 
ment and Armie were reconciled, and then that 
detestable villaine (the Govemour) began to use 
His Majestic with greate irreverence, which caused 
the King to resume His designe of goeing to the 
Queene, (His passion in the thoughts thereof 
being superior to all other things) for the ejecting 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISn NARRATIVB* 

whereof Hee was pleased to propose to mee His 
escape from thence: I told Him that was a 
happy Command, for mee, and the thing in the 
world I had most long'd for, in regard that if the 
success of His comeing thither should prove iU, 
Hee would still remember^ I proposed thatplaae ta 
Him, and therefore would instantly apply myself 
to what was His pleasure in that particular ; and 
to the way of His escape I desired His Majestic to 
write to the Qtieene to send with all speede a 
French Vessell to Southampton with some native 
Commodities of that Countrie, with directions to 
the Master to obey my orders, which was ^dts-^ 
creetlyperfomCd; and all other things necessarie 
to that worke being prepared and adjusted, I told 
His Majestic if Hee pleased to goe, I did not 
doubt but carry Him away without interruption. 
The King with greate joy ranne to the window to 
see how the wind stood by the fane, and findeing 
it perfectly Mre, made all hast to draw on His 
bootes, (for Hee had libertie then to ride abroad), 
and being readie to goe out of His Chamber, Hee 
tttrn'd againe to looke upon the fane, when so 
fatall a mischeefe did attend Him, as it was 



* '* Yet Mr. A. did constantly deny/* &c. &c. Hist, of the 
Rebellion. 

t This seems to have been the only instance of her majesty*s 
co-operation to facilitate; the king's escape. 
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changed at that instant cleane contrary^ and cob-* 
tinned so for six dayes together^ so as the Barque 
eoald not stirr; at the end of which time Com- 
misi^oners were sent from the Parliament to His 
Majestie to gaine His consent to the foure Bills^ 
against which the Scotts Commissioners (being 
likewise present) did make a publicke Protestar* 
tioh^ and privatly made new offers to the King^ 
with strong reasons to perswade him to accept 
them. 

His Majestie totallie despaireing of anie good 
either by Parliament or Armie (they being then 
united) and in hopes to get into France^ from 
whence Hee might waite advantages by the pro- 
mised Army from Scotland, most heartily em- 
braced the Treaty with the Scotts Commissioners^ 
and came in two dayes to a conclusion of all 
things ; nothing being desired of the King but 
that as manie of His English subjects as were 
willing to take the Covenant might doe it, with- 
out bdng liable to punishment for it, but on 
their parts all imaginable Supplies that the King- 
dome of Scotland could affoord towards the re- 
storeing His Majestie to His just Rights were 
undertaken* 

And when His Majestie had delivered His An- 
sweare to the foure Bills, which was (upon the 
whole matter negative) layeing the ground theareof 
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to be^ the mcapaeity Hee was then in^ to com-? 
prine all interests in the setltng of a Peace^ sincQ 
the Scotts Qominiss^ianers had protested against 
those Bills whi^^h the Parliament beleeyed to be 
the only measure of their satisfaction. At which 
the English Commissioners and the Governoui: 
were so enraged against Sir John Berikeley^ M*' 
IiCgg and rnyselfy (beleeveing then a^solutefy that 
there was some Agreement made hetweene the Kmg 
and the Scotts^ and that wee^ had been instrut 
mentaU in the deiiiall His M ajestie gave the foure 
Bills) as the same day the English Commissioners 
went away, weie wwe all remooyed from omr 
attendance on His Majestic. 

Soe that I conld not bee longer active in the 
business of contrivang the King's escape front 
Cassbrooke Castle^ but was necessitated to di^ 
miss the Fr^ch Vessell^ and betake myself to 
some other way of bringing that to pass. 

And carrying the King's Cypher with mee out 
of the Island^ I found meanes to lett Him knowci 
that / trembled to ikmke what would become of 
Him if the Owemour should search His papers^ 
aetd^nd about Him the agreement with the Seotts^ 
and therefore besought IRm to dispose cfit in some 
safe hand. 

* *' Mr. A. had so great a detestation of the Scots i — and this 
^ opinion of his was universally known.** Hist, of the Rebdllion. 
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And then offered to Him that if Hee would 
engage some person about Him to convey Him 
out of the Castle to the water side, I would have 
a boate there ready to receive Him, and Horses 
at Netley Parke, to earrie Him to the place 
where I had provided a shipp to transport Him. 

His Majestic sent me word that the Seotts 
Commissioners (by their last dispatch) seemed to 
hee in greate paine about the Papers of Agree- 
ment, and had the same apprehensions that I had 
of His being searched, pressing with greate eam^ 
estness to send them to the Queene, as well for 
the preservation thereof, (they being the rule of 
all things betweene them), as for avoiding the 
danger which would inevitably fall upon them^ 
if those papers should be discovered heiore they 
arrived in Scotland ; but Hee had sent them to 
mee carefulhf toproviiejhr His and their security:, 
by placeing them where they may rest concealed 
till some seasonable opportunity to make uiie of 
them ; which papers I closed in lead and left 
them in Sir Charles Barkley's house ; and verie 
happy it was that His Majestic did send them to 
mee, for within Ten dayes His Cabinet was 
broken open, and search made for all his write- 
ings, expressly ayming at those papers ; and fur- 
ther added, that what I had proposed to Him 
concerning His escape was verie welcome, and in 
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order thereto would have mee waite for Him 
everie night at the sea-side^ till Hee discharged 
mee^ for most assuredly Hee would doe his parte, 
being confident of the assistance of one about 
Him, and haveing discovered (upon tryall) that 
Hee could pass His bodie betweene the barrs of 
the window of His Chamber, because Hee found 
there was roome enough for His head (the rule 
being that where the head can pass the body 
may) ; but most unhappily Hee mistooke the way 
of measure, for instead of putting forth His head 
sidewayes, Hee did it right forward ; by which 
Error, when all things were adjusted for His 
escape the second time, and that Hee thought to 
put in execution, what Hee thought so sure (His 
passage through the window) Hee stuck fast in 
it, and (as Hee was pleased to send mee word) 
did straine so much in the attempt, as Hee was in 
greate extreamity, though with long and painefuU 
struglings Hee got back againe, without anie 
certaine notice taken by anie man, but by him 
who waited to have served Him when Hee had 
come downe.* There were some other Endea- 

* Gentle and courteous as readers are always supposed to be^ 
it can hardly be expected that many of them should be disposed 
to give implicit credit to this anecdote on no better authority 
than Ashbumham's. Hence it may not be unacceptable to 
them (in order that they may the better form their own judg- 
ment) to be presented with the following extracts from lord 
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vours used, but what effect they had I can give 
no Accompt — M' Legg, M' Levett, and myself 

Clarendon ^ which after having considered^ they may perhaps be 
disposed to say^ like the old man in Terence*s Comedy (and as 
no doubt many an old man in real life has said)^ after consult- 
ing three lawyers, 

" Incertior sum multo qukm dudum." 



1. 
^' Once afterwards he did endea- 
^' your to make his escape ont of his 
'' window, having, as he thought, 
*' such provision made for him, that 
" if he had heen out of his chamber, 
*' he might have been conveyed out 
" of their reach. But he was de- 
*^ ceiyed by a vulgar assertion, that 
*' where the head can out the whole 
** body \dll follow ; and so having 
'^ made an experiment with his head 
** between the ban of the window, 
'' he concluded that he could easily 
" have got out that way ; but when 
^' he thought to have executed it, 
'* and had his head out, and used all 
*' the motions he could to draw his 
*' body after him, he found himself 
^* so straightened, that he could get 
^* neither backward nor forward, and 
^' after much pain sustained to no 
'^ purpose, he was forced to call out 
*' for some to come to his relief; 
^ and so he was, from without and 
'^ from within, helped back into his 
** chamber, which put an end to all 
'< attempts of that kind." 

Of these two passages. No. 1 is among those omitted in all 
editions anterior to that of 1826. As the original editors pro- 
bably thought, that two such contradictory assertions could not 
be laid before the public, they doubtless chose the one which 
the noble and authentic historian intended for publication, hav-. 
ing inadvertently omitted to cancel the other. The certainty 



2. 

'' The king had a file and saw, 
** mth which he had with wonderful 
'' trouble sawed an iron bar in the 
" window, by which he could be 
** able to get out ; and being in rea* 
" diness the night was appointed, 
" and Osborne at the place, where 
'* he was to receive the king. At 
** midnight the king came to the 
^* window resolving to go out, but as 
'* he wa» putting himself out he dis- 
** cemed more persons to stand there 
*' about than used to do, and there- 
^* upon suspected that there was 
'' some discovery made, and so shut 
'' the window, and retired to hiB 
'' bed. And this was all the ground 
*' of a discourse which then 0ew 
'* abroad, as if the king had got 
** half-way out at the window, and 
" could ndther draw his body after 
'' nor get bis head back, and so was 
'' compelled to call out for help, 
** which was a mere fiction." 
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beiagi (after neare a qiiarter of a yewes attendance 
in the nights upon the seanshore, and the greatest 

must be, thfet No. 1 was the original afatement, and the prbba- 
bility is that he afterwards substituted No. 2, when, upon 
'^ reading John Ashbumham's Narrative/* and '' conversing at 
" large*' with the author, he discovered " the ground of the 
*' discourse,** which was '' flying abroad,** and therefore declared 
it to be '^ a mere fiction.** 

There are, however, reasons to doubt, whether this be so 
very " mere** a " fiction** as many which have gained admis* 
sion into this most authentic of histories. 

In the letters between Col. Hammond and the Committee at 
Derby House is one from Cromwell, dated April 6, 1648, in 
which the following passage occurs. — *' Intelligence came to 
'* the hands of a very considers^le person, that the king at- 
*' tempted to get out of his window, and that he had a cord of 
" silk with him, whereby to slip dowii i but his breast was so 
'' big, the bar would not give him passage. This was done in 
'' one of the dark nights, about a fortnight ago. A gentleman 
'' with you kd him the way, and slipped down. The guard that 
" night, had some quantity of Wine with them. The same party 
*' assures, that there is aqua fortis gone down from London to 
^' remove that obstacle which hindered 3 and that the same 
'^ design is to be put into execution in the next dark nights.** 

In another letter, dated on the 15th of April 1648, from 
Gualter Fast, secretary to th6 committee, may be read as fol- 
lows—^' The king hath a bodkin with which he will raise the 
*' lead, in which the iron bar of the window stands, to put in 
*' the aqua fortis to eat out the iron. Then being got out, he 
" will from the bowlin alley cast himself over the works, and so 
" make his escape.** And again in one decyphered of April 
32d — " The aqua fortis was spilt by the way by accident j but 
*' yesterday, about fom: o*dock, a fat plain man carried to die 
" Icing a hacker, which is an instrument made here, on' purpose 
*^ to make the king*s two knives, which he hath by him, cut as 
^' saws. The time assigned is May-day at night for the king's 
" escape ; but it may be sooner if opportunity serves.** 
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part thef eof itx the winter season) taken prisoners, 
and carried to Arundell, fFarwick^^ and fFalling'^ 
ford Castles ; from one of which I was (by His 
Majestie*s greate favour in writeing to those 
honourable and &ithfaU persons in Colchester^ 
and by their submission to His Majestie's plesusure 
and friendly inclinations towards mee) exchanged 
for Sir William Massam> but with this Condition, 
that I should depart the Kingdome in two monthes, 
Qind in the meane time to continue at, my House in 
Sussex, and not to come nearer London ; soe yerie 
rigid and severe the Parliament and Annie were 
to mee^ with one of which or both it hath been 
thought I had kept an unworthy and disloyall 
Goirespondence. 

About the time of my Release the Parliament 
had resolved of a Treatie with His Majestic in the 
Isle of Wight, and given Him lihertie to call such 
of His Servants as Hee shmdd thinkejitt to wake 
on Him during the Treatie, amongst which Hee 
was pleased to mention mee ; but the Houses after-' 
wards put a Restriction upon thatfreedome which 
they had allowed Him in the choise of His servants 
(expressly to prevent ^\mygoeing to Him) as some 

* '' Ashbiirnham was not afterwards called in question for 
" being insttumental in the king's going away, but lived un- 
" qu^tioned long aft^, &c. &c." 

t This i^aolution of the House has b^n given at page 241 
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of them have since c^ffhrmed^ declareing that they 
would not permitt anie to attend the King^ who 
were excepted persons for life and estate^ in which 
qualification I being inserted, could not be per- 
mitted to waite on His Majestic in that Treatie ; 
yet being at my owne house, I held intelligence 
with Him, and received Commands from Him to 
provide a Barque at Hastings in readiness to carry 
Him into France, and to send horses againe to 
Netley, and lay others betweene that place and 
my House, to the end that if the Commissioners 
of Parliament should insist upon such particulars 
in the Treaty as His Conscience and Honour 
could not submitt to, Hee might be supplyed with 
all things necessary to His escape when Hee 
should come on this side the water, which Hee 
tooke for granted that Hee should be able to 
performe, haveing then no greate Restraint upon 
Him ; all which were punctually observed ; but 
within twenty dayes or thereabouts His Majestie 
sent mee the Relation of His Condition, which 
Hee expressed to bee verie melancholic, some 
persons verie neare Him haveing refused to serve 
Him in His escape, and so gave mee order to 
discharge the Barque and horses that waited for 

of this Vindication 3 where lord Clarendon's omission of this 
'' restriction from that freedom/* allowed to 46 of the king's 
friends with only two exceptions, is also pointed out. 
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Him, concladeing thus, that He heard there were 
divers persons taken out of the first Exception, 
and that I was in that number, and therefore 
commanded mee to make my Composition, it 
being His desire to preserve (as much as in Him 
lay) as manie as Hee could of those who had 
been faithfull to Him, though Hee had then but 
little hopes to preserve Himself, which letter I 
have yet kept.* 

In the prosecution of my Composition, I found 
that no less than one half of my little Estate 
would be accepted,-!^ though there was no president 
far the like among all those who had the honour to 
serve the King in His warres, nor hath there been 
since anie man (who was admitted to (Composition) 
that hath had the same measure ; but with greate 
cheerefullness I paid it, well knowing it was part 
of the price of my loyalty, and a sacrifice of ser- 
vices to the best of Kings and Masters. 

And lastly I laid the designe of His escape 
from S* James, and had attempted it, had Hee 
not been close restrain'd that verie day it was to 
bee put in execution, of which there are three 
Persons of honour yet liveing who were to have 

^ This letter has not been found. 

t '' He compounded (as was report^) at an easy rate/ 
Clarendon's History. 

VOL. II. K 
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had equall shares in that dutifhll action, but man 
proposeth^ and God di^poseth, and no Creature is 
able to resist His power. 

I doe end thus (and I doe hope to be justified 
by all ingenuous and considering men), that it 
was not the King's remoove from Hampton Court 
into the Isle of Wight (there being nothing in the 
Change of place, either of losse to His Majestie, 
or gaine to the Armie, or Parliament, or to mee, 
all our Conditions being the same still) that 
brought the Evell fate upon Him (how crudl and 
injuriously soever I have by unworthy add base 
detracting toungues been dealt with ; for> after 
His being there, Hee had (by the entrance of 
Duke Hamilton's Armie) according to the Agree^ 
ment in the Isle of Wight, by the Insurrections in 
Kent, Essex, Wales, and Pomfrett) farr greater 
hopes of being restor'd, than ever Hee had whilst 
(in Person) in Armes. Adding, that after all this, 
Hee had a Treaty with the Parliament personally, 
a thing till then ever laboured for by His Majestic, 
but still refused by them ; but it was the ill suc^ 
eess. of all these greate attempts, together with 
the jealousy (though they could never proove anie 
thing) the Armie pretended of the Queene's 
Treatie with the Scotts in France, whilst the 
King was in their hands (as some of the cheefest 
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Instruments in that horrid murder of His Majestic 
doe in their ordinarie discourses affirme His 
Majestie's abetting the Cittie of London when the 
Army march'd to Braneford^ and His takeing no 
notice of the Armie's interest in the Treaty at the 
Isle of Wight ; since in the concludeing of a 
Peace, Hee constantly made it His profession to 
comprize all Interests, and had given for the 
Reason of His refuseing to make Lawes of the 
foure Bills presented to Him, the Scotts publicke 
Protestation against them because the Interest of 
that Nation was not comprehended in the Peace, 
the Armie beleeveing it as reasonable for the 
King to have consider'd their Interest as the 
Scotts, and that nothing but His greater affection 
to them than to the English could have prevaiVd 
with Him to have made that omission.) 

These I say they doe declare upon all occasions 
to be the onlie causes of all the mischeefe that 
befell Him, how falsely and how wickedly soever 
suggested by them, and if I may add the unheard ,, 
of wicked ambition of Cromwell (to satisfie which 
nor rapine, nor blood, no nor the finall destruc- 
tion of the habitable world could beget the least 
pause) I thinke you have all. 

Nor doe I know of anie things I did in the 
whole transactions with the officers of the Armie, 
or the Governour of the Isle of Wight, other than 
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my too much credulitie (grounded upon their 
absolute Interest) in the performance of their 
promises (an Error of Infirmitie, but no kinne to 
Treason) that in the same extreamities the King 
was in (and it is not easy for everie man to judge 
what those were) I should not in the same igno- 
rance of success I then stood (nothing being more 
wild in my judgement than the thought of Parlia- 
ment's takeing away His life) doe the verie same 
things I did, with the full assurance of the preser- 
vation of perfect innocence about mee. 

I confess I have lately met with these objec- 
tions ; first, that it was a fault in mee not to kill 
the Governour at the time I proposed it to His 
Majestic, without acquainting His Majestic with 
it, well knowing the King's greate tenderness of 
blood. 

To which I answeare, that the action had not 
been so warrantable without His Majestie's con- 
currence ; nor was it fitt I should be responsible 
for the success which might after have hapned to 
His Majestic in case Hee should have been taken 
in pursuite and murdered, though the best endea^ 
vour under Heaven had been used for His escape ; 
and would it not then have been laid to my charge 
much stronger, that Hee might have accepted 
good Conditions from the Governour, and thereby 
in probability have been restor'd, had not I soe 
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rashly and soe inconsiderately without His Ma- 
jestie's privitie prevented Him, would not this I 
say to all censorious men have been as naturall a 
Cause to have then blam'd mee for that Action^ as 
they now doe for the other omission ? Next that I 
did (at our first comeing to the Govemour of the 
Isle of Wight) discover to Him where the King 
was, which thing I doe utterly deny, that unhap- 
pie discovery being made by Sir John Berkeley, 
who though hee told him not the particular place, 
yet hee told him that the King was verie neare 
him, a secret too great to be reveaFd, thou^ 
I am verie cleare that hee intended no prejudice 
by it ; but I doe acknowledge that when wee were 
over the Sea, and at the Towne of Titchfield, I 
then let the Goverhour know that the King was 
at Titchfield House, and desired leave to goe 
before to informe His Majestic what had pass'd, 
especially to give Him the choise of disposeing 
Himself by secureing the Governour from inter- 
rupting Him, which Action I tooke to bee the 
utmost discharge of my Duty. 

Thirdly, it is objected as a fault, that I did not 
(after my Composition) leave this Nation* and 
attend His Majestic ; to which I answeare, that, 
first, / was followed so close with actions offortie 

* " Mr. A. continued in England^ and so more liable to 
" reproach." 



Digitized by 



Google 



134 NARRATIVE. 

ffmre Thousand pounds^ for Tnoneys I stood engaged 
far His late Majestic y that it was utterly impossi- 
ble for mee to stirr from hence;* in the next 
place, / was for the space of Three y cares so perse- 
ciUcd by Committees to discover who had lent the 
King any money during the Warrs, as I had 
scarce time to eate my bread, in which examina- 
tion it must be granted that I was equally carefiiU 
of other mens preservation with my owne ; and 
far Jive y cares marc, they were spent in close im- 
prisonment at Londan, and Three banishments ta 
Gamescy Cattle y the cause being for sending'^ 
mmty to His Majestic : besides if it were a Crime, 
there are thousands of faithfuU servants to His 
Majestie involved in that omission, who doe all 
beleeye our stay heere to have been more profita- 
ble to His Majestie, and more hazardous to our- 
selves, than if wee had attended Him beyond the 
Seas,:}; and hope wee shall not bee so unfortunate 

* '' He lived unquestioned in the sight of the parliament^ 
" and in conversation with some of the officers of the army 
'' who had most deceived him ; — and lived at ease, and grew 
" rich for many years together without interruption.'* 

t '^ He did send over to the king, and had leave to stay y and 
*' sometimes supplied the king with considerahle sums of 
" money." History of the Rehellion. 

X Conspicuous among those fiedthf ul servants involved in that 
omifision, who believed their stay here to have been more pro- 
fitable to the king, and more hazardous to themselves, was the 
earl of Soutitompton ^ who was also " among those of greatest 
" reputation, who gave Ashburnham a good testimony." 
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afi to lie blamed for it^ siaoe in our labours and 
SEofferings^ and all imaginable endeavours to pro- 
mote His Majestie's interest^ wee discharged the 
uttermost of our duties; this is a truth well 
knowne. 

And lastly, I have heard that I should have re- 
ceived Forty Thousand pounds from the Parlia- 
ment or Armie, or both, for carrying the King 
from Hampton Court, and that there was a Clerke 
in the Exchequer who affirmed that he had paid 
mee Twenty Thousand pounds in part thereof 
with his owne hands; but when I sought after 
him I found he was full of repentance for that 
sinne, and therefore all I sayd to him was, that 
my prayer should bee that God would bee pleased 
to forgive him (for the thing is so ridiculous in 
itself as it needes no Answeare.) 

Indeed I should be glad to be informed of anie 
more objections, to the end that the world might 
receive such further satisfaction as my innoceney 
and the truth of the matter would beare. 

I close all with this assertion, and will scale it 
with my blood, that in both these Actions I never 
intended anie thing but the discharge of my duty 
to the King, nor ever had a disloyall thought to 
the recovery. of His just authority; and my wit- 
ness being in Heaven, I doubt not but that God 
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of His mercy will show some tokens upon mee 
Pt-ijoxvi. for good, that they which hate mee may see them 

Terse 17. 

and bee ashamed^ because Hee hath holpen mee 
and comforted mee* 
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No. I. 
From the King to the Queen^ Newcastle^ May 15th^ 1646. 

No. II. 
From the King to J. Ashbumham^ Newcastle, July 8th, 1646. 

No. III. 
From the King to J. Ashbumham. Without Date. 

No. IV. 

A Warrant (in Cypher) to J. Ashbumham, given at Newcastle, 
Without Date. 

No. V, 

A Warrant to John Ashbumham, given at Newcastle, 
July 28th, 1646. 

No. VI. 

A deciphered Letter from John Ashbumham to the King^ dated 
the Hague, Febmary 28th, 164?. 
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LETTER I. 

Newcastle, May 15th, 1646. 

Deare Heart^ 

The necessity of my affairs hath made me 
send Jack Ashbumham unto thee ; who at this 
present is the most (and with the greatest injus- 
tice) persecuted of all my servants, and meerly for 
his fidelity to mee ; which is well knowne to thee, 
that I need neither recomend him to thy care, nor 
take y* pains of setting downe the present state of 
my aflFaires, and how they have changed since I 
came from Oxford, and why it is so long since I 
wrote to thee ; referring all to his faithfiil relation ; 
as likewise what I desire thee to doe for my assist- 
ance : so trensferring at this time y^ freedome of 
my pen, to hi^ tongue, I rest eternally thine, 

C. Iv. 

I owe Jack £9,200. which I 

earnestly recommend thou wouldst 
assest him in for his repayment. 



The original of this was in the possession of the 
late Duke of Queensberry, by whom a copy of it 
was ^ven to the late Earl of Ashbumham. 

On account of the mention made of John 
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Ashburnham^ both in the Letter and in the Post- 
script, the Document is the more satisfactory fipom 
its not being in the hands of his descendants ; 
because less liable to suspicion, as to its being 
genuine. 

The date, both as to place and time, agrees with 
that of a letter from the king to sir £d. Nicholas 
of May 16th, 1646, from Newcastle: in which he 
writes ; — " Jack Ashbumham is this day gone for 
" Fraunce.** Private Correspondence of sir Ed. 
Nicholas, edited by W. Bray, Esquire. 
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LETTER II. 

Decyphered by John Ashburnham. 

Newcastle Wednesday 8: of July. Jack I know 
not how many weeks in ffrance and neuer a letter 
from you. This cannot be excused but by your 
being gone to meet the prince ; (if some of yours 
haue not miscarried,) the securing of whom is soe 
absolutly necessary to my safety (far whichffirance 
being the Jittest place at this time) that whosoeuer 
assists his coming to the Queen may hy that ex- a. 
cuse many errors ; it being soe good a seruice to 
me. I desire you to remember and helpe the 
Queen to answeare the Quere I made in the last 
section of my letter to her which goes herewith 
wherin be confident that I am not mistaken in 
stating my case to her. Upon which my opinion is 
that I am lost, if I goe not into ffrance before the 
end of August next : and take heed that I be not 
beleeued too late. This freedome of opinion I 
exprese to none but you ; yet I give you leaue to 
use it according to your discretion for the rest of 
my seruice. If sir Richard Willis come to ffrance b. 
tell the Queen that his gallant honest and discreet 
carriage in the Oxford Treaty hath made a full 
mends for his Newarke fault : wherfore let her 
fauour him for my sake. 

Thursday nineth of July * Montr: is newly c. 
come. 



* Montereul. 
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For which France being the Jittest place at this 
time.'] From the first paragraph it is evident that, 
contrary to Lord Clarendon's opinion, and to his 
Statement of Facts, the king wished, and intended, 
that the Prince of Wales should be with the 
queen his mother. This is further ascertained 
from an intercepted letter of His Majesty to his 
son ; which may be found in the Lords' Journals, 
and in the Parliamentary History, vol. 14. p. 461. 

^^ For my Son the Prince Charles, 
" This is rather to tell you where I am and that 
" I am well, than at this time to direct you any 
" thing : having written fully to yowr Mother what 
*^ I would have you do : whom I command you to 
" obey in every thing except in Religion ; con- 
" ceming which I am confident she will never 
'^ trouble you ; and see, that you go no where 
'^ without hers or my particular directions. Let 
" me hear often from you, and so God bless you— 
^^ Your loving Father 

Newcastle " CharLBS R." 

June % 1646. 

P. S. " If Jack Ashbumham comes where you 
" are, command him to wait upon you, as he was 
^^ wont, until I send for him ; if your mother aid 
" you he together : if not he must wait on her." 

Sir Richard Willis?^ His Newarhe fault will be 
found (in the 5th vol. of Lord Clarendon's History, 
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page 295) to bave been of that nature and magni- 
tude, that his carriage in the Oxford Treaty must 
have be^i gallant, honest, and discreet in the ex- 
treme to have made full amendi^ for it. And how 
little he deserved the king's lenity, much less his 
good opinion, was afterwards but too well proved 
by the discovery of his treachery in betraying the 
plans for the restoration of Charles IL, which the 
noble historian has given in his 7th vol. p. 324. 

Montreuil is newly come?^ From France, or 
not from France ? ^' that is the question : " since 
it is essential to ascertain that point, in order 
to establish the accuracy of lord Clarendon's 
relation. If he be correct in affirming that Mon- 
treuil sailed in a Dutch ship from Newcastle 
only the day after Ashhumham had left the king, 
on the 16th of May : and if he be correct in say- 
ing farther that Montreuil ^^ after his return, and 
^^ after the first account of his negociation, was 
^^ restrained from coming to the Court, and forbid 
" to remain in Paris ; and lay under a formed, 
" declared, dislike, till his death: which with grief 
^^ of mind, shortly ensued,' then is the question 
decisively to be answered in the negative. But 
there is good evidence, however Montreuil might, 
according to lord Clarendon, have found in France 

'' That undiscovered country, from whose bourne 
No traveller returns/' 
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that he was afterwards seen at Newcastle: al- 
though we have not the Ghost's word to take for it. 

That the king was not deceived, when he wrote 
that Montreuil was newly come to Newcastle on 
the 9th of July, is confirmed by the following entry 
transcribed from the Common's Journals, August 
11, 1646. 
^^Read 

" A letter from Captain Phineas Pett from 
" Yarmouth, of 6th Aug: 1646, concerning Mon- 
^* sieur de Montreuil, the French Agent, taken at 
" sea, and some letters in the same ship hidden 
^^ two foot deep among coals : the which letters 
** were enclosed." 

*^ A Committee to consider the same. 

" Resolved, &c — ^That the Agent to the French 
*^ Ambassador shall have a pass from Mr. Speaker 
^^ to pass freely without stay or interruption into 
" France, with the letters staid in or near 
" Greenwich." 

These coals, whether as merchandise or ballast, 
being found in the same ship with the letters, and 
the French Agent, justify a suspicion that she was 
last from Newcastle. 

If then Montreuil did not return to France 
before the middle of August^ there must have been 
an interval of nearly three months^ instead of one 
day J between the time of his leaving the king and 
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that of A8liburQl)^in*s : which m^y w^U W^^ tQ 
remove all wonder^ that the laitt^r^ howtiei^ ^^ a^ 
^ entirely trusted by the king f^ a^y ma^ m Jp^pg- 
^^ land> ahould have brought no such message "* a^ 
that> of which the former was the bearer. But if 
on the contraiy Montr?uil wai^ a second timie sent 
to England, he could not, after giving the J^si 
aeapunt of his negociation, have continued in dis- 
graee till his death, whi«h shortly ensued. 

llie pafiSQge in the Hifitory of the ^ebeUi^ to 
which repea4;ed allusion has here tn^ep maide, 19 i^ 
following : — ^^^The Queen thought njow that she h94 
^^ more reason to be confirmed in her forjn^jr r^o- 
^^ lution for %\^ i^eedy repiove of the Prwce : aj^d 
^^ it was pretended that he (Montreuil) hadbro\ight 
^^ a letter from the king^ which was decyphered by 
" the lord Jermyn : in which he said ^ that he did 
" ^ believe that the Prince could not be safe any 
^^ ^ wbere, but with the queen ; and therefore 
^^ ^ wished that, if ^e w^ere nof tl^ere ^re/a^y^ he 
^^ ^ slipul^ b;e sit^edily s^t for/ " And IMlpnIreuil 
^ fm^essfid to h^^v^ a i^essage by word of ntouth 
^^ tP the sapie purpose : whereas Mr. Ashburnhion, 
^^ who left the king b^t the very d?iy before Mon« 
^^ treuil, and who w^ as entirely trusted by |he 
^' lining as ^9y man in Engl^d^ b;*9U£ht no s\ich 
" menage. " 

W^^ence ci^n hfive arisen such doubts, almost 

VOL. II. h 
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amounting to denials, of the queen's having re- 
ceived either this letter, or this message by word 
of mouth, delivered by Montreuil from the king? 
Certainly the grounds of them are not to be found 
among those "" State Papers collected by lord 
"Clarendon, containing the materials, and the 
*' autkarities, on which the truth of his relation is 
''founded:" These private documents on the pre- 
sent, he seems as much to have omitted to consult, 
as, on other occasions, those public records, which 
he is said by M. Villemain, and proved by Dr. 
Lingard, to have disregarded. 

Among these State Papers, at page 230 of the 
2d vol. will be found a letter in which the fol- 
lowing passages occur. 

"His Majesty to the Queen. 
" Deart Heart, 

" I do therefore charge thee, as soon as thou shalt 
" receive this, if then he (my son) shall not be 
" with thee, (which I would not willingly doubt,) 
" that thou send mine and thine own positive 
" commands to him to come unto thee. And this 
" I write to thee now without any scruple ; for 
" that in every event that my present purpose can 
" possibly produce, this counsel is not to be dis- 
" puted. For whether I save myself, or be taken 
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" prisoner, my son can be nowhere so well, for all 
" the reasons that I have to look upon in consi* 
^^ deration of thee, myself, arid him, as that he 
^^ should be now with thee in France. Therefore 
^^ again I recommend to thee that, if he be not 
*^ with thee, thou send immediately for him ; as- 
" suring thee, that most certainly, if God let me 
" live, I will either privately or by force, attempt 
^^ very suddenly to get from hence. # * * * 
^^ So I conjure thee to pray for him who is 
" entirely ^^^^^ Charles R." 

Oxford, Tuesday, April 15, 1646. 

" P. S. I do again recommend to thee the has- 
" tening of the ambassador I proposed in my last 
" of the 13th. His being at London is like my 
*^ son's being with thee ; fit in all events of my 
'' afiairs." 

At page 238 there is a letter, of which the fol- 
lowing is ah extract. 

'' The Queen to the Prince of Wales."* 
" Dear Charles," 

" Therefore considering of what high importance 
" your safety is, as well to the king's person and 

* " A copy by Mr. Edgman^ endorsed by lord Clarendon 
" ^ Last letter from the queen to the prince by the lords.**' 
Mr. Edgman was lord Clarendon's secretary. 
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^^ his affairs, as likewise to your own interest and 
"all his majesty's kingdoms, I mnst positively 
" reqtdre you to g^ve immediate obedience to his 
" mia^BSty's eommands mentioned in the kfeter 
'^ which I lately smi by sir Dudley Wyatt, and 
** rdterated in the letter which I this day received 
^^ from the king by M' Monti^uil, comceming 
^^ yonr repair to this kingdoai. Whereas We have 
*^ the greatest assttranoe from the thrown <rf Prance 
^ that possibly can be given for your honourable 
" reception, and full liberty to continue here^ and 
" to depart hence at your pleasure ; so I do 
'^ hereby engage myself to you and your council, 
" that, whensoever with their advice you shall 
" find it fitting to repair from hence into any of 
" his majesty's dominions, i shall no ways oppose 
" it ; but shall concur and assist therein ; and I 
" likewise assure you, that I shall very punctu- 
^^ ally pursue the king's directions to me, contained 
" in his letter of the 22d of March ; an e^ctraet 
" whereof I herewith send you, signed by me. I 
^' mention these particulars, that, so far as shall 
" be in my power, all possible objections shall be 
^^ satisfied. * # # 

"lam, 
" Your most afiectionate mother, 

" Henriette Marie R." 

" St. Gennains, 9Qth June, 1646." 
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'^Thifi is th^ true eopy of the king's letter* 
^^ signed by me, HaNRiBiTB Marie, R.** 

" It is true that my person will not want 
^^ danger; but I want not probabilities of reason- 
" able good security ; the chiefcst of which is 
^^ prince Charles's being with thee ; concerning 
^^ whom I desire thee, as thou lovest me, first, 
^^ that thou wouldst not endeavour to alter him in 
^^ religion, nor so much as trouble him on that 
" point ; next that thou wouldst not thyself, nor 
" suffer him to be engaged in any treaty of mar- 
" riage, without first having my approbation/' 

^^ A copy, by Mr. Edgman." 

'^ Extract of the King's letter to the Queen of 
'' 28th May, 1646, from Newcastle." 

■^ I think not prince Charles safe in Jersey, 
^^ therefore send for him to wait upon thee with 
'^ all speed ; for his preservation i3 the greatest 
" hope for my safety ; and in Qod's na^e let him 
^^ stay with thee, 'till it is seen what ply my busi- 
^^ ness will take. And for my sake let the world 
^^ see that the queen seeks not to alter his con- 
^^ science" 

" A copy by Mr. Edgman." 

* ''1*he extract of the king's letter to her majesty of 22d 
*' March^ mepUtHied i^>th« {<pnegQUig letter.** 
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*^ This underwritten (extract of a letter from 
" the king to the queen) was sent to sir George 
" Carteret by the lord Jermyn the next day after 
" the prince went from hence^ he having received 
*' it there from Paris, and directed him to shew it 
" to me."* 

" Concerning the prince of Wales, France is 
" the place I think the fittest for him to remain 
" in, all things considered ; whether it be for the 
" contributing to a happy peace or a gallant war. 
" Wherefore now command him in my name to 
" wait upon you, and suffer not thyself to be per- 
" suaded to the contrary by any pretence whatso- 
^^ ever ; for the safety of me and my affairs is so 
" much concerned therein, that I must needs 
" make a judgment of thine affection to me, more 
" from this particular, than any other which can 
^^ happen." 

" June 3d." 
" A copy, by Mr. Edgman." 

That Ashburnham brought no such message, 
and that in truth he had no such to bring, as 
that, with which Montreuil was charged, is a fair 
inference from the king's letter to him : the sub- 
ject of the present commentary. In as much as 
* " This is in lord Clarendon's hand." 
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it commeoces with a rebuke for neglecting to 
write, and then proceeds with informing him how 
best he may excuse many errors, and render the 
most acceptable service to his majesty: namely, 
by assisting the prince's coming to the queen : 
^' France being at this time the fittest place for 
*^ his security." 

It is scarcely possible that the king should have 
so written to Ashburnham on the 9th of July, if 
he had declared the same to him at their parting 
nearly two months before. 

This inference is further strengthened by lord 
Clarendon's subsequent assertion that ^^ Mr. Ash- 
" bumham thought it pernicious that the prince 
^^ should come into France at that conjuncture ; 
" and that the king's opinion of the convenience 
" of the prince's coming into France could pro- 
^^ ceed from nothing but the thought of his inse- 
" curity in Jersey." Could proceed, surely implies 
that this thought was purely conjecturat, and in 
contradistinction to what he had till then hnown 
of his majesty's sentiments. It is true that Ash- 
bumham's ignorance, so late as on the 16th of 
May, of the king's earnest desire and fixed resolve, 
so early as the 22d of March, ill accords with his 
being " as- entirely trusted by the king as any 
^^ man in England." But who can receive with 
unqualified belief lord Clarendon's unsupported 
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tAUHdii of any trahsaibtMii^ in so far as Ashbiimbaih 
ifiay lA^^ hmi itti^liea^^d in it? Siirely they 
al6ne^ -Who remain yet unconvinced that Vkcio 
Giovio has !aot been the only historiim^ tviio nlight 
have boaibted of kis one pen of goidi, and his 
other df Tron^ to be eint)ldyed according to th6 
partiality or prejudice, with which he viewed the 
tMtiy whose chcuiucter he wbs about to perpetuate, 
or Whoste conduct to record. 
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LETTER III. Endorsed^or ymir selfe. 

Now for my selfe be confident of tny Constaiioy 
to the Churchy for w^^ upon debate^ I atn dayly 
mote & more confiimed for now I see cleerly that 
the Presbitferians dispyses & contradicts bouldly 
the consent Of leathers & the customes of th^ 
Catholike Church : 8& they hould^ that <^e Su- 
preme Power is originally in the People, to whom 
all Magistrats ought to account: As for ^06: 2: 
40:81:5:38:176:143:164:39:86:11:12:173:278:2^: 
103:62:22:56:44:60:179:110:111:351:404: [my 
escaping from hence ^ I shall not attempt it hut hy 
the queerCs advice] or such as 45:154: \she] shall 
trust to manage that business : concerning w*^ 
now that I haue declared my Opinion & showen 
my reasons (as 1 haue fully done informer Letters) 
I haue now no impatience, for I shall not loose, 
by my owen sylence w*'^ was the cheefe care, I 
had in this : 

Vpon Saterday next I expect the London Pro- 
positions ; for one of w'^'', 1 particularly desyre 
aduyce, they Demand not only, the confirmation 
of theire Counterfaict Great Scale, but also, the 
makeing good of all the Acts w^^ hath beene done 
by it : I know, this is not to be granted (for you 
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remember the great consequences that I tould 
you, in Oxford depended upon it) but, how han- 
somly to euade it, there is the question : for this 
I desyre the Opinions of *351:385:386:387:389: &, 
if thease thinke it expedient, of 357: with as much 
expedition as may be to 

Your most assured constant frend 

Charles R. 
Giue this inclosed to my Wyfe, & me 
a particular account of her healthe. 

My escaping from hence I shall not attempt^ 
This declaration, under the king's own hand^ 
that he will not attempt to make his escape 
without the queen'9 advice strongly corroborates 
the generally prevalent opinion, that his life was 
sacrificed to her fatal influence over him. 

* The Editor regrets^ that he is not pennitted to name the 
gentleman^ to whom he is indebted for the deciphering of a 
part of this letter, and of the warrant next inserted 5 as well 
because it would have been gratifying to have expressed more 
pointedly the sense of his obligation as that the knowledge of 
the authority would have been satisfactory to his readers. 

In the 2d volume of the Clarendon State Papers, at page 
%A% are given the " ciphers used in the correspondence of the 
king (then at Newcastle) with the lords Jermyn and Culpeper 
and Mr. J. Ashbumham :** thus — 

351 the queen 

364 prince of Wales. • 

385 lord Jermyn. 

386 lord Culpeper. 

389 J. Ashbumham. 
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Among those ^^ former letters'" in which (as he 
here writes) he had fully declared his opinion^ and 
shewn his reason^ is of course the one, which 
forms the antecedent Article. Wherein he so- 
lemnly and pathetically certifies his conviction 
that nothing but escape can save him ; as in this 
he calmly avows his resignation to the will of 
fate, or rather of her, on whose will he has ma:de 
his fate dependent ; having satisfied his conscience 
by the notification of his perilous state. 

Lord Clarendon repeats, as marking more Hist. vol. w. 
strongly the distinction, that it was before the 
treaty of Newport, that the king was inclined to 
make his escape. The natural inference therefore 
would be that subsequently he was never so in- 
clined. But instances are not wanting to shew 
that he again entertained the same intention, and 
again abandoned it in obedience to the same all- 
powerful veto. 

Sir John Bowring, knt. in his " Account of 
" Secret Transactions in the Isle of Wight" speaks 
much of ^^ the frequent importunities and conve- 
" nient oflFers'* he made to the king for an escape, 
and ^^ had brought him at last to some inclination , 

to it" — ^^ When on the sudden his majesty made 
" me a private sign to follow him into his closet, 
'^ and as soon as I was in, his majesty was pleased 
" to tell me, he had received this morning early 
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^^ some letters from a friend heyond seas, wherein 
^^ he was advised not to go out of the island by 
" any means ; for it was not in the power of the 
^^ army to do his majesty the least harm^ or to 
^^ touch one hair of his head ; and shewed me the 
" letter. ^ So that/ says his majesty, ^ if I should 
*^ * go with you now, as I thought to have done, 
" ^ and things fall out otherwise than well with 
^* ^ me ; and the rather because my treaty hath 
*^ ^ had so fair an end as you see by their votes, 
^^ ^ and that my concessions are satisfactory, and 
'^ ^ especially since I have received this advice (you 
ti ^ guess from whence it comes) I shall he always 

^^ ^ blamed hereafter' ^ Therefore,' says 

^^ his majesty, * I am resolved to stay here, and 
^^^ God's will be done.'" 

The above extract is given in a note to Rennet's 
History of the Life and Reign of King Charles I. 
And the right reverend Author has added the 
following remai-k — ^^ I doubt there is a key to 
^^ this secret piece of history in a letter from the 
^' queen to his majesty in the Isle of Wight, cmce 
^^ in the hands of Mr. Lenthal, son of the speaker, 
" who shewed it to a particular friend, who spoke 
^^ of it to persons of great worth and figure, that 
" he had seen and read such a letter* from the 

* A letter of the queen to the king, dated November 1646, 
concludes thus : — ** I have one thing more to add, whidi is to 



Digitized by 



Google 



hnmns. 157 

^^ queen^ dissuading his majesty from attempting 
*^ to save his life by any escape to France. Whe- 
'* ther i^e did this from a timorous ^prdiension 
^^ of greater danger^ if he should be taken ; or (afi 
^' is intimated) from aa indifference to the king's 
*^ pj^iBon and a famUiar acquaintance contracted 
*^ with the lord Aubigney,* is not so easy or fit 
^^ to determine. But if tlie king wqb really de- 
^^ tailed by sui^ a letter of advice from the queen, 
^^ wh&a he woaM, and might, otherwise have 
^ escaped, the match was the more fotai to him : 
^^ when she chiefly brought him to his troubles, 
^^ and now prevented the only deliv^unce from a 
"^ viotest death;' 

Warburton's comfnent where Clarendon says — 
^ The q«een of England being struck to the heart 
'^ widi amazement and confusion upon the report 
^"^^f iirhat die partiaraent intended'' (to bring the 
4cing to Ms triid) is — ^' She might well be so, 
^^ when 'She had defeated the o^y means of pre- 

" conjitfe you> that till the Scots shall declare that they wiU not 
'' protect you> you do not think of making any escape from 
'* ikigland. They are startled here at the naming of it ^ and 
"iji so doing you would destroy all our hopes^ besides the 
'' danger of the attempt." Clarendon State Papers, vol. ii. 
p. "^98. 

* Por Ajubigipiey ^ytre must here read St. Albans^ or rather 
Jermyn. George Stuart, the last lord Aubigney, was killed at 
the battle of EdgehiH. According to Warburton, Burnet was 
very certain, 4hi^ ihfi queen had a child by Jenityn. 
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^^ venting this dreadful catastrophe by discourag- 
" ing his rescue out of Carisbrook Castle^ and his 
^^ escape into France." The right reverend com- 
mentator having before observed on " a general 
^^ murmur^ that the fleet had laid so long idle at 
^' the mouth of the river"* — ^that, — ^^ it was indeed 
^' astonishing. One can give no other reason than 
" what is hinted at page 192, (N. B. of lord Cla- 
^^ rendons History) that the queen dreaded his 
^^ coming to Paris, where she was unwilling the 
^^ king should interrupt her commerce with 
^^ Jermyn." 

The noble Historian says, that on receiving the 
news of her royal husband's execution ^^ the queen 
^^ wrote to the king her son, that he could not do 
^^ better than to repair into France as soon as pos- 
'^ sible : and in the mean time desired him not to 
'^ swear any persons to be of his council, till she 
^^ could speak with him : notwithstanding the 
^^ great agony she was in ; which, without douht, 
" was as great a passion of sorrow , as she was well 
^^ able to sustain'' On these last words Warbur- 
ton's note is donfined to this one word ^^ Irordcir 
They are certainly somewhat equivocal and ambi- 
guous ; as are those, which form no small portion 
of the passages in the most authentic of histories. 
But that the Bishop's is the right interpretation 
is countenanced by IVT^"" de Montpensier's account 
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of her first visit of condolence to the widowed 
queen at the Louvre — ^^^ Je ne la trouvai pas si 
^^ sensiblement touch6e qu'elle aurait dH VHre, 
" par Tamiti^^ que le Roi son mari avait pour 
'^ elle ; et de qui elle 6tait parfaitement bien 
" trait^e ; elle 6tait maitresse de tout : joint k 
^* cela que le genre de sa mort me semblait devoir 
" ajouter beaucoup k son aflBiiction." 

Upon Saturday I expect the London proposi- b. 
tions.'] The date of this letter is wanting, as well 
as the beginning of it, which has been evidently 
torn, or rather worn, off. The former deficiency 
is in some measure supplied by the following 
extract from the Parliamentary History, vol. xv. 
p. 368. 

" Hi& majesty's most gracious message from 
*^ *Holdenby, Mai/ 12, 1647. 

" For the speaker of the lords' house pro tem- 
*^ pore, to be communicated to the lords and 
" commons in the parliament of England at West- 
^' minster, and the commissioners of the parliament 
^^ of Scotland. 

^^ As the daily expectation of the coming of the 
^^ propositions hath made his majesty this long 
^^ time to forbear giving his answer unto them, so 

* The king was brought to Holdenby Feb. 16, 1647, and 
was carried off from thence June 4, 1647. 
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^^ the afipearance of their sending being qo mora^ 
^^ for any thing he can hear^ th^n it wag at his 
^^ first coming hither^ notwithstanding thft^ the 
^ earl of Lauderdale hath been at I^pndftQ above 
^ these ten days> (whose not cqming wa^ said to 
^^ be the only stop) hath oeiised his majesty thus 
^^ to antidpate thdir coming to him ; * * 

*^ Touching the new great seal ; his majesty is 
^^ very willing to confirm both It^ and all the acts 
^^ done by virtue thereof until this present time^ 
^ so that it be not thereby pressed to make void 
^ those acts of his done by virtue of his great 
^ seal^ which in honour and justice he is obliged 
^ to maintain ; and that the future government 
^^ thereof may be in his majesty according to th? 
" due course of law.*' 
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IV. WARRANT. 

99:81:41:5:53:17:2:40:60:87:12: 

779: 79: 108:337: 109: 599: 22:90:238:325:108:44:17 

22:5:40: 54:53: 11:180:305:320:107: 236: 238:19:22; 

66:ll:17:40:174-.343:85:54:40: 60:9:90: 79: 237:111 

23:7:47:54:53:85:46:5-.53:59: 22:320:60:41:20:40:11 

100:738:22:49:59-.5:55:2:82:111:206:141:56:2.87:7; 

66:23:87:53:5-.39:60-.342:8:9:53:60:46:326:53:5:4:40; 

22:303:47:54:56: 65:236:848:44:9-.54:49:90:45:108 

90:22:54:19:84:11:179:26:70:54:100:17:79:109:60 

66:10:67:52:386:108:343:40:22:17:8:11:141:327! 

304:278:109:343:40:64:18:8: 19:85:10: 2:39:60:7:66 

5:53: 58:23 39:63: 55: 10:64: 22:49:103:238:85:20 

54:53:60:103:233:85:6:40:60:17:22: 

313:238:779:79:108-.337:109:599:22:90: 

749:389:36:99-.30:50:7:96: 



Charles R. 
Trasty and well-beloved. 

Our Will and Pleasure is that upon any of our 
Jewels in yoar custody, or by a surcharge upon 
those already engaged by my former Warrant, 
you forthwith raise the Summ of 848* Pounds, 
and devide it equally betwixt 386-1- and yourself; 
for which this shall be your sufficient Warrant. 
Given at our Court at New-Castle. 

To our trusty and well-lieloved 
Servant Ashbumham. 
749. 389. 

* 10,000. t Culpeper. 

VOL. II. M 
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It is to this Warrant that the following passage 
in Ashbumham's Narrative alludes^ when speak- 
ing of his escape from Newcastle : 

*^ So that his (the King's) foreign dispatches 
^^ being closed, I did pass into Holland. Where 
^' haying obeyed such instructions as I had been 
" entrusted with by his Majesty, I hastened into 
'' France." 

It is well known that the money borrowed on 
the king's jewels was from subjects of the United 
States. 
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V. WARRANT. 

Charles R. 

Whereas Wee have comanded Our trusty and 
welbeloved servant Sir Edward Walker knight to 
repaire into France unto Our dearest Consort the 
Queene Our pleasure is (if there bee occasion) 
that you supply him with such moneyes as shall 
bee requisite for his support there, untill hee shall 
bee disposed otherwise in Our service. And for 
your so doeing this shall bee your sufficient 
warrant. Given at Our Court at New-Castle the 
28thof July 1646. 



To Our trusty and welbeloved John 
Ashbumham Esq. One of Our Bed 
Chamber. 

According to lord Clarendon sir E. Walker 
was Garter King at Arms and Secretary to the 
Council of War. And according to Bishop War- 
burton lord Clarendon has drawn hiis relation of 
the campaigns from Walker's Historical Dis- 
courses. These were seized among the King's 
papers at the battle of Naseby; but afterwards 
restored by Fairfax. 
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VI. JOHN ASHBURNHAM TO THE KING. 

On the part of Ashbumham nothing remains^ 
in manuscript, of his correspondence with the 
King but the rough draft of a letter, which unfor- 
tunately fell into other hands than those for which 
alone it was intended. Such as it is here given is 
a transcript from the Parliamentary History, to- 
gether with a somewhat curious account of the 
manner in which it was detected. In this instance 
at least there is no cause to complain of an un- 
fair garbling by the Parliament of the royal 
papers for the purpose of publication. On Com- 
paring the print of the deciphered letter with the 
manuscript draft of it, not the variation of a 
single word has been discovered : the only differ- 
ence being that which the writer himself must 
have made between the foul and fair copies. 
Where, in the former he had written, in the first 
person ; " / have perfected, fee.** — '^ I hope, &c. ;" 
and ^* /have made, &c.*' in the latter occurs his 
cipher, 389. 

The draft is endorsed " Mine to his Majesty of 
'' the 11th of February 1647." 
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^^ May 13. A Letter from the Earl of Denbigh, a^io 
^ addressed to the Speaker of the House of Peers, J^"^- 
^^ was read, with the examination of John Brown May. 
^^ and Mrs. Mary Cave, and a Cypher sent to the 
** King from Mr. Ashbnmham.'' 

^^ My Lord, Holdenby, May 13, 1647. 

^^ We send you here inclosed a Petition which Examina- 

tions, &c. 

^^ served only as a cover to a Cypher on the back- relating to 

a Letter in 

^ side thereof, and was to have been delivered to cyphers 

' designed to 

^^ his Majesty by Mrs. Mary Cave. It was brought ^® ^**^c' 

^^ to her by one John Brown, servant to Mr. Ash-^^^* 

*^ bumham, then at the Hague, he being newly 

" removed, as Brown affirmed, out of France into 

^ those parts. All the other particulars your Lord- 

^ ship wiU find in the inclosed Copies of their 

^^'Examinations.'* 

^^ Captain Abbot, the bearer hereof, did first dis- 
^^ cover the business to us, being made acquainted 
" with it at the place where he quartered ; and 
^^ since, in the management of it, he hath carried 
^^himself very discreetly. We have secured their 
" persons with the Mayor of Northampton till 
*^ your pleasure be further known, which we desire 
^ your Lordship to signify to 

^^ Your Lordship's humble Servants, 

^^ B. Denbigh, 
" Ed. Montague.'* 
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An. 23 " The Examination of John Brown, taken before 

Car. 1. 

1647. " the CommisBioners at Holdenby, May 11, 1647. 

May. •.*•"'.• 

" This Examinant saitb, about two months since 
^^ he received the Petition, with the Cyphers on 
'^ the backside thereof, from Mr. Ashbumham at 
^* the Hague, and did see Mr. Ashbumham write 
^^ the Petition, but not the Cyphers. 

" That about three weeks since he delivered 
^* the Petition and Cyphers to Mrs. Mary Cave, 
^^ who undertook to delivel- it to the King ; and 
^^ that he was induced thereunto, being acquainted 
"with her when the King was at her father's 
" house, with Mr. Ashbumham, as his Majesty 
" came from Oxford to ttie Scots iarmy. 

" That he had an Order from his Majesty by 
" Sir James Lilly, to attend upon Mr. Ashburnham 
"at the Hague. 

" That he never lost any goods at sea, as is set 
" forth in the Petition ; but that the Petition was 
" meerly written to be a colour, that he might the 
"better deliver the Letter to the King which 
" Mr. Ashl)urnham gave him.'' 

"John Brown.-' 
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" The Examination of Mrs. Mary Cave, daughter An. 23 

« to William Cave, of Stamford, in the County i*^>- 

^^ of Lincoln, Esq. taken before the Commis- May. 
'' sioners at Holdenby, May 11, 1647." 

^^ This Examinant saith. That one Brown dell- 

^^ vered her the Letter, a fortnight or three weeks 

^^ since, from Mr. Ashbumham, and brought it to 

** her as a Petition, and desired her to deliver it to 

^^ his Majesty for Mr. Ashbumham, who is at the 

" Hague : but upon view thereof saith. That she 

" saw it was more than a Petition, but did no.t 

^^ know what it was, yet undertook to deliver it 

'' to the King." 

« Mary Cave." 

^^ The Earls of Kent, Lincoln, Rutland, and 
^^ Manchester, were appointed to end.eavour to 
" explain this Cypher." 

" To shew that the art of decyphering is no mo-P*"^^*"^- 
^^ dern invention, we give the following instance 
^^ of a letter in figures sent to the King from Mr. 
" Ashbumham, which had been intercepted by the 
" Commissioners at Holdenby, and by them trans- 
^^ mitted to the Parliament, as already mentioned. 
" This letter, as decyphered, runs thus:" 
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^*y' Hague, Feb. 28,* 1647. 

Alietterin 

^ddrencid ^^y ^* please yonv Majesty, 

totheKingy 

i^e^f As 173 hath written to you lately by Persons 
at large, this is in short to tell your Majesty, that 
my soul is sorrowful to death for your aflUctions ; 
and 389 doth confess that weight to be greater 
than mankind can suffer, unless your Majesty 
look stedfastly upon Religion and Honour : yet 
be not discouraged, for if you continue constant 
to your principles, you will yet overcome all, and, 
in all probability, you will see a good war for 
your recovery. 389 hath perfected his Negotia- 
tion with Prince William ; and if the Peace be- 
tween Spain and the States be declared, which is 
confidently iscdd here, he will certainly land a 
gallant army for your relief; and 389 hopes you 
shall have the Irish army and this meet success- 
fully: therefore, as you tender the good of you 
and yours, be constant to your grounds. If your 
Majesty make laws to strengthen their usurped 

* It is evident from the date of this letter that, at the time 
of writing it, Ashbumham l)elieved the king to be stiU at New- 
castle, or at least with the Scots army: his > majesty, (as it has 
been already observed) did not arrive at Holdenby till the 16tli 
of February. According to the endorsement the draft waf 
written on the 11th of that month. 
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power^ or part with the Church lands, there can An- 23 

Car. 1. 

be no hopes to restore you, and your posterity ^^J^ 
will be for ever lost. All that I, or any of your May. 
faithful servants, can say to you is, to beg con- 
stantly for you, that God would fortify your reso- 
lutions, and enable you to go through your 
unheard-of trials with piety and reputation, which 
is, and ever shall be, the prayer of 

Your humblest and faithfuUest 

389. 

P. S. 389 hopes you have burnt all your Letters 
and Cyphers ; if you have not, for God's sake 
do it. Your Majesty will still remember the 
alphabet, in confidence whereof you see 389 hath 
only made use of that part. 

^^ Next the Letter and Examinations, sent from 
. ^' the Commissioners at Holdenby, were also read 
^^ along with the foregoing ; and the question being 
" put. Whether this Letter of the Commissioners 
^^with the Examinations and the decyphering, 
^ shall be nowcommunicated to theHouse of Com- 
^' mpns ? it was resolved in the negative ; whereupon 
^ the following lords entered their Dissents.** 
** In consideration that this Letter being decy-AProtMt 

thefenpoB. 

^^ phered, imparteth matters of such high conse- 
^Vquence; and, by examination, appears to have 
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An. 23 ^^ been sent from Mr. Ashburnbam to the King, 

Cut 1 

1647/ " who hath been much employed in the King's 
May. ^^ designs against the Parliament^ they conceived 
^' it fit to be communicated to the House of Com- 
" mons for the good and safety of the whole 
'^ Kingdom ; and that they may be acquitted 
^^ from any inconveniency that may arise by the 
" not sending of it down to the House of Com- 
" mons, they have accordingly entered this their 
" Protestation." 

B. Denbigh, Grey op Warke, 

Say and Sele, La Warr, 
P. Wharton. 

" But it being moved, That the original Letter, 
" with the Examinations taken by the Commis- 
" sioners and their Letter, shall be now communi- 
" cated to the House of Commons^ it was resolved 
^^ in the affirmative." 

The following anecdote is taken from Bakers 
History of Northamptonshire. 

^^ About a month afterwards, another attempt 
" to convey secret information to the Kilig was 
^^ detected. Mrs. Mary Cave, daughter of Mr. 
^^ William Cave, of Stamford in Lincolnshire, 
^* undertook to deliver to the King a letter in 
^^ ciphers, which she received from on^ Browne, 
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^^ who had brought it from Mr. Ashbumham at 
^* the Hague. To attain her object, she engaged 
*^ a female friend, who resided in the neighbour- 
*^ hood of Holdenby, to visit the landlady of 
^' Captain Abbot, one. of the King's guards, and 
" through the landlady's influence, to persuade 
^^ the Captain to procure her the honour of 
^' kissing the King's hand ; which having accom- 
^^ plished, she apprized Mrs. Cave of her success, 
^^ and contracted with the landlady to receive her 
" as a visitor, and endeavour through the Captain 
^^ to obtain for her also the honour of an intro- 
" duction to his Majesty, by which means she 
^^ hoped to put the letter into his hand. Mrs. Cave 
'^ came, and the Captain had good naturedly, but 
^^ unsuspiciously, acceded to the request ; when 
^^ the landlady imparted the plot to her husband, 
^^ who, though a royalist and favourable to the 
^^ design, dared not run the risk of detection; and 
" divulged the secret to the Captain. On the ap- 
^' pointed day (11 May) the Captain, who had 
" apprized the Commissioners of the circumstance, 
^^ accompanied Mrs. Cave, who had no suspicion 
^^ of having been betrayed, to Holdenby ; and on 
" her arrival she was carried into a room, but 
'^ notwithstanding the most diligent search, no- 
*^ thing was found upon her. The letter was acci- 
" dentally discovered a few days after behind the 
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^^ hangings of the room, where it seems she con- 
" trived to slip it, whilst she stood with her back 
^' to the hangings, conversing with the ladies who 
^^ searched her/' 
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[The two following letters (the purposed in- 
troduction of which has been announced in a note 
at page 109 of J. Ashbumham's Narrative) are 
reprints from the Clarendon State Papers. Yet to 
the world they are probably as much unknown as 
those, by which they are here preceded: and 
which, as well as the Narrative (with due submis- 
sion to Bishop Warburton and some later autho- 
rities) have never yet been edited, and scarcely 
shewn even in private. For in truth the volume, 
from which these re-printed extracts are now 
submitted (being the second of the aforesaid 
State Papers) seems hitherto to have had but few 
readers: and among these it might be almost 
doubted whether the editors themselves can be 
included. Since a very little reflection might 
have deterred them from publishing many of the 
documents, comprised in it, at all; but more 
especially from proclaiming them to be among 
" the authorities, on which the truth of his (lord 
Clarendon's) relation is founded.** 

It must however be admitted that the two 
letters here introduced sufficiently attest the 
noble Historian's accuracy in stating that ^' sir 
^^ John Colepeper had an entire confidence and 
" friendship with Mr. Ashburnham ; whom the 
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" King loved and trasted very much." On wbieh 
account alone, if there were no other, it is hoped 
that they are not here irrelevantly inserted.] 

ciarcn- ^' Letter from Mr. John Ashhumham to the lord 

don's state 

Papers, ^^ Culpcper, conceming his Majesty^s intention of 
p. 196. cc going to London to treat with the Parliament.*' 

My dearest Lord, 

****** 

I must acquaint you that the duke of York, 
being put into the care of sir George Ratqliffe, is 
to be conveyed by the lord Astley to Beaumaris, 
from whence he is to go (to) Ireland, and there 
stay in case the peace be made : if not to go from 
thence to France. But we now hope the peace is 
not made, being fully satisfied of their base inten- 
tions, from the beginning, not to succour us^ and 
of their want of power to do it, if they had the 
desire, by reason of the entertainment which is 
given them by Inchiquin, Coote, and the Scots ; 
but most of all, for that it would impossibilitate 
the peace of England, which Ireland (being free 
for his majesty in honour to dispose of) will bid 
so fair for the purchase of (it,) as we yet conceive 
(it) is not desperate. And therefore his majesty, 
after long debate, and a strict survey of his 
miserable condition hath thought this proposition 



Digitized by 



Google 



L8Trsi«5. 17S 

coanseUable, that a message be sent to those at 
Westminster to this effect; That if he may have 
security from the upper house^ from the Scottish 
commissioners and their army, from the mayor, 
aldermen, and common council men of London, 
and from sir Thomas Fairfax and his army, for 
his safe being in London forty days, he will go 
thither in person, and endeavour to settle these 
distractions. But in case he cannot compose 
them in that time, that then he may be safely set 
down at Oxford, Newark or Worcester, his ma- 
jesty making choice of one of these places the 
day before the expiration of the time limited. 
The reasons that invited his majesty to make 
choice of this advice, I suppose, were these. First, 
his low condition in point of force, the strange 
necessity he is brought into not being longer able 
to supply his table, the like wants being fallen 
upon all his party; the little (hope) he hath of 
being timely succoured by the earl of Montrose, 
or any other ; the certainty of being blocked up 
here or in any other place his majesty can now 
hie unto; which this proposition will prevent, 
they riot knowing what place his majesty will 
choose at the forty days end ; and last, the great 
opportunity his majesty may give to the Scottish 
commissioners at London to effect what is pro- 
posed by them to the cardinal Mazarin, and by 
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him to the queen of England ; which is^ that if 
the tipper house and lower house at Westminster 
shall refuse to accept the Militia as it was offered 
at Uxbridge^ a national Sjmod of both kingdoms 
for business^ religion^ the temporary removal of 
five or six persons from his majesty (whereof the 
chancellor of the exchequer, lord Digby, and 
John Ashbumham are three) and to give his ma- 
jesty full satisfaction in all other particulars ; 
that then the whole power of Scotland shall be 
joined for his majesty. 

If we conclude with them, the place his ma- 
jesty must choose is Newark, the Scottish army 
being now before it. You seem to be confident 
that, if you might have leave, you would unite his 
majesty and the Scottish army ; which when he 
read, he commanded me to let you know that he 
freely gives you leave to do your worst. And his 
majesty believeth that you intend to make your 
way by duke Hamilton. If so, it is supposed yoa 
will not think fit for him to go to Scilly. But 
what course soever you resolve on in that parti- 
cular, his majesty gives you full liberty to do as 
in your judgement you find necessary for his ma- 
jesty's service; always provided you destroy *not 
the church of EagUmdy to set up presbytery. 

* " The king said Colepepper had no religion.*' Hist. voL v. 
p. 412. 
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• . « • * « #. • 

Lastly^ his majesty commanded me to tell you' 
that he is in no little trouble to think of your 
going with prince Charles ; and believes it much 
better for his service that you and lord Hopton 
stay behind^ hoping to find some way for you to 
get a pass to come to him. Yet not h^mg with 
you to debate it^ he leaves it wholly to you; but 
with strange earnestness wifi&eth your stay^ if H 
may be without prejudice to the prince. I sup* 
pose you will not want a good occasion for it^ if 
you treat with one. My dearest lord^ use the 
very best means you can to stay : for upon my 
life^ if you were here^ we should yet make a good 
peace^ notwithstanding that we are at our last 
gasp. Yet^ if you must go^ God*s blessing fell 
upon your head^ and upon the heads of all your*8, 
in what part of the woild soever you or they be f 
And whatever my lot shall be in this war (which 
is not imaginable to be less than ruin) I will fell 
your*8 with more love and fidelity than ever was 
borne to you by mankind: and if it shall happen 
that I shall be so unfortunate as to outlive you^ 
and that God doth favourably preserve me m a 
condition to serve your posterity, (which I cannot 
have so much presumption as to expect) be confi* 
dent I shall shew them how perfectly I loved you 
living, by the devotion I shall shew to your 

VOL. II. N 
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memory. And so, my dearest Lord, farewell! 
I am body and soul your own. . 

Jo. ASHBURNHAM. 

I would give all I am worth to have two hours 
discourse with you. 

Oxford, ISth Dec. 1645. 

A copy by Mr. Edgman, secretary to lord Cla- 
rendon. - 



ciaren- The tovd Culpever to Mr. Ashhumham, requesting 

don's Stete ^ f 

Papers, ^/^ fo hasten the treaty with the Scots. 

▼olii. *^ 

p. 207. 

Thia is again most earnestly to intreat: you to 
be^d all your wits to ,the advance of the Scotch 
treaty. It is the only way left to save the crown 
and three kingdoms ; all other tricks will deceive 
you. : This is no age for miracles ; and certsunly 
the king's condition is such that less than a 
miracle cannot save him witlK>ut a treaty^ nor a 
treaty (probably) but that. If this take, the king 
win be in London in peace, before Christmas. 
Tlierefore, if the opportunity I left in your power 
be:lost^ give hot over till you find another ; and 
if you find, it not, make it. It is no time to dally 
upon, distinctions and criticisms. AU the world 
will laugh at them when .a crown is ^in questiicm. 



I 
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If yoQrcaa make the Scots^your Mends ^upoB .atay 
honest terms^ do it. Remember that kingdottt 
muted) and the; North, and the king's friends in 
London, will quickly ma^er any opposition ^vrhich 
the independants can make. The question ought 
not to be. Whether, but how, you diould do it. 
If you can engage a treaty, get a passiibr me, I 
will quickly be with you. Whether the king take 
my advice, or not, he will believe it to be the best 
counsel that evjer was given him. .The, best you 
can hope for. in the West is a reprieve; Mid- 
summerr^day will not leave, the king one town in 
it u Ireland will be a broken reed ; neither can I 
believe miich in Scotland without a treaty. As 
for foreign force, it is a vain dream; .As soon as 
Fairfax advanceth, all the horse are in a net, 
williout possibility either to break thorough, or 
to save theniselves in our garrisons. The horse 
lost, it will be impossible ever to get up an army 
again : and if you saw us, you would believe we 
are not in condition to fight. The daily venture 
of the king's person will be great ; so will the 
hazard be of the prince's escaping beyond sea, if he 
should be put to it : And if he were there, it would 
be a sad condition ; and if he were to &11 into 
the rebels' hands, the king were undone, undone. 
If half your Scots news be true, the interest of 
that nation is clearly of your side ; and you may 
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gain them^ and tliereby certainly save the crown, 
if you will. But you must not stick upon circum- 
stances, nor part unwillingly with wha^; you 
cannot keep. Your treaty must not be an under- 
hand one^ (that will deceive you) but an avowed 
one with Lesly and Calander. As soon as they 
have promised to protect the king^s person and 
his prerogative, he is safer with them than in, 
Newcastle. All that they can ask, or the king 
part with, is a trifle in rejspect of the price of a 
crown. Dispute not whilst you should resolve ; 
nor spend in debate that precious time which is 
only fit for action. This opportunity lost is. not 
to be recovered. Use this bearer kindly. If there 
be a Scotch treaty, his lord must be at one end of 
it, and will be very useful.^ He believeth this 
letter is wholly concermng his lord. Send him 
speedily back r and write at large by him and all 
other ways to, &c. 

February, 1646. 

A rough draught, by himself; endorsed by 
lord Clarendon. 
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CHARLES R. 

A True aii4 Perfect Accompt; of all. such moiuefl as hav^ been 
Received and Paid for your Ma^ service and hj your appoiatm' 
by Jo: Ashbumham since y* 1.** of April 1649 to y* 26'^ of 
Octo**' IMS. 



Inprimis From Tour Ma^« 

From the Universitie of Oxon 

From the Universitie of Cambridge - - 

From the Court of Wards 

From S* Symon Every Eecdver for thel 

Duchy of Lancaster ^ - - J " 
From S^ Edward Hyde Chancellor of the y^ 

Exchequer at times - - J ' 

From Your Ma" Mynt at divers pay-V' 

ments - - - - J " 

IVom ]VP Endimion Porter for sundry gen- 1 

tlemen at times - - . j 
From "NP Heron for certaine gent, at times 
From ]VP Leake 

From S' James Onyon - - - - 

From the Lord Bishopp of Salisbury 
From Doctor Lambe ... 

From S' Xpofer Hatton for S' W Bottder 
From the Towne of Nottingham - - - 

We have taken a particular view of all the suimnes 
of money mentioned to be received by John Ashbumham 
for our use on this side the leafe And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly And doe allow thereof The 
same having been done by Our Espedall appoyntment. 

CHARLES R. 



00500 00 00 


10667 14 03 


05118 00 00 


07800 00 00 


00400 00 00 


OSOOOOO 00 


1^188 14 06 


00640 00 00 


02599 10 00 


00600 00 00 


00506 00 00 


00500 00 00 


00100 00 00 


00200 00 00 


00500 00 00 


45513 18 09 
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Fftym tiie Lord Rntlim - . - - 0100 00 00 

Fifom the Lord Cherbories sonne - - 0230 00 00 

Rom the Lord Herbert - . - - 2000 00 00 

From the Lord Falkland - - - 0190 00 00 

From the Beane of Cheaters man - - 0060 00 00 

From the Sheriff of Stafford - - - 0327 OO 00 

From S"^ John Byron - - - - 0670 OO 00 

From S' Richard Newport - - . - 1000 00 00 

Fr(Mn S' Edward Golding - - - 0100 OO 00 

From S' Richard Dyott - - - 0113 00 00 

From S' Henry Hongat - - - 0100 00 00 

Proms' Richard Lloyd - - - 0200 00 00 

From W Mostian and his mother ... 0140 00 00 

FromM'Fenruddock ... . oi60 00 00 

FromM'Bridgeman - - - - 1000 00 00 

FromM'Walley - - - - - 0100 00 00 

FromlVfHenn - - - • 0100 00 00 

From M' Vaughan - ... oiOO 00 00 

From Alderman Walley - - - 0300 00 00 

We have taken a particular view of all the Swnmes of 6970 00 00 

money mentioned to be Received by John Ashbumham ———•-• 
for our use on this side the leafe And doe knowe the 
same to be true accordinglie And doe allow thereof The 
same having been done by ouf espedall appoyntment. 
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From M' Hatton - . - - - 0050 00 .00 

From M*" EueUin - - . - •- OlOO 00 00 

From IVF May for Doctor Turttor . - - - 0100 00 00 

From the Lord Digby for I. D. . - . - 0500 00 00 

From May more - .. _ . ; . 0050 00 00 

From M' Hynton for an unknowne person r ■ - 0099 00 00 

FromM'^Maltus - .- -. - 0100 00 00 

From the Maior of Oxford - - 0500 00 00 

From the Privy Purse - - - 0600 00 00 

From S' Walter Pye - - - - 0260 00 00 

Frtna Doctor Ducke - - - 3800 00 00 

From Doctor Crofits - - - - 0050 00 00 

From S'' Christopher Neuill - - - 0100 00 00 

From the Vice Chancellor & University of Qxon - - 0800 00 . 00 

From Mr Edmund Tumor . -. - - 0100 00 00 

From S' G^rvase Scroope - • - 0790 00 00 

Frcm the.Lord Bishopp of Saxum - - . 0100 00 00 

From Doctor Steward for Doctor Bennett - ^ 0100 00 00 

From M' Challoner and others by.M' Eeds - - 0500 00 00 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 8199 00 00 

money mentioned to be Received by John Ashbumham — — ^ 
for our use^ on this, side the leafe And doe knowe the 
same to be true aqc^rdpgly . And doe allow thereof The 
same having been done by our Especiall Appoyntment. 
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From IVr John darey for the persons following viz. 

Vrom the Lord Maynard - ^ 50 ' 

Fi^om S' Thomas Bonnefidd • - SOO 

From IVP Osbaldston - - 300 

Fi^om M* Cordwall - - - 300 

From IVP Adams - • . 50 

FromlVPHalton - - - 60 

From M'Binlaiis ... so 

FromM'Greares - - - 

From an unknowne person hy S' Peter Wyche 

From P. P. by JVfMarkham 

Prom the Lord Cravra hy S' W" Russell 

From the Lord Spencer by S' W* Russell 

Prom S' Robert Napper 

From Wmchester CoUedge 

From W Launcelott Lake 

From an unknowne person by the W of y* RoILi - 

From M' Leigh of Gloeestershire 

From Doctor Marsh by the B^ of Sarum 

We have taken a partictdbr view of aH the siimmes of 
money mentioned i» be received by John Ashbnmham 
for our use on this^ side of the leafe and doe know the 
same to be true accordingly^ And doe aUowe thereof^ The 
same having been done by oot eqiteeia& appoyntment. 



- 0880 00 00 



OOSO M 00 


«000 00 00 


$995 10 00 


4000 M 00 


2000 00 00 


0500 00 00 


0400 00 00 


0100 oiy 00 


0956 OO 00 


OlOOOHII^OO 


0100 OWOO 


14055 lO 00 
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From M* White - - - . OlOO oa 00 

From the Lord Donsmore for S' Thomas Holt - - 0065 00 00 

FnimtheBarleofDaiihy - « * 1500 00 00 

From the Iiord Scudamour - - - 0^5 00 OO 

From S' ^obn Lucas by S' William Walter - - 0300 00 00 

From the Deane of Christ Church - - - 0600 00 00 

From KEortoQ Colledge - - - 0400 00 00 

Fnna the L9dy Horwood - - 0158 00 OO 

From SP Thomas Morgan - - - 0100 00 00 

FvomM'Comish .... 04000000 

ftom Doctor Baddiff .... oiSO 00 00 

FromSFHudson .... 050Q 00 00 

Jham 8' Edmund Sayer - - 0100 00 00 

From the L«rd Cottington*s man - - 0151 19 00 

FromM'Hompden - - - r 0500 00 00 

From th^ CSl^e of Oxon - - - 0520 00 00 

FramM'Yutes .... 05000000 

FromM'IkbrlQe .... 00650000 

From Sr William Bottder - * - 0200 00 00 

»' ■ 

We huve taken a particular view <tf all the smmaos of 65S4 19 00 

money mentioned to he IK^oetved by John Ashbumham •— ^^ 
for our use on this side the leale And doe know the 
same to be true acQordii^pUcuAQddQeallove thereof. The 
same having been citoe by our esp^mll ai^poyntaenl. 
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From M' Jones for the persons foUowing. viz. 

From M'Leuiston - - - * 1000 00 00 

From an unknowne person - - - - 1000 00 00 

From P. P. . - - - - - «000 00 00 

From 1. 1. - - - - - - 1040 00 oo 

From S' Richard Wynne - - - ^000 00 00 

From M'Eogers for others - - * - 0200 00 Oo' 

Froin A. P. - - - - • 9000 00 00 

From I. N. - .... SOOO 00 00 

From S' Walter Pye ... - 1700 00 00 

FromM'Bland .... 0500 OO'OO 

FromM'Cockshott - - - 02125 00 00 

From S' Richard Wynne more - - * 1000 00 00 

FromlVrBradley - - - - 1000 00 00 

FromlifMarsham - - - - O&OO 00 00 

From G. P. .... OSOO 00 o6' 

From the Lord Newhurgh for S' Thomas B^p - - 0300 00 00 

FromLH. - - - - 8600 00 00 

From M' BidLcrstaff for others - - ' - 042O 00 00 . 

We have^taken a particular view of all the summes of 80485 00 00 

mony mentioned to he received by John Ashbumham ^— — 
for Our use on this side y^ leafe And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly. And doe allow thereof the 
same having been done by Our Especiall appoyntment. 
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Ftom S' Stephen Scott - - 

From S' Thomas Chamberlaine 

From/S'.Thoma3 Gage 

From the Bishopp of Hereford by the Lo: Heihert - 

Fkom M^ Gtuubleton 

FromM^Butterworth - - - 

From Doctor Potter 

From the BPP of Sarum for liTC 

From S^ John Baker . - . . 

From Li. B. for Mr. John- Aselrobe -- - ■ 

Fhim E. S. for fieverall persons by the Ma' of y« Rolls 

From the Lord Dunsmore - - 

From the Lady Farmer - 

F^pom the Lord Percy 

From S' John Terringham - - 

FromM'Bx»gers 

FromS' Gabriell Lowe - 

From the Earle of Danby 

From 'M?^ Freeman - 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
mony mentioned to be Received by John Ashburnham 
for Our use on this side the leafe. . And doe knowe the 
same to be true accordingly. And doe allow thereof The 
same having been done by our Especiall appoyntment. 



0100 00 00 


0800 OO 00 


0066 08 or 


0500 00 OO 


0050 00 00 


0050 00 00 


1000 00 00 


0200 00 00 


0500 00 00 


02^5 00 00 


0300 00 00 


0040 00 00 


1500 00 00 


0136 00 00 


0040 00 00 


0010 00 00 


0096 19 06 


190O OO 00 


0200 00 00 


7714 08 01 
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From M' Hyde of Salisbury 

From M' Greenwood - . - 

From M' Chamberlaine <if .... 

From M' Chamberlaiue of * 

From the Bishopp of Samm for M ' Jay 

From Doctor Tolson and others - - 

From S' John Heydon out of the Emption money 

From S' Thomas Lee of Hondey Abbey 

FrbmM' Watson - - - . 

FromM'Richbell 

From M' Walker 

From S' W" Pennyman for M^ Bridges 

From the Earle of Carlile for others 

From M' Walker Secretary 

From M^ Smith by M' NeviU 

From M' Hooke for others 

From y^ Collectors of the Contribution in Radnorsh: 

From S' John Wilde a gold Chaine 

From M' Harding - - 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
mony mentioned to be Received by John Ashbumhom 
for Our use on this side the kafe. And doe know the 
same to be true accordinglie. And doe allow thereof The 
some having been done by our Especiall Appoyntment. 



1000 00 M 


0050 OD OQ 


0000 00 00 


0100 00 00 


0050 00 00 


0766 00 00 


1000 00 00 


3000 00 00 


0500 00 00 


0150 00 00 


0036 OO OQ 


0500 00 00 


0500 00 OQ 


005O 00 00 


0100 00 00 


0050 00 00 


0360 00 00 


0105 00 00 


0100 00 OO 


8396 60 00 
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WomM' Crane ... 

F!r6m the GoQedge at Hereford 
From S' John Smyth of Crabott 
From M^ Saunder Courtupp 
From M' John Thatcher 
From Robert Boyes^ Esq. 
From Thomas Manley^ Esq. 
From Walter Evans Gierke 

From S* Drake 

From S» George Vaughan 
From L. B. 

From M' James Nowell 
From S' Poynings MooTe 
From Doctor Hynton 
From M' Cowdree in Plate 
From M' Biggs - . - 

From S' John Hubbard 
From the Ladie Horwood Three dozen of] 
Plate Trenchers, in value - - - J 



We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
money mentioned to be received by John Ashbumham 
for our use on this side the leafe And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly. And doe aDow thereof. The 
same having been done by Our EspedaU Appoyntment. 



- 1500 00 00 

- 0120 00 00 

- 0100 00 00 
. 0100 00 00 

- 0100 00 00 
. 0100 00 00 

- 0100 00 00 

- 0005 00 00 

- 0«00 00 00 

- 2000 00 00 

- 0040 00 00 

- 0100 00 00 
• 0100 00 00 

- 0010 00 00 

- 0063 10 03 

- 0150 00 00 

- 0500 00 00 

- 0089 01 or 

5877 II 10 
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From S' Tliomas Cotton ^ 

FromM*; Willia - - 

From^Doctor Steward for his First Fruits 

From M' Clarke 

FromM'L.B.. 

From the Lord Newburgh - - 

From S', Richard Lucy 

From M^ Rookes for the Reversion of an Office 

From S', David Cunningham 

From Doctor Steward for M' Langley 

From M' Jones for Money received by' 
way of . Contribution . in the . Custome 
House at Bristol! from the viij*** of Aug"* 
1643 to Michaehnass following^ as by 
his Account appeareth - - 

From him more for former Customes <^ 
due upon the Arreares from M' Wil- I 
lougbie to M' Meredith late Customer | 
there - * - - - . - . -^ 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
mony mentioned to be Received by John Ashbumham 
for our use on this side y^ leafe And doe know the 
same to be true accordinglie And doe aBowe thereof The 
same having been done by our Espedall Appoyntment. 



O500 W OOF 
0050 00 OO 
0100 00 OO 
0300 00 OO 
0050 00 OO 

0550 00 oa 
0200 00 oa 

0200 00 OO 
1000 00 OO 
0100 00 OO 



0802 10 OO 



- 0003 03 00 



3855 13 OO 
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Erom him more upon the same Account of i 

M' Croft - - - - / 

fVom him more upon that Account of i 

M' Day in part of a greater Summe J 

JFrom him more of M' Browne in part of a "I 

greater Summe - - - / 

From him more of M' HolworUde being 1 

Composition money - - . J 
From him more for Composition Mony ^ 

received by M*" Wytt of Weymouth in > 

the Cus.tome house there - - J 
From him more for Iron sold by Howell "1 

Price at Bristoll - . . . j 
From him more which he received of M" 

Meredith upon the Arrears due for Cus- 

tomes in her husband*s time 
From S' Edward Walgrave - _ - 
From an unknowne person - . . . 

From M' Fry - - ^. - 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
mony mentioned to be Received by John Ashbumham 
for our use on this side the leafe And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly; And doe allowe thereof The 
same having been done by Our Especiall Appoyntment. 



} 



0007 02 00 
0100 00 00 
0070 00 00 

0400 OiO 00 

0118 00 OQ 

6223 10 02 
1300 00 00 

0100 00 00 
0150 00 00 
0100 00 00 

7568 12 02 
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From S' John Hewett . . - 

From M' Richardson . . . . 

FromM'Tirwhitt - . . . 

Fl'om M' Holyday ... - 

From M' Glishold . . . . . 

FromM'BaU . - . . 

FromS' Allerton . - . . 

From S^ Thomas Hampson by Do' Edinuids 
From the Lord Newburgh ... 

From HER MAIESTIE ... 

From the Lord Lmnley . . - 

From H. C. for others - - . . 
From this Cittie of Oxford - - 
From the Officers of the Alienation Office^ ^ 

Plate to the value of - - / " " 
From the Maior^ Aldermen^ and Corpora- ^ 

tionof the Cittie of Bristoll - / " * 
From M" Horwood for P. P. and others at "1 

times - - - / 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
mony mentioned to be received by John Ashburnham 
for our use on this side the leafe^ And doe know the 
same to be t^ue accordingly. And doe allowe thereof^ The 
same having been done by our espsciall Appoyntment. 



0800 00 00 
0400 00 00 
0100 00 00 
0100 00 00 
0040 00 00 
0030 00 00 
0150 00 00 
0100 00 00 
0200 00 00 
0600 00 00 
0300 00 00 
0330 00 00 
2000 00 00 

0385 14 00 

9900 00 00 

6041 00 00 
20876 14 00 
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From an unknowne person by T. N. 

From Doctor Wall 

From S' Edmund Bo¥ryer 

From M" Colchesta* 

From S' Walter Pye and M' W" Herbert being i 

part of the Earle of Pembroke's Rents - J 
From for the reversion of a Teller's 1 

place in the Exchequer - - - j 

RomW.M. -g^ 

From the Lord Hatton 

From unknowne persons ... 

From the BPP of Bath and Wells 



OlOO 00 00 
0300 00 00 
0050 00 00 
0850 00 00 

1320 00 00 

0100 00 00 

0560 00 00 
2650 00 00 
0500 00 00 
0200 00 00 



TheTotallofthe7 

_ ._^ . > 162117:06:10 
Receipts is 3 



We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
mony mentioned to be Received by John Ashbumham 
for our use on this side the leafe And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly And doe allowe thereof^ The 
same having been done by our especiall appoyntment. 
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iNvmiMis To S' William Vuedale 

To the F&y-Master Generall of Your •\ 
Ma^*^ Armie as by his Acquittances > 
more at large it may appeare - - J 

To the Privy Purse at times as by sundry ) 
Acquittances may appeare . . 5 

To the Trayne of Artillery as by divers 7 
Acquittances may appeare - - J 

To the Lord Generall for his owne Ac- i 
compt at Sundry payments - y 

To him more for Gratuities^ Rewards^ and - 
other Accommodations for Your Ma^ 
owne Armie and divers Officers and 
Souldiers in the same, and for Encou- 
ragements to manie that have come over 
to Your Ma**« from y« Rebells - - 

To the Coferer for Supply of Your Mat* 
Houshold as by Acquittances appeares 

To Commissary Pinckney for VictuaU 



- 06000 00 00 

- 8390S 04 07 

- 14954 18 00 

- 11104 00 00 

- 01942 lO 00 

- 01836 00 00 



02280 00 00 
01306 00 00 



We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 123326 12 07 
money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed ^— — — • 
by John Ashbumham for our Service And doe knowe 
the same to be true accordinglie. And doe allowe 
thereof The same having been issued by our Especial! 
Appoyntment. 
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To Thomas Johnson for the Prince at times - - 4350 00 00 

To the Prisonners at London and elsewhere - - 0885 00 00 

To Mounsieur Laroch - - - 0760 00 00 

To the Manufacturers of Match - - - 1445 05 00 

To M' Stevens for Hay - - - 0240 00 00 

To the Messengers by your Ma^ Command - - 0420 00 00 

To S' Edward Stradling .... o534 00 00 

To S' Ralph Dutton - ... o500 00 00 

To M' La'nion .... oi50 00 00 

To M"^ Slmgsbie - - - - - 0020 00 00 

To the Earle of Cumberland - - - 0100 00 00 

To David Alexander - - - - . OOIO 00 00 

To the Earle of Lyndsey - - - 0600 00 00 

To the Lord Falkland ... 0100 OO 00 

To the Lord Willoughbie - - - 0150 00 00 

To S' William Pennyman - - - 0400 00 00 

Charges the first Journey to Cambridge ... 0026 00 00 

For 3 horses and furniture . •- - 0033 oo 00 

To Doctor Chaworth^ &c. that went to Cambridge - 0109 00 00 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 10832 05 00> 
money mentioned to be Disbursed on this side the leafe -^^^ ■— 
by John Ashbumbam, for our Service And doe know 
the same to be true accordingly. And doe allow 
thereof The same having been issued by our Especiall 
Appoyntment. 
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To M'PooKe for 3 joumies to Cambridge - - 0(H50 00 00 

To one that was sent to Foul's head - - - 0200 00 00 

To S^ John Pennington - - - 037^ 16 00 

To S» Thomas Gower - - - 0500 00 00 

To Edward Carvile for Dispatches - - - 0010 00 00 

To M' Herbert Price ... . 0200 00 00 

To Slaughter and Moyle two Officers - - 0078 00 00 

To two Dutch Engineeres - - . 0040 00 00 

To W" Murray and Tho. Killegrew - - 0100 00 00 

To Captaine Ellis - . - - oi20 00 00 

To CoUonell Gerrard - ... 0750 00 00 

For Carriages from Nottingham - - 0017 00 00 

To CoUonell Shelley ... - 0030 00 00 

To M' Frecheuille - - ... 0800 00 00 

For Carriages from Wellington - - - 0003 00 00 

To the Earle of Darby - - - 0140 00 00 

To S' Thomas Aston . . - . 0450 00 00 

To M' Bridgeman - - - - 0200 00 00 

To S' Thomas Dallison - - - 0100 00 00 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 4170 16 00 

mony mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed •^■^■•-^ 
by John Ashbumham^ for our Service, And doe know 
the same to be true accordinglie. And doe allow 
thereof. The same having been issued by our Especiall 
appoyntment. 
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To a poore man that was injur'd l^ SoukUers - - 0001 00 OO 

To the I>uke of Richmond's Servant • - - 0060 00 OO 

To the Lord Dighy - - - 0200 00 00 

To S' Edward Fitton - - - 0105 00 OO 

To one Pearson for Swords - - . - - 0050 00 OO 

To S"^ John Beommont his Regiment - - 0200 00 00 

To the Lord Craford at times - - - 0150 00 00 

To Henrich Van-rave Granadier - - - - 0085 00 00 

To 3 Scottish Officers two Stuarts and Ck>lhrith - - 0057 00 00 

To S' William Killigrew - - - 0680 00 00 

To the Guard for keeping prisonners ... 0030 00 OO 

To Prince Maurice - 0300 00 00 

To the scout M' Generall - - - 0050 00 00 

To M' Sneade - - - - 0O5O 00 OO 

For 5 wagon horses and a saddle nagg for y^ Prince - 0060 00 OO 

To Hester by the Prince's command ... 0005 00 OO 

To M' Prodgers .... 0030 00 OO 

To a poore man at Edgecoate - - - 0010 00 OO 

To the Printing Press - - 0005 00 OO 

We have taken a particular view of all the Summes of 2128 00 OO 

money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed ' ""i"^— 1"^» 

by John Ashbumham for our use and service And doe • > 
know the same to be true accordingly And doe allowe 
thereof The same having been issued by our EspedaU 
appoyntment. 
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To Eight Officers that went into Sussex - , - 0050 00 06 

To M' Evellin for Victuall - - - 0060 00 q6 

To Coll: Blagg's Regiment as gift - - • 0020 00 OC^ 

For Pike staves .... 0055 05 00 

To Lieu' Vavasour who was hurt - - 0010 00 00 

To Major Courtney - - - . 0100 00 00 

To M' Evellin for Match ... 0020 00 00 

To M' Holhome's man for service - - - 0005 00 00 

To Coll: Blagg towards a Magazin » - 0400 00 00 

To Prince Rupert ... . 2100 00 00 

To S' Rohert Howard's Dragoons - . 0100 00 00 

To M' Chillingworth for money disbursed - - <X)20 00 OQ 

To Collonel Blagg - ... 0050 00 00 

To the Officers at Brill as gifit - - . 0040 00 00 

To a Seaman that came from London - - 0003 00 00 

To one Morris a wounded Trooper ^ - - 0010 00 00 

To the Harbingers at times - - - 0200 00 00 

To the ffootmen at times - - - 0090 00 00 

To S*" Nicholas Byron - - - 0050 00 00 

We have taken a particular view of all the Summes of 3383 05 00 

money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed "^■^■■■"'■" 

by John Ashbumham for our Service And doe know 

the same to be true accordingly And doe allowe thereof 

The same having been done by our Especiall Appoynt- 

ment. 
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To ifajor Woiidhouse - - - 0020 00 OO 

To ]VP Throckmorton - ... 0020 00 OO 

To Degomme Engineere - - - 0060 00 OO 

To Captaine Townesend - - 0020 00 OO 

To the Gun-smiths as your Ma** gift - - 0020 00 OO 

To them more upon Accompt - - - 0020 00 OO 

To the Widow Hayes - - - 0007 00 OO 

For conveying money from Worcester - - 0003 05 OO 

To Sir Francis Wortley - - - 0050 00 OO 

To W Heron for change of Gold - - - 0037 10 OO 

To Degomme and Taylor to raise 2 Companies - - 0100 00 OO 

To Langley for his charges in bringing downey^ Gunsmiths 0034 12 06 

To M"^ Kirton for the Prince - - - 0200 00 OO 

To Captaine Hay . . - - . OOIO 00 OO 

To Coll: Washington to raise Dragoons (by y*Lo: Falkland) 0300 00 OO 

To Captaine Trist ' - - .. « 0050 00 OO 

To Captaine Normanville ^ . . 0015 OO OO 

To Captaine Lydall • - - - 0010 00 OO 

To the Comptroller of your Ma** house - - 0200 OO 00 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 1177 07 06 

money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed •— i»— -» 

by John Ashbumham for our service And doe know 

the same to be true accordingly And doe allow thereof 

The same having been issued by our especiaU appoynt- 

ment. 
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To Edw: Talbott for fetching money (his diarges) - 0003 13 0^ 

To S^ Henry Radley - ... 0060 00 00 

For change and returning the Lady Sidley's money - 0032 00 00 

To a Sweade for his good Service - - 0030 00 00 

To Langley for Wax-Lights - • - 0010 00 00 

To Collonell Pert - ... 0020 00 00 

To M' John Carey for Exchange of money - - 0004 13 00 

To Captaine Sackvile for a Recruit - - 0005 00 00 

To the Lord Bernard for his Officers - - 0300 00 00 

To M' Grant Wagon M' general] - - 0140 00 00 

To Captame Greenfield . - - - 0010 00 00 

To the Yeomen of the Guard - - - 0080 00 00 

To the Quarter-Master geiieraU ... 0140 00 00 

To M' Thrupp for Powder - - - 0040 00 00 

To Thomas Henn - - - - 0010 00 00 

To Major Barzey . . - . . 0020 00 00 

To Captaine Rowland Gwyn - - - 0051 05 00 

To Lieutenant Generall WiUmott - - 0100 00 00 

To CoQonell Thomas Howard - - 0200 00 00 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 1246 11 06 

money meadoned on this side the leafe to he disbursed — — 

by John Ashbumham for our service And doe know 

the same to be true accordingly And doe allowe thereof 

The same having been issued by our Especiall appoynt- 

ment. 
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To Captaine Leigtiton being wounded • - 0040 00 OO 

To another wounded Captaine - - . • 0010 .00 00 

To 3 gent that came £rom the Rebelk - - 0030 00 OO 

To Captaine Blount - - - - 0005 00 00 

To Sebish an Engineere ... 0030 OO OO 

To Widow Carey - - - - 0020 OO OO 

To Widow Simpson - - « . . 0003 OO 00 

To one of the Prince's Groomes at Titbury - - 0050 OO 00 

To Major Saunders - - - ^ 0030 00 00 

To Captaine Jefferies ... ooio OO 00 

To one Ludbrooke a maim'd Trooper - - - 0005 OO 00 

To k" Jordane .... 0020 00 00 

To Captaine Beek - - - - - 0010 OO 00 

For bringing M' Freeman's money ... OOOI 00 00 

To Whitehead the Scout - . . . 0050 00 00 

To Lieutenant Coll: Richley - - 0050 OO 00 

To one Sindeere a wounded Scotchman - - 0005 OO 00 

To Captaine Bendish - - • ^ 0010 00 00 

To S' Jacob Astley - - . - 0050 00 00 

We have taken a' particular view of all the summes of 0429 00 00 

mony mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed — ^-i— — 
by John Ashbumham for o' service And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly* And doe allowe thereof The 
same having been done by our Especiall Appoyntment. 
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>— 0036 00 00 



To tiie BfaP of the Rolls for mony by him 

disbors'd for your Ma*^' Service 
To an Engineere y* was sent to y* Lo. CapeU - £15 
For 55 Swords that were sent to y* Magaasin - 16 
For Twentie fire Swords and Bills - - S 

To divers persons for Intelligence - - 2 

To M^Jones for the Exchange of 30485 into gold • • 0435 

To Druinme major Oatley's wife . . ^ . 0012 

To one Balton a wounded Trooper ... 0005 

To Major Hutchinson .... 0020 

To S' Lewis Dives for Intdligence .... 0100 

To Captaine Alford ..... oo40 

To the EarleofLyndsey'sCaptaine Lieut: - . 0030 

To the Powder maker • . • . o400 

To Lieutenant Gollondl Balweir .... 0030 

To S'V.M. for secrett Service . <- . . 0050 

To a woman whose husband was slaine « . • 0003 

To S' William Brouncker .... 0030 

To S*" Art: Aston for Intelligence .... 0050 

We have taken a particular view of all the sums of 1001 06 00 

mony mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed — i— ■ 

by John Ashbumham for our Service And doe know 

the same to be true accorduigly And doe aUow thereof 

The same having been issued by our Espedall iq;»poynt- 

ment. 



00 00 
00 00 
00 00 
00 00 
00 00 
00 00 
00 00 
00 00 
00 00 
00 00 
06 00 
00 00 
00 00 
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For Prince Rupert's dyett « . * • 

To Captaine Jackson ... 

To S' Robert Howard's Lieut: CoUonell 

To W Dennis for Ooth^ &c. for Souldiers 

To Cocken a printer by M' Jones ... 

Miscarried out of M' Jones his money 

For Retume of fi' 1. 1. Money • - . . 

To him that brought the Earle of Carlile's money 

For money short in S' Tho: Lee's money 

To him y* brought S' — Drake's money 

To Maltus for hay - - - - - 

To 3 gentlemen for secrett service ... 

To S' William Killigrewes man for a journey into y* west 

To Wecherfin for a fomdne dispatch 

To one imployd to the Lord Hopton 

To the Lord Percy for a forraine dispatch - - - 

To Toby for a dispatch - - 

To one Ingram imployd into the West 

To Do' Cox imployd into the West 

To the Lord Hopton - - - - 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes 
of money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed 
by John Ashbumham for o' service And doe knowe the 
same to be true accordingly And doe allowe thereof The 
same having been issued by our Especiall appoyntment. 



0380 00 00 


ooro 00 00 


O006 00 00 


0250 00 00 


0200 00 OO 


0650 OO OO 


0040 00 00 


0002 00 00 


0005 12 OO 


0001 00 00 


0031 00 00 


0150 00 00 


0005 00 00 


002O OO 00 


OOIO 00 00 


0020 OO 00 


OOIO OO 00 


0007 OO 00 


0005 00 00 


0600 00 00 


2461 12 00 



CHARLES R. 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 



XXVll 



CHARLES R. 



To M' Tompkins imployd to the Queene 
To two Yeomen of the Guard .4. 

To a pobre Woman whose husband was sl^gne 
To one imployd on Secrett service.. - . - - 
To S' Art: Aston for certaine Matrosses 
For Xrynnen for your Ma*»* - - ' - 
To the Widow Beven - - - 

For a Recreut in Col: Bard*s Companie 
To M' Rhodes, to provide Drumme and 1 

Colours for practizing the greate horse / 
To Peter Mabor - - ^ • 

To Doctor Steward for some Chaplaines 
To CoUonell Cockran 
To S' Walter Pye for money disburs*d 
To Captaine Aston - 

For Carrying money to Abbingdon . - - 

To Harrison one of y^ Guard for a journey 1 

and a horse lost in your Ma** Service . J 
To Ensigne Manning - -^ - 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed 
by John Ashbiumham for our Service And doe knowe 
the same to be true accordingly And doe allow thereof 
The same having been issued by our Especiall appoynt- 
ment. 



0010 00 00 


0002 00 00 


0002 00 00 


0020 00 00 


0003 00 00 


0009 00 00 


0006 00 00 


0005 00 00 


0005 00 00 


0005 00 00 


O05O 00 00 


0110 00 00 


0260 00 00 


0005 00 00 


0000 12 06 


0015 00 00 


0010 00 00 


0517 12 06 
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To M' Henry Wood for payment of the 
Northeme Regiments that came along 
with her Majestie out of the North One 
week's pay - - - 

To Warham Jenmiett for two Westeme gent 

To Captaine Seroope and 3 other Capf prisonners 

To Elizabeth Carter for gun mettle 

For bringing Plate from y^ Lord Craford 

For bringing y* money from S' Drake 

To certaine poore souldiers 

For bringing Plate and money from BristoU 

To M' Tompkins for secrett service 

To M' May for money lost by yo' Ma*»« 

To Edward Carvile for Engines at Glo- 
cester, and other charges in yourMajes- 
tie*s service there - 

To one whose Eyes were shott out 

For a present of Fowle - - 

To X wounded Troopers of y« Ea: of Carnarvon's 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed 
by John Ashbumham f<Hr our Service And doe know 
the same to be true accordingly And doe allow thereof 
The same having been issued by our especiall appoynt- 
ment 



} 



0800 06 06 

OOIO 00 00 
0040 00 00 

0013 00 00 

0005 00 00 

0000 00 00 
0002 00 00 

0006 10 00 
0020 00 00 
0020 00 00 

0014 10 00 

0005 00 00 

0001 00 00 
0030 00 00 

0967 06 06 
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To Robinson, Trunck Carrier 

To the Lo: Wentworth's Dragoons 

For a horse for the Prince 

To one Percy a wounded Trooper 

To M' Howson for repairing one of your 1 

Majestie's Coaches - - J " 

To Captaine SnelKng for two joumies from 1 

Prince Maurice and back . . / ~ 
To CoUoneU Lyndsey ... 

ToD'ausque - . « 

To Henry Bedborough ... 

To Lieuten' Coll: Gerrard 
ToM'Paddon ... 

To CoUonell Wagstaff 
To S' John Beommont 

To the Lord Grandison .... 

Tolii' Metcalf Apothecary 
To Thomas West .... 

To M' Crisp at Bristoll his fee 

We have taken a particular view of all l^e summes of 
mony mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed 
by John Ashbumham for our service And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly And doe allowe thereof The 
same having been issued by our EspedaU appoyntment. 



0006 00 00 


0100 00 00 


0020 00 00 


0005 00 00 


0030 00 00 


0010 00 00 


0020 00 00 


0030 00 00 


0010 00 00 


0020 00 00 


0010 00 00 


0200 00 00 


0100 00 00 


0300 00 00 


0050 00 00 


0010 00 00 


ooeo 00 00 


0980 00 00 
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To M» Henry Wood for pa*- 
Northerne Bj^;iinent8 t> 
with her Majestie out j 

vreek's pay - t*^ ■ 

To Warham Jemir ^JlJ-^^-aKraB 
To Captaine Scr -Jg%f^ 
ToEUzabeth'- 'Vvy-*' . 
Forbiinginr J%> 
Forbrinp' ^^^p^ 



,.." 






Pjtoa 



To cert' 
Forly 
To 7 

le ^ l^A^LkJvti and Degomme 



f^\.k^ 



*5^' 



ift/^-'^^x.i^^^^y 



^^^'^■'''''^rrColl^ Littleton 
^5/.nefl Herbert 



^^oneflBlackwaU 
^^ Sumptennen and BotHemen 






0ioney 



mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed 



\yj John Ashbumhanr for our Service And doe know the 
game to be true accordingly and doe aUowe thereof Tlie 
same having been issued by our especiaQ appoyntment. 



0015 oaoo 

0020 00 00 
0020 00 00 

0005 00 00 
0040 00 00 
0020 00 00 
0010 00 00 
0100 00 00 
0015 00 00 
2000 00 00 
0040 00 00 
0020 00 00 
0100 00 00 
0050 00 00 
0020 00 00 
0100 00 00 
0100 00 00 
0030 00 00 

0006 00 00 



tjfe hav^ taken a particular view of all the summes of 2711 OOOO 
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«enant CoUonell NoweQ 
.itkinson the pad-man ... 

To two of your Ma** Coachmen 
To the Guard 

To Alexander Sayer - - - 

To Vanhacke for Armes 
For Trunckes to convey money and plate 1 

from Bristol! to Oxford - - / " ' 
For carrymg money to Matsdowne 
To M' Thrupp of Bristoll his half yeares fee 
To a Groome of the Chamber 
To Captaine Morton for Intelligence 
To S' Edward Sydenham for Intelligence 
For Salt 

To Thomas Gower . - - 

Fees for two Buckes - ' - 

To the Duke of Richmond for money lost i 

at play by your Majestic - - J 
For bringing Letters ... 

We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
money mentioned on this side the leaf e to be disbursed 
by John Ashbumham for our service And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly And doe allowe thereof. The 
same having been bsued by pur Espedall appdyntment. 



0010 00 00 


0010 00 00 


0020 00 00 


0020 00 00 


0010 00 00 


1000 00 00 


0016 00 00 


0003 05 00 


0028 00 00 


0002 00 00 


0001 00 00 


0001 00 oo 


0004 01 00 


0002 08 00 


jQoai 00 00 


0012 00 00 


0000 15 00 


1141 09 00 
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To John Blakiston 

To WiUiam Brooke 

To Cloth S' Gilbert Gerrard's Raiment 

To divers Chaplaines and Chirorgeons of 
for their Entertainments and Supplyes 
according to their Commissions as by 
their Acquittances may appeare . . 

To the Messengers for divers Post Jour- ' 
neyes in your Ma^^ Service as by their 
Post Warrants and respective Acquit- 
tances may appeare . • • 

For allowance in Coynage of Plate part of 
the Two Thousand pounds presented by 
the Cittie of Oxford 

For allowance in Coynage of Plate part of 
the mentioned Sunmie brought in by the 
Vice-ChanceUour and Doctors of y* 
Universitie of Oxford ... 

To the Lord Byron ... 



0001 00 00 
0003 00 00 
0100 00 00 

1288 14 00 



0530 18 04 



0001 10 00 



- - 0005 06 00 



We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed 
by John Ashbumham for our Service And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly And doe allow thereof. The 
same having been issued by our Espedall appoyntment. 



OSOO 00 00 



3129 08 04 
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For allowance in CojBBge of Plate that '\ 
was brought in part of the Earle of y 
Danbyes nineteene hundred pounds - 

To S' Jacob Astley for payment of the ' 
Common. Souldiers of sundry Regiments 
for their Labours in the workes before 
Glocester^ and for other Rewards 

To one that brought a presented horse to 1 
yourMajestie - - - / 

To M' Jones for his fee and Charges in 1 
surveying the Out Ports^ Collecting y 
money there, and divers other services J 

To S^ Edward H^ 

To M' Evellin for Match 

To Lawrence Grambe 

To Lieutenant Collonell Poore 

To Mounsieur Mountgamier at times 



We have taken a particular view of all the summes of 
money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed 
by John Ashbumham for our Service And doe know the 
same to betrue accordingly And doe allow thereof The 
same having been issued by our Espedall appoyntment. 



. 0008 15 00 



- 0600 00 00 



0005 00 00 



- 0200 00 00 

. 0100 00 00 

- 0100 00 00 

- 0030 00 00 

- 0080 00 00 

- 0350 00 00 

1473 00 00 
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ToCi^taine Dabscoat by M' Ryder - - 0010 00 00 

To S' Jacob AsHey . - - . - OIOO 00 00 

To Mounsieur Sanravy ... 0300 00 00 

Charges in weighing Iron at Bristol! • - - 0104 17 02 

To M' Mynnes Agent for factorage - • - 004O 00 00 

To M*' Freeman y« Prince's Laundress - - 0005 00 00 

For a present of Fowle ... - 00020000 

To Byssell Commissary for the sick .... oiOO 00 00 

To S' W. G. for secrett service - - - 0050 00 00 

To Lieutenant CoU: Weston - - - 0010 00 00 

To Robert Cross by your M** command - - 0010 00 00 

To Coll: Washington at twice - - - 0290 00 00 

To M' Creswick . _ . . oiSO 00 00 

To Collonell Fielding - - - 0060 00 00 

ToCollondlBampfield - - - - 0045 10 00 

To Captaine William Wynn - - - 0020 00 00 

To Edward Carvile - ... 0040 00 00 

To the Lord Byron - ... o200 00 00 

To M' Barker the Prince's Avener - - 0050 00 00 

To Lieu' Lee by M' Nevill - - - 0005 00 00 

We have taken a particular view of all the sumes of 1452 07 02 

money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed — ^— — 
by John Ashbumham for our service And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly^ and doe allow thereof The 
same having been done by our Especiall Appointment. 
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For money lost by plate in Coynage part ^ 

of the Maior of Oxons 500k * - j 
To M'Barrowes for Lynnen for your Ma^* •> 

and the prince's highness - . j 

Qerkes fees, books, paper, parchment, and ■^ 

other things incident to Accompts - j 
To George Howman for S' John Beommont 
To CoUonell Inneis 
For Captaine Trigg's buriall 
To W" Hewes Gierke of the Checque to 1 

the Messengers - - - - J 



0003 04 02 
0100 00 06 

0120 00 .00 

0040 00 00 
0050 00 00 
0005 00 00 

0200 00 00 
0518 04 02 



TheTotallofthe 
Disbursements 



is 3 



162047:03:03 



We have taken a particular view of all the sumes of 
money mentioned on this side the leafe to be disbursed 
by John Ashbumham for our service And doe know the 
same to be true accordingly And doe allow thereof The 
same having been done by our Especiall Appoyntment. 
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The Totall of the Receipts is One hundred Sixty Two 
Thousand One hundred and Seaventeene pounds^ Six 
shillings^ and Tenn pence. 

The Totall of the Disbursements is One hundred Sixty 
Two Thousand fourty seaven pounds^ Three shillings^ 
and Three pence. 

Soe there is due from the Accomptant to ballance 
this Accompt the Summe of Seaventy pounds, Three 
Shillings^ and Seaven pence. 
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Memorandum. That John Browne gent, servant to 
John Ashbumham Esq. came before Us the first day of 
August, in the yeare of our Lord 1645 and in the 21st 
yeare of the Reigne of our Soveraigne Lord King Charles 
by Virtue of his Majestie's Commission under the Great 
Seale of England bearing date at Oxford the xxth of 
July last past, to Us and others directed, and made 
Oath as foUoweth, viz. 

I John Browne servant to John Ashbumham Esq. 
doe depose, That about the 24th of November 1642, I 
entred into my Master's Service, and was from that time 
to the 26th of October 1643, solely ymployed in the 
Receipt and Payment of all such monies as came to my 
Master's hands for his Majestie's Use, and kept the Ac- 
compt thereof myself. That this Accompt now shewed 
unto me, containing six leaves and a half of Receipts, is 
my owne hand writing, and that all and every the 
Summes of money therein particularly charged to be 
Received by my Master, past through my hands, and are 
truly and justly charged, except only such Summes as 
are heereafter expressed, viz. 

From M' Pooly at times - 6118:00:00 

From D' Chaworth and Doctor Jansen 10667 : 14 : 03 
From the B^p of Sarum - - 0500:00:00 

From D'Lambe - - - 0100 : 00 : 00 

From S' W"BottelerbySirXpofer Hatton 0200 : 00 : 00 
From the Towne of Nottingham - 0500 : 00 : 00 
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From the Lord Ruthin - - 0100:00:00 

From Alderman Walley - - 0300:00:00 

FromM'Mostyn - - 0140:00:00 

From the Deane of Chester's man - 0050:00:00 

From M' Penruddock - - 0160:00:00 

From M' Porter - - 0040:00:00 

From S' John Byron - - - 0670:00:00 

From his Majestie's owne hands - 0105 : 00 : 00 

Amounting in all to 18650:14:03 

Which monies were received by my Master before I 
came to his Service. And I doe verily thinke that nei- 
ther my said Master^ nor any other by his allowance or 
appointment^ did receive for his Majestie's use within the 
time before mentioned^ anie other Summes of monie 
than what are particularly herein acknowledged and 
declared; only that M' Cadwallader Jones about the 
23d of October, being three dayes before the determina- 
tion of this Accompt, did receive out of the Exchequer 
for my Master (who was newly made Treasurer at 
Warre) upon a Privy Scale for jg 100,000. the Sume 
^2500. which is charged in my Master's Accompt as 
Treasurer at Warrs. And further I doe depose, that the 
particular Payments and Disbursements, conteyned in 
Nine leaves and a half now shewed unto me, are also 
my owne hand writing, and were all paid and issued 
through my hands, or to my knowledge* And are justlie 
and truly set downe ; except only the particulars heere- 
after expressed, viz. 
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To M' Leviston - _ . . 4800:00:00 

To S* Edward Stradling - - 1034:08:00 

ToM'Lanion . _ . 0150:00:00 

To S' Ralph Button - - - 0500:00:00 

ToM'Slingsby - . . . 0020:00:00 

To the Earle of Cumberland - - 0100:00:00 

To David Alexander - - - 0010:00:00 

To the Lord Willoughby - - 0100:00:00 

TotheEarleofLindsey - - 0600:00:00 

To S' W" Pennyman - - 0400:00:00 

For charges to Cambridge - - 0026 : 00 : 00 

For 3 Horses and furniture - - 0033 : 00 : 00 

To Do' Chaworth - . _ 0109:00:00 

ToM'Pooly .... 0060:00 rOO 

To one y* was sent to Paul-head - 0200 : 00 : 00 

To S' W" Vuedale ... 6000:00:00 

To S' John Pennington . - 0372:06:00 

To S' Thomas Gower - - 0500 : 00 : 00 

To W Murray and Tho. Killigrew 0100 : 00 : 00 
To the Comptroller of his Majestie's house 0400 : 00 : 00 

To the Lord Falkland - - 0100:00:00 

To Herbert Price - - - . 0200:00:00 

To La Roche . . _ . 0080:00:00 

To Moyle and Haughter - - 0060:00:00 

To M' John Freckeuille . . 0800:00:00 

To two Dutch Engmeers . - 0040:00:00 

To Captaine Ellis ... 0020:00:00 

To CoUonell Gerrard - - - 0500:00:00 

For Carriages to Nottingham - - 0017:00:00 
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To CoUoneU Shelley - - - 0010:00:00 

To a Messenger .... 0005:00:00 

For Carriage from WeUington - 0003 : 00 : 00 

TotheEarleofDarby - - - 0140:00:00 

To S' Thomas Aston - - - 0150:00:00 

To M' Bridgeman - - - 0200:00:00 

To one injur'd by Soldiers - - 0001 : 00 : 00 

ToS'JohnHaydon - - - 0500:00:00 

To the Duke of Richmond - - 0020:00:00 

To the Lord Ethrick - . - 0160:00:00 

To Edward Carvill - - - 0010 : 00 : 00 

To S' Edw. Pitton - - - 0105:00:00 



Amounting in all to 18635 : 14 : 00 

Which Monies were disbursed by my Master before I 
tooke Charge of his business ; but I doe in my Consci- 
ence beleeve they are likewise true; for that I have 
scene the particular Vouchers for most part of them. 



lurat primo die August supradict 
Coram nob: 



JOHN BROWNE. 



»COTTINGTON. 

aRICHAKD LANE. sRIC: WESTON. 

*ORJL: BBIDGEMAN. 



> Lord High Treasurer. > Chief Baron of the Exchequer. 

» Baron of the Exchequer 1641. * Attorney of the Court of Waids. 
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Memorandum. That John Ashbumham^ Esq. came 
before Us this 29th day of August in the yeare of our 
Lord God 1645, and in the xxjst yeare of the Reigne of 
our Soveraigne Lord King Charles by virtue of his Ma- 
jestie's Commission under the Great Seale of England 
bearing date at Oxford the xxth of July last to us and 
others directed and made Oath as foUoweth ; viz. 

I John Ashbumham doe depose that this booke of 
Accompt conteyning Six Leaves and a half of Receipts 
and nine Leaves and a half of Disbursements (each leafe 
signed by his Majestic) is a just and true accompt to the 
best of my knowledge. And I doe verily beleeve that all 
and every the Summes of mony therein expressed to be 
received or disbursed are truly and justly set downe and 
declared. And further that I know not of any other Sum 
or Sums of mony received by me, or by any other person 
or persons by my directions or appoyntment for his Ma- 
jestie's use betweene the first of April 1642, and the 
26th of October 1643, being the whole time of this Ac- 
compt, save what are herein really acknowledged (except 
only the 2500/. in the precedent affidavit mentioned) to 
be received by this Deponent out of the Exchequer upon 
his Majestie's Privy Seale of 100,000/. as Treasurer at 

JOHN ASHBURNHAM. 
lurat 29^ die August! coram nob. 1645. 

COTTINGTON. RIC: WESTON. 

RICHARD LANE. 

ORL: BRIDGEMAN. *THO: GARDINER. 

* Solicitor General. 
VOL. II. f 
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The following extracts from the Ledger for the year 
1643 will shew of what regiments the King*s army con- 
sisted at that time^ and the names of their respective 
colonels ; which information^ it is presumed, may be to 
some readers not wholly uninteresting. 

The King's Life Guard! 
The Queen's Life Guard. 
The Lord General's Regiment. 
Colonel Aston's Regiment. 
The Earl Rivers' Regiment. 
Colonel Blagg's Regiment. 
The Earl of Northampton's Regiment. 
Colonel Villiers' Regiment. 
Colonel Tilseley's Regiment. 
Sir Gilbert Gerrard's Regiment. 
Colonel Charles Gerrard's Regiment. 
Colonel Richard Herbert's Regiment. 
Colonel Godfrey's Regiment. 
Sir Louis Dives's Regiment. 
The Lord Percy's Regiment. 
Colonel Pinchbeck's Regiment. 
The Train of Artillery. 
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III. 

Stat. 10. Hen. VII. 
Chap. iv. 

An Act that no Parliament be holden in this 
Land until the Acts be certified into England. 
Rot. Pari. cap. 9. 

Item^ at the request of the commons of the 
land of Ireland^ be it ordained^ enacted and esta- 
blished^ That at the next Parliament that there 
shall be holden by the King's commandment and 
licence, wherein amongst other, the King's grace no Pariia- 
entendeth to have a general resumption of his be held in 

Ireland^ 

whole revenues sith the last day of the reign of 'tai the 

lieutenant 

King Edward the second, no Parliament be holden ^«j^ 
hereafter in the said land, but at such season as^^^^^ 
the King's lieutenant and counsaile there first dog^*^^*^ 
certifie the King, under the great seal of thatdom ^i 
land, the causes and considerations, and all such the kind's 

licence in 

acts as them seemeth should pass in the same affirmation 

* thereof. 

Parliament, and such causes, considerations, and ^^ ^ 

summon 

acts affirmed by the King and his counsail to be^^jj^^^^^ 
good and expedient for that land, and his licence ^^J^^ 
thereupon, as well in affirmation of the said causes Sf^i^a. 
and acts, as to summon the said Parliament under ph.&M.4. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Xliv APPENDIX. 

his great seal of England had and obtained ; that 
done, a Parliament to be had and holden after 
the form and effect afore rehearsed : and if any 

AnyParlia* 

ment held Parliament be holden in that land hereafter, con- 
contrary 
void. trary tQ the form and provision aforesaid, it be 

deemed void and of none effect in law. Ir. Stat. 

28 Hen. viii. 4 and 20. ii. Eliz. 1 and 8. 



Statu. Eliz. Sess.3. 

Chap. viii. 

An Act that there be no Bill certified into Eng- 
land, for the Repeal or Suspending of the Statute, 
past in Poynings Time, before the same Bill be 
first agreed on, in a Session of a Parliament holden 
in this Realm, by the greater Number of the 
Lords and Commons. Rot. Pari. cap. 18. 

Where upon experiment of the right honoura- 
ble Sir Henry Sidney, knight of the noble order 
of the garter, lord president of Wales, and lord 
deputie of this your Majestie's realm of Ireland, 
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his great travail and care for the advaincemeht of 
the glory of God, your Majestie's honour, and the 
utilitie of the commonwealth of this your High- 
nesse realm, and an undoubted hope, that his 

^ Poyninga 

lordship would not seeke the passing of any act, ^*»*- ^®- 
but such as should tend to the furtherance of your ^°^^. 
Majestie's service, and benefite of your Highnesse ii^fz. i. 

realm. Wee your Majestie's subjects assembled from expe- 
riment off 

in Parliament, assented to the repeal of a statute, and confi- 
dence in sir 

passed before Sir Edward Poynings, lord deputie h. Sidney, 

of Ireland, — ^prohibiting eyther any Parliament toP^*y^^^^** 
be summoned, or any act to be treated of in^^^"^*** 
Parliament, before the acts were certified under ^chM 
the great seal of this your Majestie*s realm, and benefit of 
returned hither under the broad seal of England; and realm, 
before which statute, when libertie was given to as before 

that Stat. 

the govemours under your Majestie's progenitors, when go- 

yernours 

to call Parliament at their pleasure, acts passed i»ad ii»>erty 

'^ ^ r to call Par- 

as well to the dishonour of the Prince, as to the^f™^"*** 

' pleasure, 

hinderance of their subjects, the remembrance ^^^^^^Jf 
whereof would indeed have stayed us from condi-prlnc^^and 
scending to the repeal of the said statute, were itdrancT of 

_ _ ^ -Rir • ' . » 1 thesubject. 

not that the government of your Majestic s depu- 
tie, hath been alway, and continueth such as to all 
your Highnesse subjects, giveth just cause to 
reckon what proceedeth through his motion to 
your Highnesse, to be ment onely for the honour 
of your Majestic, and the common benefit of this 
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your realm^ and therefore as we mought safely^ so 

did we willingly agree to the repeal of the said 

statute ; but most gracious Soveraign^ fearing that 

Least go- some govemours hereafter should hap not to make 

yenM>im 

hereafter auswere uuto the expectation of your Majestie^ or 
foUow ex- your Highucsse heyres and successours^ by whom 
^^'^j^*^"hee should be appointed govemour, and not fol- 
"i^l^^jf*®" lowing the example of your Highness deputy, at 
s^^Ib^ these presents, will upon affection, or some other 
liwty.*^ regqpect, abuse the like libertie given him. Wee 
your Majestie's subjects now assembled in Parlia- 
ment, do most humbly beseech your Highness^ 
that it may please the same, that it may be en- 
acted. And be it enacted, ordained and estar 
blished, by your Majestic, with the assent of the 
lords spirituall and temporall, and the commons 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Hereafter authoritic of the samc. That hereafter in the 

no bill 

^^J^^®^ ^government of any other deputie or govemour, of 
fo^repeai ^^ V^^^ Majcstic's realm, there be no bill certi- 
^'po:^^"fifid into England for the repeal, or suspending of 
Q^ei^ first the said statute, passed when Sir Edward Poyn- 
bya majo-ings was lord deputie of Ireland, before the same 

rityofeach 

House of bill be first agreed on, in a session of Parliament 

Parlia- . . 

ment. f^Q \^^ holdcu withiu this realm, by the more 

number of the lords assembled in parliament, and 

Any act t^g greater number of the common house. And if 

passed, or ^ 

tobepasscdjjjgj.^ be that any act passed or to be passed 
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thereupon^ touching the repeal, or suspending of Aereupon, 
the said statute, passed in Sir Edward Poynings ^^l^^ 
government, to be utterly void, and of no effect, ^^||gj 
to all purposes and intents. ^ row. 
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I 

IV. 

Commissary General Ireton to Colonel Hammond. 

Dear Robin^ 
Thou wilt receive herewith a letter from the 
general^ by which thou wilt see what teademess 
there is here towards thee. I shall not at this 
distance undertake a dispute concerning our 
ground or proceedings; but leave thee for the 
one to our remonstrance ; for the other to farther 
tryal of us. I shall only, in the love of a friend 
and brother, speak a word or two to that, which 
I find the ground of thy scruples, against what 
hath been from hence desired, or rather of thy 
declared resolution .to the contrary. 

Thou lookest on thyself as a servant under 
trust; and so both iti honour and conscience 
obliged to discharge that faithfully. And thus 
far thou art in the right. But the only measure 
of 'that discharge thou takest to be the mere 
formal observance of commands ; and those car- 
rying but that name of power, from which thou 
apprehendest it was committed to thee. As to 
the first part, the faithful discharge of the trust, 
the Lord forbid, that I should tempt thee from it. 
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£^, I wiU olivg^ (9ki»4 <^hallwge it «t tbf^w^ 
thut, iitslih.edl failMiilniQss and iSEDglooessiOf heart, 
as before the Lord, thou perform thy trsi^ tp 
those persons^ hy M^ioan, and to thoise pubjybc ^m^ 
fttd iiiteDeats^ for which it was committed to 
thee. 

Btit for (these tla^s^ I ^hall appeal !to the wit- 
ifM3B6 of fGod in ttiy conscieiice, as £ottows : 

1. JRor the pei^oiis tfustiag',, wh^either thpu dii^ 
see^i^e thy ipresei^t pia^e from the affections 4pr 
tmst of the fiH*mal partkimieiit oialy, evjW ais thei;! 
it $t€)toda or whether 9f the gesi^sdi or army? 
Afidiwhertber^ «o fe.r as thou seemest to hav^ ik^ 
foi'mality^foy way of eoBfirmation from the parli»- 
ment^ it were £pom any affection or tt^st of th«t 
•sort or generation of men, which now/tinraugh 
^eeident, bear t&e Bway and name? or Tfibother 
from tbem^ whose jndgement and aie(N;ioQS w^ 
most opposite to the presisQtt proceedings there? 

2. For the ends, whether thou reoeivedst thy 
trust in order to the a^ds nowicarried on by the 
prevailing party there? or whether, in confidence 
of thy faithfulness, to some other higher and more 
public ends? Whether for the king's, and the 
present prevailing faction's ; or for the public 
intevest, and the generality of honest men, that 
have engaged for the same ? Upon the ani^wer of 
^y oonsoienoe in these,.! pr<opound ilBirther; in 

VOL. II. g 
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^ase such persons, as neither did, nor wonld have 
<^ommitted any such trust unto thee, but only 
gaining since the name of that power, from which 
thou hadst the formal compliment of the trust, 
^ahd yet but partly that, shall require things de- 
structive to, or not for the best advantage of, 
-those public ends, for which really thou receivedst 
thy trust, and at the same time those, from whose 
affection and confidence in thee thou hadst the 
matter of thy power and trust, shall desire and 
expect from thee other things necessary for the ' 
security, or but really for better advantage, of 
those public ends, for which thou wert trusted, 
and for the common benefit and interest of that 
people, for which all pretend their employments 
and interest, in this case, I say, I shall appeal far- 
ther to thy conscience, or but ingenuity, to deter- 
mine, to which of these several persons, and 
according to which commands and expectations, 
thou art to exhibit and approve thy faithfulness in 
the trust : and whether part to observe and follow 
is the more real and substantial performance 
before God, and reasonable men. 

I shall not press upon thee, but thus plainly lay 
the case before thee; only desiring thee not to 
slight it, but seriously weigh it, as thou tenderest 
the approving thyself to God and his people. 
And, I hope, he will not give thee up to such de- 
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lusioD^ as to follow an air of honour, and m«re 
form or shadow of faithfulness, to the rejection or 
neglect of that, which is the reality and substance 
of both, as surely thou wouldst, if in the present 
case thou shouldst neither do the thing expected 
thyself, nor leave it to any other. Dear Robin, 
I will yet hope God hath better endued thee 
with truth and judgement in the inner parts, and 
more sense of his righteous judgements appearing 
abroad in this age and nation. So I leave thee to 
bis gracious guidance; and the weight of what I 
have writ, lying not in authority to indemnify 
thee, but reason to lead thee. I shall not need to 
^subscribe other name than, what I must desire to 
be known by unto thee. 

Thy most dearly 

Affectionate and fiedthful 
ijov. sad, 1048. Friend to serve thee. 

For my dear Friend Col. Hammond^ 
Governor of the Isle of Wight. 



Oliver Cromwell to Colonel Hammond. 

Dear Robin, Nov. 26, i64a. 

Ko man rejoyceth more to see a line from thee, 
than myself- I know thou hast long been under 
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^yal. Ihmi sfarit be bo^ fa>8Br b)t k^^ AH mast 
Wovk for the best. Tbcfiii deAtest t^ heav of m/f 
«]&peri^€di;* 1 1&» tdi thje«^ I am sucdi a oae^ as 
tksfm didatfcoritierly fanow^ bavhig a body #€ sin 
ami death; but^ I tbank Gody tbriougbi J«n 
Chritff oiiF,Lord^thereianocondeniiata>n/tfa«Mr^ 
iMiicb infirmity^ and I #ah Iot tile redemf^tma; 
aod in thss puior Condition i obtiiw mei^^y susd 
§weet ccmsolatioiK througb- iht $/pitk i ffittd ftid 
abundant cause every day t« esalt the Lovd^rH^ 
aba^ fiesb^ And h^vtm I barre aome meMisr • 

As to 6iitl(r£u*d dii^nsatioiis^ if we may fiof call 
then i tre bare not been witbasfl ew* gba4fe ef 
befadldfaig some remarkable pmvidetloes and up^ 
pearances of the Lord. Hifit preeenee haitfa beM 
amongst us^ and by the light ef his countenance 
we have prevailed^ We are sure, the good will of 
>iaii who dwelt in the bush, has shinedufiMiuA; 
and we can humbly say, we know in whom we 
have believed, who is able, and will perfect wbat 
r^maineth, and us also in doing what is well 
pleasing in his eye-sigbt* 

Because I find some trouble in your spirit, 
occasioned first, not only by the continuance of 
your sad and heavy burthen, as you call it, upon 
ye«i; but by the dissatisfaction you tak« at the 
ways ef Bomd good meoip wh^m you love with 
y^^ur heart, wb6 through this principle, that it is 
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hMfial for a fcsaer part (if in &e ri^) to 

To the finrt ; Cail not your burtfaea sad nor 
ltMr?y. If youir hther laid it upon yom ; be in- 
t€fid€d n^h». He is the fotter of Bghts^ from 
Wb^m corned evefy good and perfect gtfk ; wfaa of 
Mt^ Qpmi will begot us^ and bad ua count it sdl joy 
wfcen B^ch things befall usj they being for Ae 
cfxei^ise of foUh and patienee^ whereby in the 
end (James 1*) we shall be made perfect. 

Dear Robin^ our fleshly reasonings ensiiare us. 
Ilves^ make ug say-^ heavyy sac^ pleasai«t^ easy: 
Wm not there a Httle of this^ when Rob. H«n* 
mond^ through d^s^tisfoction too^ demred retire^ 
ttent from the anny^ and ^onght o# qiiiot m tiio 
Isle of Wight. Did' not God find hini out theie? 
I bdBef e he will never" forget tfaMt— And noiw I 
peroeive, he is to seek again^ partly through his 
Had and heavy borthen^ and piutly tinrongh dissa^ 
Itefoction with fiiends'^ actings. Dear Robin^ thon 
and I were nev^r worthy to be doorkeepers in 
this service. If thon wilt seek^ seek to know the 
mind of 6od in all that chain of providence, 
wherdtiy God brought thee tluther^ and that 
PwBon to thee : how bef<ni& and since God lias 
ordered him, and affairs concerning him. And 
then tell me^ whether tliere be not some glorious 
and high meuong in all this^ above what thou 
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bast yet attained. And laying aside thy fleshljr 
reason^ seek of the Lord to teach thee what that 
is ; and he will do it. I dare he positive to say ; 
it is not^ that the wicked should be exalted^ that 
God should so appear^ as indeed be hath done. 
For there is no peace to them : na, it is set upon 
the hearts of such as fear the Lord, and we have 
witness upon witness^ that it shall go ill with 
them^ and their partakers. I say again^ seek that 
spirit to teach thee; which is the spirit of know- 
ledge and understandings the spirit of counsel and 
mighty of wisdom and of the fear of the Lord. 
That spirit will close thine eyes, and stop thine 
ears, so that thou shalt not judge by them ; but 
thou shalt judge for the meek of the earth, and 
thou shalt be made able to do accordingly. The 
Lord direct thee to that, which is well pleasing in 
his eye-sight. As to thy dissatisfactions with 
friends' actings upon that supposed principle, I 
wonder not at that. If a man take not his ow%i 
burthen well, he shall hardly others ; especially if 
involved by so near a relation of love and chris-^ 
tian brotlierhood, as thou art. I shall not tak^ 
upon me to satisfy; but I hold myself bound to 
lay my thoughts before so dear a friend. The. 
Lord do his own will. 

You say; ^^ God hath appointed authorities 
'^ among the nations, to which active or passive 
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^'"Obedience id to be yielded. This resides in 
^ England in the parliament. Therefore active 
^^or passive^ &c.'' Authorities and powers are 
the ordmance of God. This or that species is of 
human institution^ and limited^ some with larger^ 
others Mdth stricter bands, each one according to 
its constitution. — ^I do not therefore think, the au- 
4liorities may do any thing, and yet such obedi- 
ence due ; but all agree, there are cases, in which 
it is lawful to resist. If so, your ground fails, and 
so likewise the inference. Indeed, dear Robin, 
not to multiply words, the query is, whether ours 
be such a case? This ing^iuously is the true 
question. To this I shall say nothing, though I 
could say very much ; but only desire thee to see 
what thou findest in thy own heart as to two or 
three plain considerations : First, Whether Salus 
Populi be a sound position ? Secondly, Whether 
in the way in hand, really and before the Lord, 
before whom conscience must stand, this be pro- 
vided for ; or the whole fruit of the war like to be 
frustrated, and all most like to turn to what it 
was, and worse. And this contrary to eUgage- 
knents, declarations, implicit covenants with those, 
who ventured their lives upon those covenants 
and engagements, without whom perhaps, in 
equity, relaxation ought not to be. Thirdly, 
Whether this army be not a lawful power, called 
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i>y Obd to appose imd fight against the king «ipoii 
some stated ^raunds; and being in po\v«r totsoch 
mds^ may not oppose one name of Autboditytfor 
idiese ends as well as another? die onlafard wor 
Aoriky, that called them, oot by tiieir pcnioef 
»^ung the qMirnel lawM ; but k hmtg bo m 
itself- If so, — ^it may be, acting will be justified 
4n foro hmnano. But truly these kind of teBBm^ 
ings may be but fleshly, either with or ^a^aiEiftt; 
0nly it: is good toiiry what trui& may be in them. 
And JtSie JLord tesich us. 

My dear friend, let «s look Into proi/adenoes ; 
fwrely ^ i^ey mEean isonewlmt. They hang so toge- 
thw — ^have been so constant so clear and 4m- 
cloiided. — MaUoe, swoFn mg^oe against Ood's 
-pettple, now called Saints, to root out their name. 
And yet tkey by providence Jhaving arms ; and 
l^erein blessed with d^enee, and mope. 

il 4esk*e, be, that is for a principle of suffering, 
would tiot too much slight this. I slight ^iKit 
him, who is so minded ; but let us beware, lest 
Hei^ly reasoning see more safety in making use of 
^e priudple, than in acting. Who acts, and re- 
,8ohres not through God to be willing to part with 
all ? Our hearts are very deceitful on the right 
and on the left. What think fou of providence 
disposing the heai1;s of so many jof God's peo^ 
this way, especially in this poor army, wherein 
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the groat God haft vouchsafed to appear. I kpow 
not one officer amongst ns, but is on the inereas* 
ing hand : and let me say^ it is here in the Nortii> 
after much patience^ we trust the same Lord^ who 
hath framed our minds in our actings^ is with us 
in this also. And this^ contrary to a natural 
tendency^ and to those comforts^ our hearts could 
wish to enjoy with others. And the difficulties 
probably to be encountred with^ and enemies^ not 
few, even all, that is glorious in this world, with 
appearance of united names, titles, and authori- 
ties^ and yet not terrified, only desiring to fear 
our great God, that we do nothing against his 
will. Truly this is our condition. 

And, to conclude, we in this northern army 
w^are in a waiting posture, desiring to see what 
the Iiord would lead us to. And a declaration is 
put out, at which many are shaken; although we 
could perhaps have wished the stay of it, till after 
the treaty : yet, seeing it is come out, we trust to 
rejoyce in the will of the Lord, waiting his forther 
pleasure. Dear Robin, beware of men, look up 
to the Lord, Let him be free to speak, and com-^ 
mand in thy heart. Take heed of the things, I 
fear thou hast reasoned thyself into ) and thou 
Shalt be able through him, without consulting 
flesh and blood to do valiantly for him and for 

VOL. II. h 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ivui APPENDIX. 

his people. Thou mentionest somewhat^ as if by 
acting against such opposition^ as is like to be, 
there will be a tempting of God. Dear Robin, 
tempting of God ordinarily is either by acting 
presumptuously in carnal confidence, or in unbe- 
lief through diffidence : both these ways Israel 
tempted God in the wilderness, and he waA 
grieved with them. The encountring difficulties 
therefore makes us not to tempt God ; but acting 
before, and without faith. If the Lord have in 
any measure persuaded his people, as generally he 
hath, of the lawfulness, nay of the duty ; this 
persuasion prevailing upon the heart is faith^ and 
acting thereupon is acting in faith, and the more 
the difficulties ai'e^ the more faith. And it is 
most sweety that he, that is not persuaded, have 
patience towards them that are, and judge not ; 
and this will free thee from the trouble of others 
actings ; which, thou sayest, adds to thy grief. 
Only let me offer two or three things^ and I have 
done. 

Doest thou not think, that fear of the Levellers 
(of whom there is no fear) that they would de- 
stroy nobility, had caused some to rake up cor- 
ruption, to find it lawful to make this ruining 
hypocritical agreement (on one part). Hath not 
this biassed even some good men? I will not 
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say, their fear will come upon them 5 but if it doi 
they will themselves bring it upon themselyes* 
Have not some of our friends by their passive 
principle (which I judge not, only I think it 
liable to temptation as well as the active ; and 
neither good, but as we are led into them by 
God — ^neither to be reasoned into, because the 
heart is deceitful) been occasioned to overlook 
what is just and honest ; and think the people of 
God may have as much, or more good the one 
way, than the other. Good by this man ! against 
whom the Lord hath witnessed ; and whom thou 
knowest. Is this so in their hearts, or is it rea- 
soned, forced in ? — Robin, I have done. Ask we 
our hearts, whether we think, that, after all these 
dispensations, the like to which numy genera- 
tions cannot afford, should end in so corrupt 
reasonings of good men ; and should so hit the 
designings of bad ? Thinkest thou in thy heart, 
that the glorious dispensations of God point out 
to this, or to teach his people to trust in him, 
and to wait for better things, when, it may be, 
better are sealed to many of their spirits ? And 
as a poor looker on, I had rather live in the hope 
of that spirit, and take my share with them, 
expecting a good issue, than be led away with 
the other. This trouble I have been at, because 
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my iottl loves thee j aitd I would not liave thee 
swerve, nor lose any glorions opportunity the 
Lord puts into thy hand. The Lord be tiby 
^oundeHor. I>ear Robin, 

I rest thine, 

O. Cromwell. 

Nov. 25th, 1648. 
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Supplementary Evidences, obtained from the 
earlofClarendoris own authority, in confirmation 
and illustration of certain facts, arguments, and 
inferences, advanced in the first part of a Vindi- 
cation of John Ashbumham*s character. 

At page 67 of the first volume of this work is 
inserted an extract from lord Clarendon's History, 
for the purpose of shemng that the title of kifig'i 
marhet^man, lioweVer facetiously, is not mbre 
appropriately bestowed by the noble Historian on 
J. Ashbumham, than it might be on others, said 
to be instrom^tal in the sale of peerages: land 
that the charge, or suspicion of hi^ having de-^ 
fttiuded his majesty, to the amount of fivie hun- 
dred pounds, of the purchase-money is not better 
warranted than the same would bb against some 
persons similarly engaged in a transabtidn related 
by lord Clarendon, but without naitiing; the parr 
ties to it. 

In order to bring back to the reader's recollec- 
tion the aforesaid extract it may suffice hwc 
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briefly to state that — " A young gentleman of 
^^ great expectation and of excellent parts^ a 
^^ member of the house of commons^ who had 
" behaved himself there very well, intimate to a 
^^ friend of his that, if his father might be made a^ 
" baron, he did believe that he might be pre- 
^^ vailed with to present his majesty with a good 
^^ sum of money. It was proposed to the king ; 
^^ who had no mind to embrace the proposition. 
^^ . . . . However afterwards his majesty was pre- 
^^ vailed with to resume the overture, and in a 
'^ few days it was perfected, and the gentleman 
'^ presented the sum of six thousand pounds to 
*^ his majesty .** — [This relation is here abridged, 
but in the original words.] 

At the close of the comment on the above pas- 
sage, transcribed at length in the Vindication, a 
surmise is intimated, (for reasons then assigned,) 
that the friend of this young gentleman might very 
possibly have been the chancellor himself. It was 
not till six years after the conjecture thus hazarded 
had been committed to writing; and till as many 
months after the volume, in which it appears, had 
been printed, that the Author had the satisfacti<m 
accidentally to discover, while opening the leaves 
of the third volume of the History of the Rebellion, 
page 257, according to the last Oxford edition, that 
in the original nianuscript of the noble Historian 
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the names of all the parties concerned had been 
given at length : though suppressed in former 
editions. . It there appears that *^ the gentleman, 
*^ living within four or five miles of Shrewsbury," 
who bought the peerage was *^ one sir Richard 
*^ Newport :* that " his eldest son," who intimated 
to " ei friend of his^ that his father might be pre- 
*^ vailed with to pay" so liberally for it, was 
"Francis Newport:" and that the ^^ friend of 
" his^ who in the performance of this drama had 
been prevailed with to " play lord Pandarus of 
" Phrygia," was no other than, ** Mr. Hyde !" 

The barony of Newport of Ercall was created 
in the year 1642 : that of Lucas of Shenfield not 
till 1645. Hence it is manifest that Mr. Hyde 
had been employed as his majesty's broker for 
the sale of one peerage at least long before 
J. Ashbumham was named the '^ king's market- 
man" for the same commodity. And hence it is 
further manifest, that the " mortification, which 
" the chancellor had undergone during his short 
" abode at Bi-istol," where his " office was invaded 
" by a groom of the bed-chamber," was not the 
only one of the kind, which he had reason to 
" take very heavily." 
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(2.) 



The following Letters have been extracted from 

^^ State Papers 

" collected by 

*^ Edward Earl of Clarendon 

" commencing from the year 1621. 

" Containing the Materials from which 

^' his History of the great Rebellion 

^^ was composed, 

^^ and the Authorities 

" on which the Truth of his Relation 

^^ is founded. 

These State Papers comprized in three volumes in 

folio were printed at the Clarendon press, Oxford ; 

in the years 1767-73 and 86. 



His Majesty to the lords Jermyn and Culpeper, 
and Mr. John Ashburoham> coucemiug the 
London propositions. 

[This is one of nine letters bearing the above 
superscription, which, with several others to and 
from the queen, are thus described in a note 
affixed to that of the earliest date (July 22d, 1646) 
— " All the Letters in this Collection to, and from 
" the King, while he was at Newcastle, are put 
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'^ together; many of them being pasted in a book 
^^ by themselves with this title prefixed in his (the 
*^ king's) own hand :— ^ Cerfaine letters to and from 
^^ ^ finance concerning the London Propositions, sent 
" ^ to me to Newcastle; hut more particularly about 
" * the Covenant and Presbiieriall Governments^ 

The last letter is dated January 2, 1647, and 
addressed to the queen. In it he tells her that 
he is now declared to be, — ^what he has really 
been, since he first came to the Scotch army^ — a 
prisoner : that it is now clear that their demands 
concerning religion are as destructive to his 
crown, as to his conscience : and that, if there be 
the least imagination that 364 (the prince of 
Wales) will grant more, he (the king) shall not 
live long aften He concludes : " This is not my 
^^ opinion alone : the French Ambassador and 
" Montreuil fully concur with me in it." — ^It was 
on the 30th of the same month that he was deli- 
vered up to the English commissioners.] 



Newcastell, Srd Oct 164& 

This letter will need a preamble; for othenms, 
what I shall wryte may be easily mistaken. 
Wherfor know and be asseured, that I am so well 
satisfied of the loyallty, fidelity and affection of 
you thre^ to my crowne, cause^ and person, as 
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whatl slMtll my hearaifitor is witiamit att]i d^^- 
ment to tkis nxf parofe98i<» ; in whieh if ji&a "wme 
not ftrme^ I sbonld not tiiink yon wiRrtby of this 

A. ensennaiff fr^idottie^ / meane teia c^ ysm; for I 
camMKt. ite j'uitice dMMkm 389. \Aabhmi^Mm)^oS an 
error^ wheroC t f jmd bin (by yMir oiven cenfes- 
sions), iniioQant. For the chyding ^art does not 
concenie kloi, thouglt I thiftka not filt ta siiigle 
himi by my htter. Nor will you two (if yoi¥ bee 
so-good men as^ I take yo» to be) beare tke lesa 
frenddiip to him, lecause Ms conscience discenis 
ntxtfrom mf^ne^ 

B. I fefuid Bavesaut's instructions^ to be such 
both for matter and circumstance^ that my just 
gveife for tlMni had been nnsupportable^ but Aat 
the extiaordinary and severall kynde expresnons 
of myr Wyfe (meeting casually at that time) 
Abated the sharjmess: of my^ sorrow; For I fyade 
myself eottdemned l^y^ all my best ft^nds of such 
a high distnictife and uahardi of kinde of willfolr- 
ness, that I am thought to stand single in my opi- 
nion, and to be ignorant of both my maine foun- 
dbsdons, tb wttt, conscience, and pollicy. But 
QMMrt? £ tte cailttd< sitagle^ because some ane flrighted 
out of> othepse dares n^ot avow, their opinions } 
haii what oamses mo to bo condomtted; b«t those 
who dther tabes ooursge and OMraU^honestgrfer 
OfNisciencQ, or tiioso wha were newr rigblfy 
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gTDHnded ia Adigkin Boccirdiiif to tdie Cbnvob ^ c. 
£nglaDd ? As for the two ^uef^es and C$^rd. I 
«bouM blame them> if they did not |pi¥e lOut 49Qiir 
tence against me ; veoiiSMieriDg the false JSKfioma!- 
tion of tho6e>^ho rbelive themselfes to h% but are 
not, true fia^g. Protestants^ nor does understand 
the inseperable miseheefe which the Prespjyterian] 
doctrine ibrings along with it to that Kii^dom 
whersoever they arc setled, Whc^rfor instruct 
yourselfes better^ recnul^ and undeoeaxr^ ^ose 
whom ye haue misinformed ; for belive me there 
is neede, and such as I thinke not fitt particu- 
larly to e3q)ress. Only one particular I Jiust 
mention^ wherwith Davenant hath tbr^eataed me,; 
winch is 351 [the QueenJ retyring from all buiSi- I>. 
nesses into a monaster^y, Iliis if it fall oH, 
(which God forbid) is so destrnctife to aU my 
affaires — I say no more of it ; my hart is too higg; 
the rest being £tter rfor yotir thoughts then my 
expression. In another w^y I, h^ve m0nti«ii6d 
this to 351 (my gri^eie being the only t^ing^J 
desyre to conceale from her^ with w^ich i am l»s 
full now as I can be without burstiQg)X fcomtnond- 
ing you to remember her^ to ^mv^rme^w^d liielpe 
to comoeall my sorrow from her w /flitd^ as flpwy 
bee ; which will be^soifne ease to ;H> tlwt of l|sQl|e 
.i$ so great as were not to be borae but iw the 
^;great cordiall of her dayly expres^ioiis af )s;yn€biets 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ixviii APKNDIX. 

to me, and that this way I fynde some vent for 
it. I conclude with this true saying ; that nether 
anger nor greefe shall make me forgett my 
freAdship to you. So farewell. 

TTiis day I receaved from my Wyfe and you 
two dispaches ; to which I cannot answer untill 
my next. 

*^ A rough draught by himself, endorsed by 
'' him" (the king) ; * To L. Jer. L. Cul. and J. A. 
« ' 3 Oct. by London— to be kept.* ** 



I canmot injustice condeni \^Ashhurnharn\ of an 
errcr^ wherof I fynd him (hy your owen confes- 
sions) innocent^ It is hoped that in the couriSe 
of the preceding Vindication attempts have been 
made, neither irrelevantly, presumptuously nor 
unsuccessfully to entitle John Ashbumham at 
least to the credit of consistency in his principles, 
professions, and actions. It is now farther hoped, 
with a view to ensure to him this advantage, that 
the notice of some additional evidences may be 
here indulgently and patiently tolerated. 

The terms in which he is in this paragraph 
mentioned by the king accord well with the tone 
of his own (afterwards intercepted) letter, ad- 
dressed to his royal master, some few months 
later, from the Hague. There, as the reader has 
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seen^ having begun with exhorting his sovereign 
^^ to look stedfastly upon religion and honor for 
" support," he ends thus : — ^^ If your majesty 
" make laws to strengthen their usurped power, 
" or part with the church lands, there can be no 
^* hope to restore you ; and your posterity will be 
" for ever lost." 

It may be said, — and, as a possible case, must 
be admitted, — that the consistency here proved, if 
indeed there be any, is no other than such as may 
be commonly found in " creatui-es of a court :" — 
that the seemingly honest freedom of this admo- 
nitory exhortation is really but an obsequious 
compliance with the king's welUknown senti- 
ments, and indirectly a parasitical admiration of 
royal obstinacy. Recourse must then be had to 
other evidence; which can hardly be rejected, 
and cannot surely be refuted. 

In his last will, made shortly before his death, 
he directs the trustees during the minority of his 
grandson to purchase, as opportunity may occur, 
^^ lands in Sussex near Ashbumham place, which 
" were the lands of his father and his ancestors ; 
" who were blessed with them for so long a con- 
'^ tinuance ; taking particular care that they have 
^* not been the inheritance of the church. And 
*^ charging his heirs and posterity that they never 
" bring a curse upon the rest of the estate by hav- 
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^^ ing the inheritance of the ehutch: fwkiok is 
^^ absolute 'sacrU^e."* 

Few will he the ceadwfi not dis|^sed to smile 

at such sin^plicity. Adfid they are welcotne,-^naiy 

^yea desired^-^o to ootmAe^, aad treat it. For in 

that aim^licity^ espediajily when testified on so 

solemn an occasion^ and at so awAil a moment^ 

will be found the hest proof of sineerity, in those 

professionis^ whidi the lord Berkeley has thus 

saeered at^ w ostentatious^ and hypoomtioaK — 

^^ His Maje^y then ordered me to withdrarw with 

'^ Mr. Ashburaham^ Dr. Sheldon, Dr. Haammoiid, 

^^ afid Mr. Leg, to see how fai* his Majesty had 

^ gone m «a treaty with the Scots. B«t Mr. Aeh- 

^^ bumham refined much upon several expressions 

, *^ of the articles, that conoemed the covenant, 

^^ and church of England, ^ which he was a 

" great professor.'' * (Memoirs xjfSir J. Berkeley*) 

B. I found Detvenanfs mstructions to be such both 

far matter ^4md eircmnstancef that m^just gre^e 

for them had been unsuppcrtMe^ hut that the vx- 

traordmargf and severall kynde expressions ofnq/ 

Wyfe (meeting casually at that time) abated the 

♦ Salmonet^ who (as it has "been fonnerly observed) has 
taimost literaBy tmiiBlated iBerkeley's Memoir^ says >^'' Sfais 
" Ashhurnham rafinoit sur tous les termes, dont on se servoit 
" pour exprimer les choses. Et vouloitfaire paroitre son zik 
" ptner la chose, qtiil appelloH VEglise Anglicane : mais c''£toit 
'' bien St contretemps." 



Digitized by 



Google 



^fumpmt^ of Thjf sjoffirmu^ ** The queea stnt sir 

^^ WiHiam Dnvenant . with a letter of eredil 

^^ to the king .... although her majestj^had like^; 
^^ wise oth^r ways declared^ ker opudaa to, kisi ma^ 
^^Je9fy ikai he should. pa$ft witii the dmrchfor hU 
^^ peme emd security^ ^Hist. of the RebalUoft, 
voL V. p. 411.). 

Andwbo cenises m^ ta be condemned^ but those 
voka either takes oourage and moratt honesty /or 
consdenee^ or those who were never rightfy 
grouDded ia Religioa aeeording to the Ch»rcb of 
Eaglandcl] '' Dav^»iit, wfaen he foimd the king 
^^ unsatisied .... took upon himself the confix 
^' deae^! to oflfer some reasons to the kiag to 
" induce him to yield to what was proposed ; and 
^^ among other things said— it was the advice and 
^' opinion of all his friends : — his majesty asking 
^^ — ^what frienda ? and he answering^^-that it was 
* ^^ the opinion of the lord Jermyn ; the king said, 
^* that the lord Jermyn did not understand any 
^^ tiMhgofthe cAtircr^-^The other said— *tiie lord 
^^ Cotepepper was^ id the same, mind.^^The kias 
«^ saod^Co/epeyiper had no religion'' (Hist. voL v. 

one* partietdasf I nmst. mentiomy wherwiik 

hath threatened me; which is^ Hte 

Queen retj/tring faom all businesses into a numas^ 

tery. This ^ it fall aut^ (which GodJorUd}, 
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&c. ] It can now only be matter for curious spe- 
culation and ingenious conjecture whether the 
lord Jermyn was under equal alarm^ lest the 
queen should retire from all businesses^ and dedi- 
cate the remainder of her life to monastic seclu- 
sion^ mortification and prayer. No symptoms of 
such apprehension transpired in his correspondence 
here given. Yet certain it is, that he was at this 
time little less interested than the king himself in 
her majesty's resolves ; and far more in a way to 
ascertain the real propensities and designs of his 
royal mistress: because (according to lord Cla- 
rendon) he was now not only the ^* queen's chief 
" officer," but also *^ governed all her receipts." 

(3.) 
The Queen to His Majesty. 

Mon cher Coeur, Paris, De. ^. 1646. 

J'ay recue vostre lettre dat6 du 14 No. avec vostre 
response aux Propositions de Liond. qui m'ont 
fort surpris6$ de voir que vous aves accord^ la 
Milice pour 10 Ans entre les mains du Pari, & 
non pas selon que vous nous avians escrit si sou- 
vent; qm estoit, de leur permettre la nomination 
de personnes ; ainsi le pouvoir eut demour^ tons- 
jours entre vos mains ou a cette heure ils Font 
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tout entier. Et par cela aussi vous leur aves 
confirm^ le ParL pour 10 Ans ; qui est autant a 
dire, que nous (ne) verrons jamais une fin a nos 
malheurs. Car tant le ParL durera, vous n'estes 
point Roy, Etpour mot/, Je ne remettray pas le 
pied en Ang. Et avec le biais que vous aves ac- 
cord6 la Milice, vous vous este eoup6 la gorge. 
Car leur ayant doim6 ce pouvoir, vous ne leur 
pouves plus rien refuser, pas meme ma vie sHls vous 
demandent; mais je ne me mettray pas entre 
leur mains. tToserais dire que si vous eussies 
soivi nos Avis, que vois affaires seroient dans un 
autre estat, quHls ne sont. J'espere que vos offres 
(ne) les satisferont pas a Londres; & si nous 
sommes si heureus que cela soit, Je vous conjure 
pour la demiere/ois, de ne plus accorder rien du 
tout. Si vous tenes bon, je vois une apparence 
de retour a nos affaires ; mais absolument, il ne 
faut rien plus accorder que ce que vous aves fait, 
puisqu'il n y & plus moyen de le rapeller. Et s'il 
est encore possible de rapeller la Milice hors des 
mains du Pari. & que ces propositions ne soient 
pas encore parties, ne les pas faire. Mais s'ils le 
sont, & soient refuses, de ne plus hazarder de leur 
donner de cette fa^on, quelque condition que 
vous puissies jamais avoir pour cela. Je vous ay 
ecrit tant defois la dessus, de ne plus rien accorder, 
& insensiblement vous vous engages a le faire. 

VOL. II. k 
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Croyes vous que lors que je vols que vous estes si 
resolu dans Fafiaire d*£vesques^ & si peu dans ce 
qui vous eoneeme et vostre Posterity, que je n'ay 
pas des grandes desespoirs^ apres vous avoir si 
souvent adverti comme j'ay fait^ & que cela ne 
produise rien ? f^oid pour la demiere fais queje 
vous dirai encore, que si vous accordes d*avantage, 
vous estes perdu^ & je ne retoumerai jamais en 
Ang:, maisfirai prier Dieu pour vous. Vous de- 
mandes mou opinion pour TaffiEiire dlrland: Je 
vous en ay escrit desja plusieurs/ois. II ne faut 
point abandonner Irland, si premiereioient vous ne 
voies une paix & advantageuse & asseur^^ mais 
dire la reponse que nous vous avons mand6. 

Je m'estonne que les Irlandois ne se donnent a 
quelque Roy estranger ; vous les y forceres a la 
fin, «e voiants ofFerts en sacrifice. Je me remets a 
L. Jer. 8^ L. Cul. a vous dire d^avantage, &aussi a 
Mons': Bellievre, qui recevera des ordres de France 
tres advantageuses pour vous. Et si vous voules 
estre aussi resolu dans Taffaire de la Milice, que 
vous estes pour les Evesques, j*espere que tout ira 
bien encore. Pour le Covenant, je ne vous puis 
donner conseil de Timposer sur personne. Je crois 
qu'il y a autant de mal de le faire prendre aux 
autres, qu'a soymesme ; & je crois que vous ne le 
pouves prendre sans vous perdre. Soies done 
constant la dedans, comme aussi de ne vous fiera 
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nnl prom^sse que Ton vous puisse faire pour la 
seatet^ de vos Amis^ que par un Acte d'Oblivion. 
Je finis, ayant prise medecine, priante Dieu d6 
vous assister. Adieu mon cher Coeur ! 

'' A copy, by the king, probably from the ori- 
** ginal in cipher." 



Je ne retoumerai jamais en Angleterre, mats a. 
j*irai prier Dieu pour vow*.] The success of the 
original threat, conveyed by Davenant, was such 
as could not fail to produce a repetition of it. 

Jejinisy ayant prise mededne, priante Dieu de j, 
vous assister. Adieu mon cher coeur /] If from 
the anodyne contents of this affectionate epistle 
the poor king was able to extract ought in the 
nature of " a great cordial,'' it can only have been 
from the Adieu mon cher coeur; so expressive of 
the haste, in which it was necessarily concluded. 

This letter is said to have been deciphered by 
the king's own hand. Surely after having accom- 
plished the task, his majesty's appearance must 
have been such as described by the most authentic 
of historians, when giving loose to the most in- 
ventive of fancies.— ^^ After Ashburnham had 
^^ been some time absent, he returned without 
" any news of the ship ; at which his majesty 
" seemed troubled." 
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It is to these same /^ Certaine Letters to and 
^^ from France concerning the London Propositions^ 
" sent to me to Newcastle: but more particularly 
*^ about the Covenant and Presbyteriall Govemr- 
** ment^ (of which this of the queen's is one,) that 
allusion is made in lord Clarendon's History, 
where the king is represented to have declared 
Hist. T0I.T. that " those violent pressures ^ which were made 
'* upon him from thence, gave him more disquiet, 
'* than he suffered from all the insolence of his 
^^ enemies;" and to have believed that these 
" might have been prevented or diverted," if the 
chancellor and others of the prince's council had 
waited upon him into France. Which belief is 
. further confirmed in the letter written by Dr. 
Shelden, in obedience to the king's command, 
that ^* his majesty did believe that, if the chan- 
" cellor had been there, he would have been able 
*^ to have prevented the vexation his majesty had 
" endured at Newcastle by messages from Paris." 
(Life, vol. i. p. 244.) 

The king's belief that such would have been 
the desirable result of sir Edward Hyde's attend- 
ance on the prince into France might alone suffi- 
ciently imply his majesty's expectation, that the 
prince would have been so attended. But it has 
been repeatedly shewn that the chancellor never 
intended to fulfil that expectation. — " Within a 
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^^ day or two after the prince's departure from 
'* Jersey, the earl of Berkshire left it, and went 
'^ for England. The lords Capel and Hopton and 
** the chancellor of the exchequer remained toge- 
'^ ther in Jersey to expect his majesty's pleasure, 
" and to attend a conjuncture to appear again in 
" his majesty's service/' Which conjuncture every 
one of these soon found (as also did the duke of 
Ormond and others) excepting only the last 
named, (the chancellor) who is well known to 
have been the first in the king's estimation. (Hist, 
vol. V. p. 406.) 

Among the State Papers, where the authorities 
for the truth ;of lord Clarendon's History are to 
be found; (and for other truths besides,) there is 
a letter, from the chancellor to the king, dated 
Jersey, July 27, 1647, beginning thus : 

*' May it please your Majesty: 

^^ When his highness left this island, my lord 
" Capel, my lord Hopton and myself presented 
*^ our duty and an account of ourselves to your 
" majesty ; and besought your commands how to 
^* dispose ourselves to your service. Whether that 
^^ humble address of ours had ever the happiness 
" to be presented to your majesty I know not." — 

For fear therefore that it should not (or rather. 
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as it may seem, for fear that it should) have been 
so presented^ he proceeds in explanation. thus. — 
^^ I am so far from hogging your have to wait on 
" your majesty, (though it be the greatest happi- 
^^ ness I am capable of in this world,) that I be- 
" seech your majesty not to vouchsafe the least 
" thought or consideration of me, when it may 
" collaterally give any interruption to what may 
" else seem useful to your service. But when my 
'^ attendance may be consistent with the state of 
" your majesty's affairs, or my service of any sig- 
" nification to your majesty, no man shall with 
*' greater devotion obey your commands. In the 
'^ mean time I flatter myself with an opinion, that 
" I am doing your majesty some service here, 
" while I am preparing the story of your suffer- 
" ings ; that posterity may know by whose default 
" the nation was even overwhelmed with calami- 
" ties, and by whose virtue it was redeemed" 

There is another letter -to the same purport, 
and with only a very slight variation even in the 
words, endofsedthushy lord Clarendon — "My letter 
"of the 21st of Nov. 1646 to his majesty; — 
" never delivered."^ - 

On the 15th of the same month the chancellor 
writes to secretary Nicholas in terms, which suffi- 
ciently convey how very far he was from begging 
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the king's leave to wait upon him (although tfie 
greatest pleasure he was capable of J. Whether 
the following extracts be not fairly^ though briefl/^ 
given^ may be ascertained by referring to voL ii. 
page 286^ State Papers. 

^^ You tell me you have the kmg*s approbation 
'^ for living in that city (Caen), till you shall re- 
^^ ceive his further pleasure ; otherwise you had 
" been like to have visited Jersey. I pray tell 
'* me, whether that approbation implied ani/ dis- 
'* approbation of this island, or iff any persons in 
** it : and if you have any correspondence with 
*^ Newcastle,* J&irf some means to keep up that re-- 
^^putation of j/our friends, their liaith and fidelity 
" deserve.'' . ; . .^^ For our invitation to stay here, 
^^ we had the extraordinary kindness and friend- 
'^ ship of the governor (the most generous man in 
** kindness) and his wife, a lady worthy such a 
*' husband ; who will not suffer us to want any 
^' thing we desire. This with the satisfaction of 
'^ being in a loyal part of the kingdom, easily 
^' persuaded us to stay here, where we have with 
^^ wonderful contentment now enjoyed ourselves full 
'* six tnonthSf since the prince's remove : and here 
** we resolve- to stay, till the three kingdoms have 
** recovered their understandings and honesty.'* 
* Where the king then was with the Scotch aimy. 
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. . . . ^^ Three hours a day I assign to this writing 
" task (his History) ; the rest to other study and 
f^ books ; so I doubt not^ after seven years time 
^' in this retirement, j/ou will Jind me a pretty 
^^felhu)^ In earnest I study hard^ and (I thank 
" God) was never better in body or mind in my 
^^ life ; and I flatter myself with an opinion that 
'^ even this retirement is not absolutely unprofit- 
*' able to the publick." 



Any disapprobation of this island, or of any 
persons in it.] The conscious misgiving and 
apprehension here betrayed were soon superseded 
by certainty. Of this truth the evidence is af- 
forded in a letter from the chancellor to the king, 
dated the 4th of April 1647 ; and said to have 
been '^ written at a time^ when he thought his life 
'^ in great danger from an attempt^ which^ it was 
" expected/ the parliament would make upon 
^^ Jersey/* 

^^ May it please your Majesty^ 

*^ Since this is not like to come to your hands^ 
^^ till lam dead, I may be pardoned to be a suitor 
'* to your majesty on my own behalf; that I may 
^^ not be so unfortunate as to sufier in your ma- 
^' jesty's opinion^ after my deaths for any omission 
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'* of duty towards you. I hope my whole carriage 
*^ in your service has been so blameless and un- 
^' questionable^ that nothing can stick with you 
^^ in suspence^ till my staying behind the prince at 
^^ Jersey : and for that^ never having had the hap- 
^^ piness in my life to satisfy your majesty^ I have 
" thought it necessary to do it after my death: 
having no greater comfort in my death (saving 
my hope and assurance in my Redeemer) than 
^^ that I have served your majesty^ according to 
** my weak capacity^ most faittifully, honestly^ 
" and as I ought to do.** 

As the authorities for the truth of lord Claren- 
don*s History are said to be contained in his 
State Papers^ so it is hoped that the same will be 
foimd to furnish equal authorities for the justice 
of some remarks on the noble Historian, and his 
relation, which have been submitted in the first 
part of this Vindication, where they ipiay have 
appeared unwarrantably grounded on conjec- 
tural assumptions, illogical inferences, or gratui- 
tous conclusions. 

(4.) 

'' Sir Edward Hyde to Sir John Berkeley.- 

[For the sake of human nature too lamentably 
frequent ar^ the recorded instances of dearest 

VOL. II. 1 
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MeadMpi JUi eaiiy life being p^yerted atsi later 
fMsriod into virulent :anil ktkplBCBide esuQities. It 
tiin^"^ has been shewn that the xliccmon^ whfcck }»rodiieed 
ii.p.233. ijjg ^Hdden dissolutipn ftnd final exjianctian jof aH 
friendly rdbtion h^ ween Clarendon and B^a^^aky, 
was most hpnourable to the former. But ^hat^ 
which is not equally so^ is the discovery^ tfai^t nil 
the despicable aad odious qualities^ for whj^h m 
John's diaraoter is made notoiions iai tiie History 
of the Rebellign^ must have been abready k^own 
to it*s noble author at the time^ when inihis lett^s^ 
to his otvn John, and sweet Jack, he was byperboli- 
cally expressing sentiments of fond attachment to 
his person and of affectionate zesd fidr jiis interest, 
blended with admiring deference tp .his superior 
endowments, and transcendent inerits* 

Ww so weighty a charge the jadequaAe support 
may be jSoimd in a few out of many isisoilar pas- 
sages in sir Ikiward Hyde's Gorrespaadtimc^, plaefsd 
in immediate contrast with an equal number .of 
extracts ft'om lord Clarendrafs History, and iroxn 
a most elaborate character of .Berkeley given in 
the third volume of his lordship's State Papers.^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPBNNX. 



)xxx][ii 



COARESPONIMBNCE. 



HISTORY. 



1. 

Enquire among those, with whom 
r hare most inwardly conversed, 
what mention I have always made of 
you. You have committed as many 
wilful blasphemies and peijuries to 
hearen, as I have faults to you. If 
the mentioning you always as the 
peraony I loved best; if the avowing a 
friendship with you, and for you, so 
passionatefy thai it hath made it 
doubted whether J had any for any 
body else, hath proved to your dis- 
advantage, I must ask your pardon : 
— I need it for nothing else. 

Dear Jack, 
your very affectionate Serv|. 
&c. 
Jersey, 22d July, 1646. 



1. 
Berkeley was in a very private 
station be/ore the war, and not much 
spoken of till the end of it ; when he 
was not beholden to reports. Ambi- 
tion and vanity were well known to 
be predominant in him ; and that he 
had a great confidence in himself, 
and did not delight to converse with 
those, who had not. Vol. v. p. 492. 

CHARACTER. 



He had no friends, who heartily es- 
teemed Aim, and was the osly person 
alive, who compassed all, that he Mfit 
his heart, upon, purely by his own 
ambition,. «;t/^w/ any merit or ever 
having dpn^ any notable thing, but 
by a perpetual restlessness, and n|i- 
quietness in himself, and being uneasy 
to everybody else. 



HISTORY. 

2. 
They (the superior officers, Crom- 
well and Ireton)were well acquaint- 
ed with his talent, and knew his 
foible ; that byjiattering and com- 
mending' they might govern him : and 
that there was no danger of any 
deep design from his contrivance. 

Vol. V. p. 448. 

CHARACTER. 

2. 

ffe loved so much to be faltered, 

that he was at the mercy of any man, 

ftho would attack him that way; and 

he paid liberidiy in the same kiiid, 

* In Zadig's Cantata— a few repetitions of which every night and mondBg 



My dear Jack, 

Methinks I find myself strangely 
refreshed, and my spirits relieved 
by being unbent in this little retire- 
nieab How much good then would 
yon reap by it; who have a mind so 
much better prepared by education 
and ejfiperience ; untaimted and unre- ^ 
strained by narrow and vulgat specu^ 
lotions! And how much advantage' 
should I receive from those large ani" 
madoersions your friendship wooU de» 
rive tome!* 
Jert«y, 26th Dec. 1646. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 



3. 
MydearJftck». 

I Uaye your's of the 9ih« and by 
yovr fayonr mutt either give over 
writings or ha^e leave to gnunble 
when I am not kindly dealt with. 

And now, -^ tweet John,— what 
wat tint freedom, which I nted not 

to yon ? If my fiiendsMp to 

John Berkekff hath been hid under a 
buthel ; though it hath nerer thined 
uaefully ; if U hath not had all the 
juttico and all the constancy reqttuite 
to a virtue, hy which a nuM would be 
taoeds and all the paesion and all the 
impatience, a man would he valued 
hy: I declare myaelf unfit and unca^ 
pahle of any /krther honest Carres' 
pondence in this world, 

Jeney, thit 8th Jan. 1647. 



CHARACTER. 

and wit a great flatterer himaelf, bat 
of no body to mnch at of himtelf* 
He nerer loved hit eqaalt,and alwayt 
hated hit tuperiort, and wat ttill 
governed by hit inferiort. He had a 
very indifereni understanding, and 
a very obscure and troubled expression 
in debate: hut inveighed againtt any 
thing, that wat concluded; and 
alwayt believed himself the wisett 
man of the time. 

HISTORY. 

3. 
He, that loved him bett, wat very 
willing to be without him ; and to 
receiving the queen's letter of re- 
commendation of him to the king, 
who knew him very littie, and that 
little not without great prejudice, he 
left Parit. VoL v. p. 447. 

CHARACTER. 



Thit gentieman had been verj 
happy, if he had been either quali* 
fied to do butinets, or compoted to 
be quiet without meddling in any : 
but he wat of to unhappy a consti- 
tution, at that he had a very per- 
plexed understanding; and a mare 
perplexed delivery of expression : and 
yet he believed he wat fit for the 
greatett trantactioat. 



toon wrought a perfect cure in a mott inveterate cate of timilar malady^— 
the following r^ain, or chorut, wat tung at the end of each ttanza. 

Que ton m^rite ett extrt^e ! 

Que de grace I que de grandeur ! 

Ahl combien montdgneur 

Doit 6tre content de lui-m6me ! 
Now what wat Zadig't cantata in oompariton with the chanceUor't letters ? 
Truly in tir John't vanity the digettion of an ottridge mutt have been added 
to the voradty of a cormorant, if no nautea wat felt after having been thut 
crammed with to surfeiting a mett of undiluted flattery. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 



HISTORY. 



4. 
Oh Joim, 

Keep hui your natural temper in 
weighing" the whole, and I will not with 
a better judge in the whole matter, 
Notlung but my unalterable kind- 
ness to you would make me stufF 
a letter with this discourse to you : 
and therefore I will not doubt your 
pardon^nor the continuation of your 
friendship to> 

Dear Jack^ 

your most affectionate 
humble Servant. 

Madrid, 18ih March, 
1650. 



He thought his great parts, and the 
services he had done, which were 
known to very few> might weU 
enough distinguish him from other 
men. Vol. vi. p. 562. 



CHARACTER. 



4. 



Jffe was a man of a temper and 
constitution which made him incapable 
of being happy; for though he loved 
himself above all the world, and be- 
lieved himself to be the wisest man 
and the best soldier of the nation, 
and had places and preferments 
proportionable to very great merit, 
(when in truth he had been liberally 
rewarded for all the services he had 
ever done, or could ever do, when 
he was knighted,) yet with that fa- 
vourable opinion of himself, he had 
so great an undervaluing of all other 
men, that he was more grieved and 
afficted at any good fortune, or pre- 
ferment, which other men attained 
to, than delighted with any promo- 
tion that befell hirasdf ; tiiough con- 
sidering his great infirmities, his 
weakness, and his vanity, which were 
not concealed, he had a greater pro- 
portion of good fortune than any 
man of that time. 
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Sir Edward Hyde to Sir Jbhti Berkeley. 

[It may be convenient here to remind the 
reader of a few passages in lord* Clarendon*s His- 
tory which prove how invariably, but especially 
at this time, sir John Berkeley was honoured with 
the queen's favor and patronage. 

'' The queen believed all he said." (Vol. v. p.447.) 

" Appointed by the queen governor to the duk« 
'^ of York." (Vol. vi. p. 20.) 

" Sir J. Berkeley had most of the queen's 
^^ favor." (Vol. vi. p. 559.) 

" The queen very earnestly pressed the king 
^^ that sir J. Berkeley should likewise be made a 
"counsellor," (that is, of the privy council.) 
Vol. vi. p. 662.] 

My John, 

^ * 4^ * * * 

All the little arts of these excellent observers of 
my cai^riage, tend orily to have it believed, that I 
am not faithAil enough in point of duty> or cir- 
cumspect enough in point of respect to the queen, 
and her commands ; and it is not impossible, the 
information may come from those, who are there- 
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fore ^Js^y teeause they find I am not to becor- 
nipted in eitber. 

Trust im, Xolia^ I am too proud of being an 
lioneat ^an 5to /be jnucb ^BlQted wlHi Ahm^ 
^tt€mjpk9 ; und jUiough tbey n^ at some lime 
raise a tAoxid of prqiidice dgalnnt w^, it; iwUl.be 
diasolved agaist.to my ad^astt^ge. My dmfy ^o 
the queen is a part tffmfreHgimi; mi i shoM w 
soon take the Cwemxnt^ m ^&mmt enf^/mit w^ 
lingbf agaimfh&r.. ilMit .of rthecoiisei^noe ^ wbal 
I ought ito do, I served ber majesty iadmrtrip^usjy 
and passionately, before I bad the honour to )m 
known to h^ ; she hath been since a very gifijeir 
ous mistress to me, and heaped many qbligations 
upon me,; and if ingratitude be a vice ^ in my 
nature, I may say it hath not yet been disco- 
vered by any action of my life. I must tell you 
I have another obligation, which, if all others 
could, can never be dissolved ; and I hope it will 
have an influence upon the bearte of aU boni^t 
Englishmen; that is, the reverence I pay to the 
preciousmemoiy of mydear master. And I verily 
believe the immortal monument he hath le^ joif 
his transcendent affection to, and value of her 
majesty, hatb made that impression in all men, 
tbat whoever pretends to honour him, can maver 
fail in duty to her ; and I am per shaded the queem 
will live to reap a very plentiful harvest from that 
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seed. I hope shortly to wait on her majesty ; and 
if she then think me worthy of any trusty I shall 
serve her faithfiilly^ and never fail in the least 
degree in any thing I promise to do. And if I 
shall be thought in the present conjuncture 
(through the envy that is upon me^ or malice 
against me^ or weakness in me^ for the two firsts 
as well as the last^ are reasons enough to decline 
any man's service) not fit for any employment^ I 
shall with the same submission and chearfiilness 
lay down the little title I have^ and wait till his 
majesty's affairs may admit of instruments of 
such vulgar and narrow faculties as mine. 

12 April, 1649. 

A copy, by Mr. Edgman, endorsed by himself 
(Sir Ed: Hyde.) 



This letter must have received an answer not 
less early than unfavourable; as it seems from 
the date of it, when compared with that of the 
Extraordinary Embassador's departure from the 
HtetvoLvi. Hague ; (^^ before the middle of Mayf) the 
^'^^^* interval not exceeding one month. In as much 
as one, among other reasons assigned for the 
chancellor*s being " exceedingly pleased** with 
the lord Cottington's first proposal, that they tw^o 
should be sent on their memorable diplomatic 
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missiotti was that ^^ he knew that he was not in 
^^ the queen* s favour at all, and should Jind no 
" respect at that court."" This passage is less 
likely to have escaped the reader's memory on 
account of Bishop Warburton*s comment on it. 
" This was the greatest as well as the best de- 
" served compliment^ he could pay to himself." 

If the right reverend Commentator could have 
seen this and the following letters of the chan- 
cellor^ preserved among his State Papers^ the 
probability is that the above declaration would 
either have been suffered to pass without any note 
at all^ or else have been distinguished by one less 
panegyrical. For surely as great and as deserved 
a compliment had been paid to himself by the 
fox^ on saying he knew that he should find no 
sweetness in the grapes^ which he had experimen- 
tally ascertained to be beyond his reach. 

Yet, howsoever the change had been wrought, 
we read that on his return from Spain the ex-extra- 
ordinary Embassador ^^ waited upon the queen 
^' mother ; who received him very graciously :** 
^^and soon after, that ^^ the chancellor wasLife»Toi.i 

- - - . , . , p. 298, 

^* yet looked upon with no ungracious eye by 
** her majesty ; only the lord Jermyn knew well 
^* he would never resign himself to be disposed 
" of; which was the temper that could only en- 
^^ dear any man to him"' Is it not then the £Etir 
VOL. II. m 
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and natural conclusion, deducible from these 
premises, that it was not, because the chancellor 
^* \<^as not in the queeris favour at all," that ^^ he 
" knew he should find no respect in that court y but 
" onhf' because he was not of the temper which 
alone could endear him to sir John Berkeley's 
*^ friend in that courts that governed'' — the lord 
Jermyn: — ^who ^* was the queen's chief oflBicer, 
" and governed all her receipts : who loved plenty 
^^ so well, that he would not be without it, what- 
" ever others suffered." So that " all who had 
^' any relation to the prince, were to implore his 
^^ aid ; and the prince himself could obtain ao- 
" thing but by him." When therefore the ehan- 
life, Toii.cellor proceeds to relate — that besides " former 

p. 298. ^ 

" experience" (of the queen's being his most gra- 
cious mistress) ^^ an attempt had been lately made 
'^ upon him by sir John Berkeley, who told him 
^* that the queen had a good opinion of him, and 
" knew well in how ill a condition he must be, in 
♦^ respect of his subsistence : and that she would 
^' assign him such a competent maintenance that 
'^ he should be able to draw his family to him out 
" of Flanders to Paris, and to live comfortably* 

* This was indeed a powerful temptation. For let it be re- 
membered^ that during his voluntarily protracted " acqui- 
" escences, for so he called these vacations and retreats from 
*' trouble and vexation/' both in Jersey and in Spain^ each of 
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" together ; if she might be confident of his ser- 
^' vice, and that he would always concur with her 
" in his advice to the king," — it is as Kttle to be 
wondered at that the chancellor should have de- 
clined the queen's conditional benevolence, 4s 
that her majesty in making this attempt should 
have employed sir John Berkeley, who doubtless 
had not concealed from his royal patroness his 
friend the chancellor s very ostensible letter. 



Sir Edward Hyde to the Queen, acquainting her 
with the posture of affairs in the West. 

May it please your Majesty, 

If Mr. Grant hath had the blessing to kiss your 
majesty's hand^ you have by him received a very 
full account of the state and condition of these 
parts; * # # # * 

I hope your majesty is very much assured that 
your servants here will not fail in any part of 
their duty, to which besides all other publick 
tyes, they are obliged by their particular singular 

which lasted more than two years, the chancellor of the exche- 
quer^ however stationary, had heen in other respects like 

The wandering tar, who not for years has press'd 

The widow*d partner of his day of rest. 
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devotion to your sacred majesty. But as the hurry 
of ill and prodigious accidents may sometimes 
make an impression upon your own royaly com- 
posedy and prepared temper* so I hope you will 
vouchsafe your compassion to us, who live in the - 
region where the thunder and lightning is made, 
if we are compelled to do, and not to do many 
things, which to sharper understandings, not in- 
clined to the temper of examining all circum- 
stances, may be liable to censure and reproach; 
and I am confident your majesty will not be at 
all disappointed in the expectation you have 
vouchsafed to entertain of our duty and service : 
which I believe will not be wanting in any of us, 
I am sure shall not in. 

Madam, 
your majesty's most obliged, 

and most obedient servant, 

Edward Hyde. 

Fendennis Castle, 17th Feb. 1645. 

An Original. 

^ This recalls to mind the observation of Lingo in the farce 
that, — *' her Serene Highness seems to be in a passion.*' That 
accidental impressions ^ere not mifirequently made on this 
royal temper, however composed and prepared, one passage out 
of many, which might be quoted from Lord Clarendon's Life, 
may suffice to prove. When the queen heard of the duke of 
York's intended marriage, her majesty '' expressed her indig- 
" nation with her natural passion." 
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Sir Edward Hyde to the Queen. 

May it please your Majesty, 
I have not suffered so great an affliction from all 
the calamities of these ill times, as from the fear 
and apprehension I have had of your majesty's 
displeasure ; for I am sure I have never contributed 
to the former, and so whatsoever share I bear in 
the misfortune I have none in the fault. But I 
am too full of duty and acknowledgement of your 
majesty's great obligations upon me, to imagine I 
can fall into a hazard of the latter, without some 
guilt of my own; and therefore in any censure 
your majesty shall at any time inflict upon me, I 
shall never otherwise appeal than ^rom yourjtis- 
tice^ to your own mercy ; being very confident that 
I shall always have some simplicity about me, not 
unworthy of that, how unfit soever I am to appear 
before the other. 

I should not have received the courage to make 
this humble address to your majesty if I had not 
received assurance from some very good friends, 
who have for my sake taken the boldness to men- 
tion me to your majesty, that you still vouchsafe 
to retain a gracious acceptance of my poor ser- 
vice ; which gives me the boldness to beg your 
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m; jesty to believe that it is not possible for me to 
dii please your majesty but through want of dis- 
ertion. For truly^ to give your majesty the 
le .St offence willingly and wilfully ; I shall always 
th Ink too great a price, to save the impertinent 
li)-3 of. 

Madam, 
your majesty's most obliged 

and most obedient Servant. 

J« rsey, this 1 6th of Aprils 
1648. 

/ copy, endorsed by himself. 



Why lord Clarendon here calls his life imperti- 
nent is not very obvious : although it mufit be ad- 
mitted that there is much in his Life, (as synony- 
mous with the story of his life,) and in his History 
of the Rebellion too, which is anything but perti- 
nent. Her majesty, if consulted, might probably 
have transferred this epithet from his life to his 
tongue. But even then it would have been, as in 
fact it afterwards was, most undeservedly applied. 
For how, in spite of such letters as these, could 
the queen say, — ^and ^^ with some quickness, — that 
" the chancellor was so far from giving her fair 
'' words, and flattering her, that she did verily 
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^^ believe that, if he thought her to be a whore he 
'^ would tell her of it ? — ^which when he was tcld, 
" be was not displeased with the testimony."* 



(6.) 

Secret Instructions for our right trusty and w 3II- 
beloved counsellor, Francis lord CottinglDU, 
Lord High Treasurer of England; and »ur 
trusty and right well-beloved counsellor, sir 
Edward Hyde, knight. Chancellor of our 1* Ex- 
chequer, our Ambassadors Extraordinary to his 
Catholick Majesty. 

Charles R. 

[N.B. The secret instructions consist of ive 
articles ; of which the two last are here 01 ily 
given. The preceding ones requiring no cdoi- 
ment. They may be found in the second voWnie 
of State Papers, page 481.] 



4. You shall perform all such compliments (md 
civilities, as you shall judge conducing to cur 
service, with the Pope's Nuntio, or any otlf.er 

* When a man's attempt has failed of success, he vndi in 
most cases be not displeased to find that he is not suspect(|l of 
having mad^ it. 
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minister of his^ and hold such correspondence ^ and 
make such addresses to Rome, as may incline the 
Pope to give us his assistance in this our distress. 
. 6. Vou shall communicate these particular in- 
structions with none, or address yowr letters upon 
either of these particulars to any hut ourself; who 
will as carefully with our own hand return you 
our directions and pleasure therein^ upon all occa- 
sions. Given at the Hague the 24th day of May 
in the first year of our reign. 

C. R. 

An Original, signed by the King. 



*^ His majesty was much pleased with the 
'^ whole scheme," (so warily presented to him hy 
lord Cottington) '^ and shortly after declared his 
" resolution publickly to send the lord Treasurer 
" and the chancellor of the Exchequer his ambas- 
^^ sadoi-s extraordinary into Spain: and com- 
^^ manded them to prepare their own commission 
^^ and instructions." (Hist. vol. vi. p. 313.) 

This alone, it must be admitted, was a sufficient 
reason, if there had been no others, why " the 
" chancellor of the Exchequer was exceedingly 
" pleased with the commission.^ 

Were it not for the above unquestionable autho- 
ity a suspicion might exist that the/ourth article 
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had been drawn up by the lord Gottington with 
the assistance of the qaeen and lord Jermyn, rather 
than conjointly with sir Edward Hyde alone: 

The fifth article confirms lord Clarendon's ac- 
count that this appointment ^' had never been 
^^ mentioned or debated in council :" which, (as 
he himself very justly and candidly observes,) 
*^ made all kinds of people murmur and complain'^ 
so much " the more." 

(7.) 

Sir Edward Hyde to' Mr. Secretary Nicholas, in 
vindication of his conduct towards him, with 
respect to his accepting the embassy into Spain. 

Dear Mr. Secretary^ 

I hope you are satisfied as to the first part of your 
third letter, wherein you still charge me with real 
unkindness to you, and deceiving your entire 
confidence in my care of you. They are very 
heavy charges, Mr. Secretary, and such as if I am 
guilty of, I must hereafter renounce the friend- 
ship of any honest man; that is, make myself 
very unworthy of it. And if you shall make the 
world believe I am guilty of it, as, if you do be- 
lieve it yourself, you have great reason to com- 
voL. Hi n 
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plain of it^ how innocent soever^ I know I must 
suffer very much in my reputatimi. For I vahe 
myself upon the reputation I have of Jriendship 
with secretary/ Nicholas; and if I have by so dis- 
honest a carriage made myself unworthy of it^ 
other jnen have reason tdavoid any fortber com- 
merce with me* Therefore,! must conjure you in 
justice, and for my reformation (for, seriously, if 
I could upon the strictest revolving of, my words 
or actions or thoughts discover any fault against 
you, I would hfeartily ask your pardon) let me 
know therein you are deceived by me ; what I 
said to you of the king's, resolutions and purposes^ 
which his majesty did not say to you himself or 
what I said of others, which you have not found 
true. Did I ever promise you a pleasant and 
comfortable life in that disti*acted and disjointed 
company, and in that perplexity of affairs ? Did 
1 not always tell you (and I aim sure told the 
king so more than once), that if I were to advise 
you with the spirit of a private friend, I must wish 
you to sit still, and enjoy your own ease and 
quiet, the same way you had done for the two or 
three last years, retired from any publick charge 
or engagement ; and that, by entering into the 
publick managery (as the affections of persons 
and the state of affairs then stood), you must ex- 
pect many uneasinesses and vexations, and such 
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as a generous and honest heart would find diffi- 
culty enough to wrestle with. But then, as I 
eoald not but for the king's sake and the pub^ 
licfc^ wish and advise his majesty should have 
you near him, and in his grieatest trusts, so, if his 
majesty did require your service in that kind, I 
knew not how you could upon your own priiici^ 
pies refuse to wait on him*. It may be, I did per- 
suade your stay at St. Ga*main's, and dissuade 
your sudden going from thence, when you had 
oAce or twice such a thought ; which I c()nfess I 
did out of the apprehension that your remove 
might beget prejudice to the king, out of the ittr 
terpretation people could make of it: and I 
beseech you, give me leave to believe yet, that the 
trouble of mind which you have suffered by any* 
thing you have done (though I doubt not you 
have had vexation enough) is very much inferior 
to what you would have suffered, if you had not 
dome it ; so great a difference there is in the 
peace of heart when a man hath done all and hi^ 
part, and when he hath fallen short of it. Bui b. 
m^ fault was not in setting you such a t&sk ito 
wbich all your own judgement and reason con- 
sented, nor did I ever conceal a thought of mine c. 
j^om you in any thing that concerned that matter), 
*^ but in not keeping you company ; in declining a 
^ trouble' myself to which I would expose you.*" 
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Alas ! you know my employment was designed 
and agreed on and published long before our 
meeting at St. Germain's, and at a time when 
there was no thought of our meeting there, nor so 
much thought as I wisht of drawing you or any 
other, with whose company I would have been 
delighted, into the communication and partner- 
ship in counsels. *^ But this was a design and 
" contrivance of my own^ Truly, if it were so, I 
should never deny it, or be ashamed of it ; for a 
servant to desire to change the present condition 
of his service, and to serve his master in another 
place (though a man's own conveniency and ease 
were ingredients into that desire) hath been in no 
time thought a crime, or not a very justifiable 
design. But I told you that whole story truly ; and 
no man better knows how far I was from that con^ 
trivance than the king himself does ; and I must 
look upon my service here as as absolute an act of 
obedience to his majesty s commands^ a^ ever I 
performed to him, or to his father ; and a way 
into which my own fancy and invention would 
never have led me. ** Well ^ I was at least too 
** well pleased with^ it, and might with duty 
" enough have declined it ; to which I was obliged 
*^ out of the conscience of being of some use to 
^^ him in his counsels about his person, and of 
'•notorious insujficiejicy for this other employ-^ 
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^^ ment ; so that my l)emg engaged in that would 

^^ look rather like a retiring from the whole ser- 

^^ yice^ than betaking myself to a new part in it/' 

/ do not denyy that when the king had commanded 

me, the more I thought of it, with reference to my 

own quiet and content, the more I liked it, and 

grew less sorry that the king was pleased to think 

Jit that I should he for some time at a distance 

from his person and counsels ; but I do assure 

you, if I had thought myself of any importance to 

his service by my attendance, and of no use or 

signification at this distance, I would at least 

have presented those considerations to his ma^ 

jesty, and my humble advice and desire that I 

might have continued as I was. But in truth, I 

will not so far accuse the king's judgement (since 

he hath vouchsafed to think me capable of this 

trust) as to believe myself utterly incompetent 

for it, and indeed I hope I may be able to do him 

some service here, and I am not so indocible but 

I may learn what is necessary thereunto ; so I 

was fully satisfied in my judgement, that I might 

very well be spared there, and that, being for 

some time absent, I might retui*n more capably 

of serving his majesty. If you remember the 

time when I was appointed for this journey, it 

was when the king& council lay under as great a 

weight of irreverence and contempt as can be 
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imagined; which was brought upoii it by such a 
concurrence of friends and enemies, that there 
appeared no so probable way of restoring the 
counsels to some reputation as by a temporary 
change of the counsellons ; which never could 
have been compassed to that degree as most men 
desired, if I had not consented and submitted to 
the hinges desire of sending me into Spain : from 
whence, if our journey had been as soon under- 
taken as it was resolved^ I might very well have 
returned to his majesty before there could have 
been any use of my service, and we had then done 
more in this court in a montKs time than we can 
now in six ; so great alternations are since in the 
cfffairs of this court as well as in those of our 
master. You do not know, Mr. Secretary, the 
difBculties I had to contend with, and such as 
were more incumbent to me than to any other 
person, and such as well might make an honest 
man willing to shift the scene of his action. You 
will say, ^^ I have withdrawn myself from those 
" troubles, which I desired to expose you to.*' I 
wish with all my heart you could meet with no 
discouragements. I am sure you will be free 
from taany which I encountered every day. I 
know you are liable to some of the same preju- 
dices and jealousies with me, and that there are a 
sort of people equally incensed against us both ; 
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but their opinions ma^e very little impression in 
me. I will (}eal . clearly with you ; nothing ever 
stuck close with me but what came ficom the 
king's own party in England ; and when I found 
myself struck at by some letters from thence (and 
from those truly whom the king hath great reason 
to value above me), as an enemy to moderate 
counsels, and a breaker of treaties, (which inipu- 
tation some of your friends fastened upon me 
since the treaty of Uxbridge, where God knows I 
did or said nothing but what I would have said 
and done, if I had been to expire the next mintute)^ 
I began to think myself of less use to the king's 
service than I had done before; for I have been 
always of opinion, that the king's restoration 
depends exceedingly upon the reputation of his 
ministers ; and let a man be never so honest and 
wise, if he hath the misfortune to lie under a great 
weight of envy and prejudice, he will bring little 
advantage to his master. Not that I think such 
persons ought to be cast off, but they shall do well 
in discretion to yield a little to the tori-ent ; and 
if they preserve their integrity, God Almighty 
will at last reward it with such a proportion of 
credit and reputation as is necessary. In this 
point you have the advantage of me, and (though 
you must give me leave to believe myself as ho- 
nest a& you are) are very much better thought of 
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than I am ; there being very few of the king^s 
party, who do not desire you should be with the 
king, and in his nearest trusts, and very many 
who would have me away; yet I do not make 
question but, by the grace of God, I shall outlive 
all that prejudice, and that I shall in the end be 
found to have as few private ends, and to have 
dedicated myself as entirely to the publick, as 
any poor gentleman who suffers in this good 
cause. And I do believe I shall be able to serve 
the king the more efifectually by this absence, 
and hope that his majesty looks upon me still as 
doing his business, and executing his commands. 
And this shall serve for an answer to the first four 

lines of your third letter — now to the rest. 

# # * « « « 

18. March* 

A copy, by Mr. Edgman, endorsed by himself. 

[The remainder of this letter may be found in 
the third volume at page 13, from which the fol- 
lowing passage has been extracted.] 

But alas! I am on very ill terms with my 

friends, if they censure me as changed into a better 

courtier J for writing so often to the queen and lord 

Jermyn. In earnest I thought myself above these 

jealousies, as I am sure such little artifices are 
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below me. Do not you know how much of our 
negociations depends upon the hope of the peace 
between the two crowns^ and to whom can we 
write upon that business^ but to them ? yet upon 
mjf word we Tuwe not above once writ thither ^ with^ 
out writing to yout Sure those persons are not 
tmknown to me/ and I believe they are in their 
hearts better inclined to you (who are not very 
gracious) than to m^, who they know never will 
serve their turns. And be confident I can as soon 
and as easily turn witch and give myself to the 
Devil^ as descend to any little vile arts and tricks^ 
ta get the favour of this or that body ; and I 
reckon it the honester way to hell of the two ; 
nor can I grow remiss or lazy in the king's ser- 
vice. God knows my heart entertains no other 
thoughts day and nighty but how J may best serve 
him. 

/ value myself upon the reputation I have of 
friendship with secretary Nicholas.'] Warburton 
in his note on Clarendon's character of Nicholas^ 
where it is said " he was a very honest and in- 
^^ dustrious man^** extoUs the noble Historian's 
jscrupalous and ri^^d impartiality in that ^* he 
^^ would not say anything of his parts^ because in 
^^ truth he could not." And yet, (he continues to 
observe) ^^ secretary Nicholas was his bosom 

VOL. II. o 
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<< friend, aad never Jforfdt^ his good opinion.* 
This may be so. Bnt that he did not at all times 
possess his good will appeared in the chancellor s 
censure on Ashbumham for haying managed to 
secure little less than twenty^ instead often, thou- 
sand pounds, as intended, to remunerate the. good 
old secretary's feithful services of more than forty 
years, ruinous to himself and family, and, not- 
.withstanding the want of brilliant talent, not un* 
ns^ul at least to his successive royal masters. 

BtU my fault was not in setting you such a task, 
hut in not keeping you company ; in declining a 
trouble myself, to which I would expose you.] 
" The chancellor was weary of the company he 
'' was in, and the business ; which having no're- 
'^spect but towards despair, was rendered yet 
'^ more grievous by the continual contentions and 
*' animosities between persons." See Vindication, 
vol. i. p. 32. 

Nor did I ever conceal a thought of mine from 
you in any thing that concerns that matter^ *^ The 
" chancellor was very scrupulous that the king 
^^ might not suspect that he was weary of his at- 
" tendance, or that any body else might believe 
" that he withdrew himself from waiting longer 
" upon so desperate a fortuned See vol. i. p. 32. 

But this was a design and contrivance of my 
own. Truly, if it were so, I should never deny it. 
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ixr be askamed of if] Lord Cottington alone 
originated the design : but the chancellor has 
proved himself entitled to an equal share in the 
merit of the edntrivance. See Vindication, vol. i. 
p. 36. 

But I told you that whole story ; and no man 
better knows than the king himself does, how far 
I was from that contrivance.'] To Whose testi- 
mony coidd sir Edward Hyde so confidently and 
safely appeal, as to the king's; who seems to 
have been almost the only dupe of his imposture ? 
It has been heretofore shewn that the queen, on 
his taking leave of her, told him that this mission 
^^ would be fruitless as to any ad^antage^ the king 
*^ would receive from it!" And it is clear enough 
from the passages in his letter here quoted, that 
the good old secretary, besides being " a very in^ 
^^ dustrious and honest man,** had on this occasion 
sagacity and penetration enough to suspect that 
the king's advantage was not the only object 
contemplated by these self-commissioned diplo- 
matists and auto-plenipotentiaries. 

Lord Clarendon's relation of the manner, in 
which he deceived his king ; deserted his pupil ; 
abandoned his post; renounced his colleagues; 
grieved his friends; and in one common disgust 
and indignation united ^^ all, who agreed in no- 
^^ thing else," has been presented to the reader in 
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the first volume of this work, and may be found 
at page 36. 

f. ^^ fFell; I was at least too tcell pleased unth ity 
and might with duty enough have declined it ; to 
which I was obliged out of the conscience of being 
of some use to him in his counsels ahotit his per- 
son^ and of notorious insufficiency for this other 
employment^' &c.] The good old secretary is not 
warranted in charging the chancellor with bein^ 
too well pleased: all/ that the latter has said/ is 
that he was exceedingly pleased. For the rest this 
honest and industrious man is correct enough 
in his remarks, which speak the sentiments of all 
the chancellor's fHends. 

^^ They, who loved him, were sorry for him and 
^^ themselves. They thought he deserted a path 
*^ he had long trod, and was well acquainted with ; 
'^ and was henceforth to move, extra sphteram 
^^ activitatisy in an office he had not been ao 
^^ quainted with.** gee vol. i. p. 37. 

g. I do not deny^ that when the icing had com-' 
manded me, the more I thought of it^ with refer- 
ence to my own quiet and content, the morelUhd 
it, and grew less sorry that the king was pleased 
to think Jit that I should be for some time at a dis- 
tance from his person and counsels.'] ^^ Grew less 
^^ sorry !** Who yet ever heard of his being sorry 
at all ? But that after the king's command he 
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liked the more that^ whieh be liad liked before 
so much^ a fresh proof has been given in the last 
edition of the History of the Rebellion ; where it 
is shewn how mueh^ in all the former^ the manu-r 
script has been abridged. As written by lord 
Clarendon it appears that this passage stood thus^ 
after ^^ the lord Cottington's heart was much set 
** upon this employment^-^-^nd he knew well that 
*^ if it took air before the king was well prepared 
^^ and. resolved, it would be much opposed as to 
^^ the chancellor's part ; because many, who did 
^^ not love him^ yet thought his presence about the 
" king to be of some use ; therefore would do all 
^^ they could to divert his going : and theriefore 
^^ he managed it so warily with the king, alid 
*^ presented the whole scheme to hf,m so dexterously y 
^^ that his majesty was much pleased with it, and 
'^ approved it ; and spake of it to the chancellor, 
^^ as a business he liked, and promised himself 
'^ much good from it ; and therefore persuaded 
^^ him to undertake it cheerfully. Whereupon the 
^^ chancellor desired him to think well of it, for 
^^ he was confident that many would dissuade his 
^^ majesty from employing him that way ; Merc- 
^^ fare he only besought him^ that when he was so 
^^ far resohed upon it as to publish it, he ijuould 
" not be afterwards prevailed with to change his 
^^ purpose ; which the king said he would not do ; 
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'^ and shortly after declared his resolution pub- 
*^ lickly,'' &c. See Hist. vol. vi. p. 313. 

1^ our journey had been as soon undertaken as 
itwaSresolvedy ♦ * * ♦ we had then done 
more in this court in a montKs time than we can 
now in six."] It was not of importance when the 
journey had been undertaken^ but when it should 
be accomplished. If the reader will take the 
trouble of turning to the first volume^ he will 
find at page 41 passages enough transcribed to 
shew that, after the journey had been undertaken, 
the progress was retarded for weeks, because no 
'' house had been provided*' for the ambassadors 
at Madrid : and that even after their arrival there 
all business was suspended, until they ^^ had a 
^^ house provided for them.** And when at last 
^^ a good house had been put into their hands, 
^* they were compelled to defer their remove for 
'^ at least a week, to devise a place where to make 
'^ a kitchen ; there being no chimney big enough 
*^ to roast a joint of meat, but only hearths, upon 
" which several pipkins might be set together." 
Now although a pipkin might serve for the cook- 
ing of an oUa podrida ; and that national dainty 
suffice for the entertainment of the old semi- 
hidalgo Cottington, his right honourable colleague 
was a man of another kidney. Accordingly we 
find that he did as much, in proportion, towardis 
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improving the marquis of Villa Magna*s house^ as 
Augustus did for Rome. For (when he was at 
length feirly, that is forcibly, driven out of Ma- 
drid^) there, where he had found hearths and 
pipkins^ he left ^^ a chimney and ovens ; which 
" accommodated them well.** To afford such ac- 
commodations these latter fixtures seem to have 
been essentially requisite. Among his Epistolae 
ad fe^miliares, otherwise State Papers, there is one 
from Jersey addressed to the lord Cottington, in 
which he reminds him how, while the king was at 
Oxford, it used to be remarked by his lordship 
that the chancellor was never absent from the hall 
of Oriel College on those days, when there was 
^ a pasty of venison'' for dinner* (State Papers, 
vol. ii. p. 290.)* 

Alas ! I am on very ill terms with my friends, 
if they censure me as changed into a better cour^ 
tier, for writing so often to the queen and lord 
Jermyn.'] If his friends had seen the letters 
written to the queen and lord Jermyn long pre- 
vious to the chancellor's embassy, they would 
have known that he could hardly have been 
changed into a better courtier. 

To have written at all to the queen and lord 
Jermyn may seem to be in positive disobedience 
to the fifth article of the Secret Instructions. But 
then, be it remembered, these were " his own in- 
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^^ stractions prepared** by himself. And sareljf^ 
if he was. empowered by the king (without the 
advice^ <M>ncarrenee^ or knowledge of his privy 
coaneil^) to impose on himself such regulations, 
as he might have thought fit^ he could not have 
Jbeen incompetent to g)*ant to himself a dispensa- 
tion^ exempting him from such observance o/ them 
as he might home found inconvenient. 
J- JTrf upon' my word toe have not above once writ 

^ther^ without writing to tfou,] Whether that 
once was when the two following letters of the 
same date, were dispatched, there is no possibility 
of ascertaining. But at all events they are not 
incurious, 
k. Nor can. I grow remiss or lazy in the Mng's 

^ service. God knows my heart entertains no other 
thoughts day or night but how I best may serve 
him.2 " The chancdlor of the exchequer^ who was 
^^ designed by the king to attend him in Ireland, 
^^ expected only to hear that he was arrived 
" there ; till when he could not present his me- 
" morials so particularly as was demanded ; nor 
^^ prepare himself for his voyage thither: and so 
" they rested for some time without giving the 
" court any further trouble by audiences ; and 
"enjoyed themselves in no unpleasant retreat 
^^ from business^ The chancellor betook himself 
" to the learning the language by reading their 
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^^ books^ of which he made a good eoUectioii^ and 
^^ informing himself the best he could of the 
^^ goverament^ &c. and there i^^an his devotion 
'^ upon the Psalms^ which be finished in another 
*^ banishment.** (Hist, vol. vi. p. 390.) 

Another banishment I The last of his three ac* 
qmescences was indeed a banishment: but the 
second^ passed in Spain^ if a banishment^ was self 
inflicted; and has been elsewhere mote properly 
called one of his '^ vacations and retreats from 
^^ business of trouble and vexation :** during which 
he did ever after ^' acknowledge that he did re^ 
^^ ceive much r^reshment and benefit: though 
^' the employment proved ineffectual for the pur- 
^^ poses intended.'* 

Instead of he there began, he ought to have 
written^ he there continued his devotion on the 
Psalms. It was while ^^ to his wonderfal con- 
^^ tentment in the very cheerful society of air 
'^ George Carteret and his lady*' in Jersey ; (where 
*' bene vixit qui bene latuit^**) that he first dedi- 
cated some of these hours of leisure to composing 
his ^^ Contemplations and Reflections upon the 
** Psalms of David." These are dated^ Jersey 
Dec. 26th, 1647. 

His Contemplations upon the 68th and twoBiograpiiu 
following Psalms are dated, Antwerp July 16th, * " 

VOL. II. p 
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1651 : which^ he says, were written a little after 
his retuni from Spain. 

Indeed during the period of his embassy^ the 
very full and particular relation, whkh he has 
given, of his numerous avocations and various 
pursuits shews that he could have had but Mttle 
time to bestow on these his ^^ devotional exercises*"* 

Upon the whole, after tibiat secretary Nicholas 
had finished the reading of this long letter^ he 
probably was of opinion that there was much of 
truth in the French proverb's saying — Qui s^ex^ 
cuse, s*accu»e ; and not less of justice in his having 
reproved the disingenuous selfishness and reserve 
of ^^ his bosom-friend." Nor is it likely that he 
was less able to distinguish between real motives 
and ostensible objects than the lord Treasurer 
and the chancellor of the Exchequer, when vainly 
attempting to impose on each other. For, while 
the former was protesting his conviction that ^^ if 
^^ the king would be advised by him to send them 
" two on an extraordinary embassy into Spain, 
'^ they should be able to do his majesty good 
^^ service ;" the latter knew that he was only 
" considering how to disentangle himself from 
^^ attending his royal master into Ireland, and to 
/^ find a good occasion to spend the remainder of 
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^^ his ag^ where he had spent so much of his 
'* youth." And while sir Edward Hyde was de- 
claring '^ he would be only passive on the poiiit/ 
(of recommending this measure ;) but that ^^ if 
^^ the king could be wrought upon to speak of it 
'^ as according with his own wishes^ he would 
^^ then submit to his majesty's commands ;" the 
lord Cottington was well aware that ^^ he was 
'^ weary of the company^ he was in ; and weary of 
^*^ waiting longer on so desperate a fortune :" and 
on the other hand knew, — ^no one better, — ^with 
what delight he expatiated on his acquiescence of 
more than two years in Jersey, on his vacation 
from irksome biusiness, on his retreat from vexa- 
tious trouble, and on the refreshment of his spirits 
in cheerful society. 

(8.) 

The lord Cottington and sir Edward Hyde to the 
lord Jermyn. 

Our very good Lord, 

# * « # # # 

Here have, since our last from ytmr lordsMpy 
arrived two expresses from Pai-is to the Venetian 
ambassador ; the first, with letters of the 17th of 
the last, which came hither with great expedition. 
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and the last with others of the 2nd of this month ; 
by which we find that your lordship had no notice 
of these dispatches ; neither can we discov^ that 
Gontareni hath been yet with the queen; which 
by his appointment he should have been some 
days before the date of your last letter: so that it 
is very probable^ what desire soever they seem to 
have of the queen's interposition^ they do in truth 
more desire to have the whole and entire. mana- 
gery of the business to themselves; and we shall 
ih^reftn^e forbear meddling further in H^ except we 
receive immediate commcmdsfrom the queen (who 
can best judge when the king's mediation^ will be 
seasonable and effectual)^ or are called up<m here 

to do some assistance towards it. 

* * * * * * 

We have at present nothing more for enlarge- 
ment^ and so kiss your hand^ as 

Your lordship's 
very affectionate humble Servants. 
Madrid, this 18th of March, 1650. 

A rough draught by sir Edward Hyde. 



Since our last from your lordship .] Since our 
last implies that there had been at least tu)o 
letters received by their Excellencies from the 
lord Jermyn antecedently to the date of the one^ 
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the rough draught of which by sir £d. Hyde is 
here given. Th^« are also preserved among the 
Clarendon State Papers two other letters from the 
extraordinary ambassadors to the lord Jermyn of 
earlier dates than the present : the one of Dec. 
13, 1649 ; and the other of Feb. 25th, 1650 ; and 
both endorsed as ^^ rough draughts by sir £d: 
** Hyde.** Now it may here be again observed 
that all correspondence by letter, excepting with 
the king alone, was forbidden in the secret instruct 
turns ; his majesty having pledged himself ^^ care- 
" fully with his own hand** to answer all their 
letters. But moreover be it remembered, that 
-the lord Jermyn, howbdt *^ the queen's chief 
^^ officer, and governing all her majesty's receipts,** 
was at this time ^^ under no character,** and had 
^' no relation of service" as a minister of state ; 
any more than Ned Hyde in 1643, when secre- 
tary Nicholas ^ embraced and called him his 
*^ son," because ^^ he was doing the greater part 
*^ of the business" in that office, where he was 
already named to be his heir and successor. 
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(9.) 
Sir Edward Hyde to her Majesty. 

May it Please your Majesty, 

Since my lord Treasurer (and I) presented our 
humble duties jointly to your majesty on the 
25th of last months / have received the particular 
favour and honour your majesty did vouchsafe me 
on the 31st of January, which I shall carefully 
preserve as a precious monument of your grace a$id 
goodness towards me ; and which will he an unan- 
swerable reproach to me, if I ever shall commit a 
fault in my devotion to your vmjesty. 

We have this evening had an audience with the 
king. He received us very graciously, and pro- 
mised we should speedily have an answer; and 
that we might be confident, he would do the ut- 
most for his majesty, his own condition would 
suffer. We hope, we shall shortly know what his 
utmost is ; yet / remember your majesty told me 
at Paris, that I would ^nd this people full of 
delay ; which I have had too much reason, and too 
frequently to remember. 

I am so ambitious that your mcyesty should 
know my heart in all thirds, that I could not 
conceal my present fears, though they may be 
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liable to ceofiure ; yet proceeding from entire de- 
votion to your majesty y I am confident will never 
render me unworthy your majesty*s protection 

as^ 

Madam^ 

your majesty^s most obliged 

and most humble Servant. 
Madrid, ISOx March, 1651. 

A copy, by Mr. Edgman, endorsed by himself. 



I remember ytmr majesty told me at Paris^ that 
I would ^find this people ftdl of delay ; which I 
have had too much reason, and too frequently to 
remember^ Were it not known, on the queen*s 
authority, how ^^ far the chancellor was even from 
*^ giving her fair words and flattering her," his 
own more recent protestation, — ^that *^ he could 
'* as soon turn witch, and give himself to the devil, 
'^ as descend to any little ^le arts and tricks to 
*^ get the favour of this, or that, body ; and that 
" he reckoned it (the former) the honester way to 
^^hell of the two/* — would alone remove all 
doubt of the fact, extraordinary as it must seem, 
that sir Edward Hyde, until his last audience of 
her majesty, had never heard that dilatoriness in 
their proceedings, not less than gravity in their 
deportment, was proverbially characteristic of 
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^^ this people ;** with whom he was about to reside 
in an employment^ which to himself wsush—^' extra 
^' sphasram actwitaiisr 

But this conclusion is negatively corroborated 
by the chancellor's omitting to remind the queen 
of another prediction^ with which on the same 
occasion her majesty had honoured him; and 
which he had also verified on his own experi- 
ence ; namely^ that this extraordinary embassy 
would be ^^ fruitless^ as to any advantage the Icing 
^ would receive from it." Since it is natural that 
the intelligence^ which a man for the first time re^ 
ceiveSj of a truth unknown and unsuspected 
should impress itself moire deeply on his memory, 
and be more present to his recollection, than such 
as is already n6t less familiar to him than to his 
informant. 

(10.) 
The lord Chancellor to the earl of Anglesey.* 

My good Lord, 

I have received your favour of the 8th, and am 
very glad all thoise alarms of your frequent indis- 

* Arthur Annesley was created earl of Anglesey in 1661. 
He was treasurer of the navy, and at this tune jointly with the 
earl of Orrery a commissioner for settling the afiairs of Ireland ; 
afterwards lord privy-seal. 
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* 

positions are over, you had need of a very con- 
firmed health, for you have many labours to 
struggle <with, and of more troublesome and ex- 
orbitant nature, than those difficulties we wriestle 
with here, which yet puzzle us enough. My lord 
lieutenant doth upon all occa»ons acknowledge 
the great assistance he hath from you in his ma- 
jesty's service, and I doubt you both want more 
hands to help you ; and therefore / am the m&te 
sorry for the absence of my lard Orrery in such a 
conjuncture ; and I have now more cause to lamehi 

Bishop Bumet says — " In Ireland the English interest was 
*^ managed by two men of a very indifferent reputation^ the 
" earls of Anglesey and Orrery." 

He further says in another passage 5 — '^ Another man who 
" passed through many great employments was Ahnesky^ ad- 
" vanced to be earl of Anglesey -, who had much more know- 
" ledge^ (than Shaftesbury^ and was very learned^ chiefly in 
** law. He was a man of a grave deportment ; but stuck at 
*' nothings and was ashamed of nothing. He was neither loved 
" nor trusted by any man on any side 3 and he seemed to have 
" no regard to common decencies : but sold every thing that 
*' was in his power ; and sold himself so often^ as at last the 
'' price feU so low that he grew useless.** 

The right reverend Historian afterwards adds : — '' He was 
" one of those five who, having great credit with the presbyte- 
" rian party, and being men of much dexterity, had the chief 
'* hand in engaging the nation in the design of the Restoration. 
" They were put in great posts by the earl of Clarendon's 
" means. By which he lost most of the cavaliers ^ who could 
" not bear the seeing such men so highly advanced and so much 
" trusted." (Burnet's Hist, of his own Times.) 

VOL. II. q 
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it, upen a very near ccncemmeni of my awn, ia 
fp&ich I have hitherto forborne to trouble you^ 
bang moit asisured of big solicitatioii^ and as 
^scmident of your friendship^ in an affair^ how it6ar 
koerer relatin|^ to me^ in which I was an absolnte 
stranger^ until my lord Lieutwuant and my lord 
Orrery wrote me word^ that there would in a very 
short time^ even as soon as they could receive my 
advice^ be a considerable sum of money ready to 
be paid to my orders, upon sm assignment the 
king hath been pleased to make to that purpose. 
I was surprized with it, and looked upon it as a 
dream, till other letters from my lord Orrery told 
me the money was received ; and though it was 
upon the necessity of the State applied to the 
present occasions, it would before this time be 
repaid, and ready to answer any occasions of 
mine, and his last told me it was ready. 

Upon this confidence, I did engage myself in a 
purchase, which t am obliged to perform by the 
middle of the next term, and if I should be dis* 
appointed, I should have great reason to wish 
that I had never heard of it. I desired my lord 
Orrery not to trouble himself or any other friends 
furthei in the matter of exchange, than to put the 
money into the hands of sir Daniel Bellingham ; 
and upon notice that it is there, I shall myself 
negociate here with sir Thoihas Vyner for my 
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own accbimnodation.* He writes me word that 
it will be 80^ but being now gone from DubliOt 
except your fnendsfaip take eiS^ctual caire that ^he 
money be pat speedily into the baod^ of sir Dani^ 
BelUngban^ I idiall be in ill ease here. I do not 
in the leafit degree doubt your more than ordi* 
nary care <m my behalf thepefof^e J pray let B»e 
know as soon as may be, what I may depirod 
upon for the present or the fature in this affair. 



I am sure when I begun this letter^ I n^eaat 
not it should have reached to half this lengthy but 
you know I could never be very short when I was 
in conference with you; yet I cannot conclude^ 

* In this letter we find the authority of the truth of the chan- 
cellor's relation given in the second volume of his Life at page 
9S. — "^ After lie was nfcnniBd /of all this/'— (triek of haa giKid 
fnends to counteract and fmstrate his own foolishness) " he did 
'^ not think that there was any thing left for him to do^ but to 
'^ make his humble acknowledgments to his majesty for liis 
" I9»y«l bo«]tty $ and to take care fpr the reodvii^ a«d trans- 
^' mitting Hxe money -, and doubted not but that he might re- 
" ceive it very honestly." As he immediately adds that — ** He 
*^ did tiierefofe wait vpon his majesty with that 4^ thai 
^ became him j** and as we see in this ktter that he instimtly 
complied with the lord Orrery's request by " giving directions 
^'for the disposal of the money ; whether he toculd httte it t^- 
** twmed int» England,or Imd ottt in kmdin Irekmd:"" Hi is im^ 
dear that in all^ there bad been thus^left for the chancellor to 
do, the only difficulty^ if indeed there was any, must have been 
in this *' doubting not that he might receiw4t very honcoHf;'' 
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without very earnestly bespeaking all possible 
favour from you in the behalf of the earl of 
Portland, and as justice to his father's memory, 
that the assignment the king intended to his. ad- 
vantage, may by your extraordinary kindness be 
rendered effectual to his son, who, God knows 
hath need of it for the payment of some crying 
debts, which must else inevitably- blast all his 
hopes. He is a worthy young man ; I pray say 
somewhat to me upon it, and give Will: Brodrick 
leave to solicit you on his behalf. God bless 
you, and my good lord, 

Your*s, &c. 

Worcester House, April 18th, 1663. 



It is mentioned more than once in the Life of 
the earl of Clarendon, as being a curious coinci- 
dence that — ^^ at the very same time, and the very 
" day, that the chancellor received the letter from 
" the lord Lieutenant" (explanatory of this most 
unexpected grant out of the Irish confiscations,). 
^^ the earl of Portland came to him, and informed 
" him of a difference between the lord Lovelace and 
^* sir BuUtrode fVhitehche upon a defect in the 
^^ title of certain lands ;*' and being desirous to 
reconcile these two disputants, and to prevent an 
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expensive litigation^ " proposed to the chancellor 
'^'the buying this land, which lay next to some 
« land he had in Wiltshirer 

There seems to be here another notable coinci- 
dence: that at the very same time, and the very 
day, and in the very letter^ when recommending 
himself to the ^^ more than ordinary care" of the 
earl of Anglesey in his own behalf y the chancellor 
should'SO earnestly ^^ bespeak" the noble commis- 
sioner's '^ extraordinary, kindness'' in favour of 
*^ this worthy young man'* 

Of all the many thousand readers of lord Cla- 
rendon's Life did ever any one suspect^ or con- 
ceive to be possible, that it was after such a letter 
as this had been written, that the illustrious auto^ 
biographer could have ^^ great reason to complain 
." of these his very good friends ; who first disposed 
" his majesty tothat act ofgracCy andwerenot after- 
^^ wards solicitous enough, in their several places, to 
*^ make it effectual to him ?" In excuse for a supine- 
ness at once so perfidious and ungrateful, it would 
be in vain to plead inadvertency, or an uninter- 
mitted pressure from the accumulating weight of 
official duties. Since it is evident, that the chan- 
cellor neglected not to refresh their memories; 
or rather, by anticipation, *^ to whet (ere yet it 
could have become) the ^^ almost blunted purpose." 
We find him vigilant alike to remove all doubts 
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Vkd to afford every facility, towards a fall and 
speedy accompUehment of " the king's signal 
^^ bounty; it being under so good a security 0^ an 
'^ aetofparliwientr To whieh howbeit the royal 
assent must have been suneptitioitsly obtained: 
ftnee the lord Mgh chancellor^ of EnglasEid^ then, 
moreover virtually prime minister, and in all the 
undivided plenitude of dictatorial influence, and 
delegated sovereignty, '^ often protested that he 
^^ never saw the act of parliaments and toas vergf 
'^ confident that he never heard f^ it at the time ; 
" or till two years qfter it had passed r 

Nor was this the only necessary consequence 
to be lamented of his ^^ being often absent firom the 
'^ council, by reason of the gout'' The notoriety of 
that too frequently recurring infirmity was pro- 
bably taken advantagie of by the earl of Orrery, 
when he suggested, not only the king*s being 
moved to coiner upon the chancellor some part (f 
that money to he raised from forfeited estates or 
otherwise in Ireland; to the end that his mqjesty 
might be aklfi to gnU^fy those of the irish nation, 
who hadamfthing of merit towards him, or had been 
less fofulty ; but also that '^ a clause of secrecy 
^^ should be inserted^ lest, ^the chancellor should 
^ hmoe notice of the grant, he should be so foolish as 
^ to obstruct it*" And this, no doubt, he would 
have made bold to do ; althMgh he did not con- 
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sider himself at liberty to reject the money^ after 
it had been l^o granted. 

Alas ! that the simplicity of plain-dealing should 
be thus circumvented by the contrivances of 
worldly wisdom ! Surely then, not with less rea- 
son than Falstaff, on detecting lime in his sack, 
here the earl of Clarendon might have exclaimed, 
— " there is nothing but roguery to be found in 
" villainous man.'' 
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MEMOIRS 



OF 



SIR JOHN BERKLEY. 



In the Year 1647^ her Majesty^ and his Highness 
the Prince of WaJes^ were pleased to send me into. 
Holkmdy to condole the death of the Prince of 
Orange ; and having performed that office^ I re- 
turned with Mr. John and Mr. William Ashbum- 
ham, to France J by the way of Calais ; where we 
met with the news of his Majesty's being seized 
by one Comet Joyce, in Holmhy House^ from 
whence he was carried with a guard of 400 horse^ 
towards the army^ the Comet producing no au« 
thority, whereby to warrant this proceeding. TThe 
next Post brought us advertisement to Calais^ 
that his Majesty was well received by the olBlcers 
and soldiers of the Army, and that there were 
great hopes conceived, that they would both 
concur to establish his Majesty in his just Rights. 
From Calais we w;ent to Rouen,, ^here wc; met a 
confirmation of this intelligence^ and hmrd withal^ 
tlmt one Sir Edward Ford (who was brother-in- 
law to Commissary-general Ireton) was sent^ by 
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her Majesty and bis Highaess the Prince offTales, 
into England, to discover the intentions of the 
Army, and to promote an agreement between his 
Majesty and them. From Rouen, we went to 
St Germain's ; where, we were no sooner arrived, 
but we heard that Mr. Denham (who, during his 
imprisonment, had contracted a great familiarity 
with Mr. Peters, a preacher, and a powerful 
person in the Army,) was dispatched on a C!om-, 
mission to the like effect, with that of Sir Edward 
Ford. As I was going-up to her Majesty, I met, 
accidentally, with my Lord Culpepper, who scarce 
had saluted me, before he told me, that I must 
prepare myself immediately for another journey, 
her Majesty being resolved to send me into Eng-- 
land, after Sir Edward Ford and Mr. Denham. I 
answered, that I had no pass, nor any acquaint- 
ance with any one of the Army; and that I 
doubted, that, if the King's party should come 
too thick upon them at first, those of the. Army 
would be jealous, that they should have too many 
sharers in the places and preferments, which 
they might, perhaps, meditate to procure aiidpre- 
serve to themselves. His Lordship replied. That, 
if I were afraid to go into England, her MajeMy 
itnd his Highness would serve themselves of some 
other person, because they conceived it necessary 
io employ some to the Army, that might be 
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supposed to have greater, trusty both with the 
Queen in France^ and with the King in England^ 
than either Sir E^ardFord or Mr. Denham had. 
I r^tumed^ That if^ after a serious consideration^ 
it ^ould be judged of use to; dispatch me into 
Eng^ndy I would adventure/ though I had not 
the honour to be very well known to his Majesty, 
and, therefore, could not expect any great trust 
from him. To that i^rt, his Lordship replied, 
That there was an intention to send Mr. John 
Ashhurnham after me ; but, that he would not go 
without a pass, and therefore, that I shouldiiave 
it added to my instructions to procure him one. 
Within few days after, I had my dispatch, and 
went by the way of Dieppe^ where I met with 
Mr. William Legy of the Bedchamber to his Ma- 
jesty. He embarked with me for England; we 
arrived at Hastings^ and from thence went the 
next day towards London. Two miles on this 
side Tunbridge I met with Sir Allen Apsley, who^^";;^^^ 
had been my Lieutenant-governor of Exeter, andcerTof^the 
afterwards Governor of Bamstaphy in the County Aray^send 

_ _. T-r I , 1 i . letters to 

oi, Devon. He told me, that he was gomg to me sir John 

Berkley, 

from CromwelL and some other officers of the offering to 

treat with 

Army, with letters, and a cypher, and instruG-*^«^»^°«^^ 
tioM, which were to this eflfiect : " That he diould JJ^"^^.**^ 
^^ desire me to remember, that, in some confer- SJ^^^^! 
" ences with Colonel Lambert, and other officers june^iMT! 
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^^ of the Army, upon ttie rendering of JSsceter, I 
*^ had taken notice ^f the Army'd bitter inveigfaifig 
'' against the King's person^ a^ if he had been tiie 
^^ worst of men, and their excessive extolling the 
^^ Parliament 5 both which being without any 
^^ colour of ground, I had concluded, that those 
*^ discourses were not out of any persuasion of 
'^ mind, but affected to prepare men to receive 
^^ the alteration of Government, which they in- 
^ tended that the Parliament should effect, by the 
^ assistance of the Army; which I had said, was 
^^ not only a most wicked, but a very difficult, if 
^^ not an impossible, design, for a few men, not of 
'* the greatest quality, to introduce a popular 
^^ Government against the King and his Party, 
*' against the Presbyterians, against the Nobility 
^^ and Gentry, against the Laws established, both 
^^ EcclesiaJBtical and Civil, and against the whole 
'^ Genius of the Nation, that had beeaoL accus* 
^^ tomed, for so many ages, to a Monarchical 
'^ Government. Whereas, on the other £»de, if 
^^ they would but consider, that those of their 
^^ Party had no particular obligations to the Crown, 
^' (as many of the Presbjrterians had,) and there- 
^' fore ought less to despair of his Majesty's Grace 
^^and Favour; — that the Presbyter began this 
'^ War upon i^ecious pretences of making the 
" King a gjiorious King ; — ^that, under that jn^etext. 
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^^ they had deceive many well-meaiung .men^ 
'^ .and hctd brought gre^t things to pass ; but that 
^^ now the mask was taken-^ and they were dis- 
^^ covered to have sought their own advaatages— ^ 
^f and, at the same time, that tibe power to do 
^^ themselves muoh good, or much hurt to others, 
^^ was now almost wrested out of their bands ; 
'^ and that this had been done by the Independent 
^' Party, who could establish themselves, noway 
'^ under Heaven, so justly and prudently, as by 
^' making good what the Presbyterians had <»ily 
t' pretended to do, that is, the resting King and 
'^ People to their just and ancient Rights ; which 
'^ would so ingratiate them with both, that they 
^^ would voluntarily invest them with as much 
^^ trust and power as Subjects are capable of: 
" Whereas, if they griusped at more, it would be 
^' with the general hatred, and with their own de- 
'^ struQtion. To this discourse of mine^ they now 
^' informed me that, at that time, they had only 
'^ given a hearing, but 90 conseait, as proceed^g 
^' from an interest much divided from theirs : but 
'^ that they had since found, by experience, att„ or 
^^ the most part, of it, to b^ so r^as^ud^bH that 
^^ they were resolved to put it in practice^ as I 
^^ might porcelve by what had already paased. 
^^ They desu:ed for the present nothmg oi me, but 
^^ tibat I woiiild prestait them humbly to the QmeeDn 
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^ and Prince, and be Suitor to them in their 
'' names, not to condemn them absolutely, but to 
*^ suspend their Opinions of them, aiid their Pre- 
^' tensions towards his Majesty, and judge them 
^^ rather by their future Behaviour ; of the inno- 
^* cence whereof they had already given some 
^' Testimonies to the World, and would do niore 
" and more, daily. When I should have done 
^^ this Office, they desired I would come over into 
" England, and. become an eye-witness of their 
" proceedings," I thought this rencontre no ill 
Omen to my future proceedings. Sir Allen Apsley 
told me I should have to do with subtil men, that 
governed themselves by other maxims than the 
rest of the World. I remember I answered, that 
the caution was good, and that I would arm my- 
self the best I could; but that it was hard to 
secure oui-selves from malicious men, when we 
were absolutely in their power. I took^ the best 
information I could from Sir Allen Apsley, and 
resolved with him to go into London, before I 
went to the King or the Army, that I might be 
enlightened by the most able men of our Party ; 
which I did, and collected this following discourse 
iTic state from them. 

of tbe two 

Srertm^^ During the time his Majesty was at Newcastle, 
i^^praf the Independent Party was so prevalent in the 
junM647. H^^^® ^^ Commons, that the Presbyterians were 
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forced to consent to have the King rendered by 
the Scots to the Parliament ; and his Majesty was 
accordingly delivered by them to the English 
Committee, and a guard of English set upon him 
of the Presbyterian party, and no passionate ene- 
mies of his Majesty. The Presbyterian party, 
(that was very numerous in the House of Com- 
mons, and over-voted the other in most questions,) 
had engaged themselves privately (by some of 
their Chiefs) to the Scots in two points ; first, that 
the Army should be disbanded, and then that the 
King should be brought to his Parliament with 
Honour and Safety. The disbanding was gone- 
abotit very seriously by the Parliament ; and a 
Conimittee (whereof the Earl of Warwick was the 
chief) chosen, and accordingly sent to Newmarket, 
or Sqffronnwalden, where the Army then lay. 
Many of the Army professed really their obedi- 
ence to the Parliament as to the disbanding ; but 
none more solemnly than Cromwell, who made 
great execrations against himself in the House, if 
he did not desire it cordially. He had always 
professed great submission to the Parliament, 
(who had very liberally rewarded him for his 
service,) and was hopeful to have begotten so 
great a confidence in them, that they would have 
been contented to entertain the Army as their 
Pretorian Band ; and therefore was very sorry to 

VOL. II. s 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ 

GXXXViil APPENDIX. 

see tbe House bent to license them^ but durst not 
appear against it, because he had many illwillers 
in the Army, and did believe they durst not, or 
wonld not, unanimously oppose the Parliament in 
that particular, and therefore refused to go to the 
The Army Army, tho' he was sent-for often by the mutinous 

refases £o 

be disband- party, who uppu that score were not a little 
offended with him ; and at length, their discon- 
tents increasing, seeing themselves deserted by 
their superior officers, they thought of some means 
to secure themselves from their ungrateful Par- 
liament, which they began now perfectly to hate ; 

They cbuse and thereupon they chose to themselves Adjuta- 

nenr officers . . , . 

called ^rf- tors m cvcry regiment, and in every troop of 

Juiators, or 

^gitatari, horsc, by whom they engaged themselves to be 

to manaiFe 

their dis- absolutely concluded. The first Resolution these 

pQtes witn ^ 

^IjjJ*"^^" new-elected Officers took, was, not to disband, 
and, the next, to seize the King's Person. Crom- 
well staid very long in London, for one that had 
been the Author of that design : however, he at 
last stole out of Town, and joined with the Muti- 
neers, but did not so readily concur in the seizing 
the King's Person, or at least pretended not to do 
it; For he sent his Kinsman, Whalle^, with 
Orders to use all means but Force, to cause his 
Majesty to return to Holmhy ; but his Majesty 
absolutely refusing, fVhalley marched with hiis 
Majesty towards the Army. 
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This account I had from the most discerning of 
my acquaintance in London^ from whence I went 
to the Head-Quarters at Reading, with intention 
(after I had delivered my Message) to desire 
leave to wait on his Majesty at Causum. I was 
no sooner arrived at Reading, but I spoke with 
Sir Edward Ford and Mr. John Denham. Both 
of them were much of the same advice with those 
I had discoursed with at London concerning the 
present power of the Adjutators, by whom the 
most important affairs of the Kingdom and Army 
were transacted. By them I learnt that his Ma- 
jesty came very unwillingly from Holmhy ; that 
his Majesty would not go to the Army, tho' he 
were earnestly invited by the Officers; that his 
Majesty, against the consent of the Army, con- 
curred with the Vote of the Parliament, to go to 
Richmond, where he would have been out of the 
Army's power, and would not be persuaded out 
of his resolution, till the Army forced the Parlia- 
ment to recal their Vote : Then his Majesty would 
needs go to Windsor^ much against the sense of 
the Army ; but, because they could not persuade 
his Majesty, they forced him from thence by ill- 
usage ; and that the rather, because he would not 
be intreated to pass by the Army in bis way to 
f^indsor : In sum, they doubted that his Majesty 
hearkened to some secret propositions of the 
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Presbyteriansy and bent all his thoughts to make 
an absolute Breach between the Army and the 
Parliament ; which Ireton discerned, and told his 
Majesty plainly, " Sir, you have an intention to 
*^ be the Arbitrator between the Parliament and 
^^ us, and we mean to be it between your Majesty 
*^ and the Parliament." 
Sir Jobn Two or three hours after my arrival, Cromwell 

Berkley 

has a con- scut an ofBccr to excuse him to me, that he could 

ference 

with crom- not Wait ou me till ten at niffht, by reason he was 

well and o ^ J 

^"^enToS- sitting with the Committee of Parliament, and 
Army!^^^ should uot rfsc till thcu. He camc then accom- 
panied with Rainsborough, and Sir Hardress 
fValler. After general discourse, I told him the 
sum of my Instructions from the Queen . and 
Prince ; which were to assure them, that her Ma- 
jesty and his Highness, were not partial to the 
Presbyterians, nor any way averse, to them ; that 
I should endeavour to incline his Majesty to com- 
ply with them, as far as would stand with his 
honour and conscience,; and to dispose them to 
Dec™7a^-^*pi*^ss his Majcsty no farther. His answer was in 
lincere de- thcsc words : " That, whatever the World might 
ingthe "judge of them, they would be found no seekers 

King re- 

Btoiedto ^^ of themselves, farther than to have leave to live 

the exer- 

^"^a?^au- " ^ Subjects ought to do, and to preserve their 
upon^safe " couscicnces ; and that they thought no men 
abk terms' " could cujoy their Lives and Estates quietly, 
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*' without the King had his Rights, which they 
^^ had declared in general terms already to the 
" World, and would more particularly very 
" speedily, wherein they would comprise the 
*^ several Interests of the Royal, Presbyterian, and 
" Independent Parties, as far as they were consist- 
^^ ing with each other;" which I understood after- 
wards, to be meant of the Proposals of the Army. 
I went the next day to the General, by Cromwelts 
direction, to ask his leave to see the King; which 
he was pleased to grant. I delivered my Letters sir John 

Berkley 

and Instructions to his Majesty. I found that hisbas a con- 
ference 
Majesty discovered not only to me, but to every with the 

one he was pleased to converse with, a total diffi- 
dence of all the Army, except Huntington, and 
grounded it chiefly upon the Officers backward- 
ness, to treat of receiving any favour, or advantage 
from his Majesty. I was of his Majesty's sense, 
that men: whose hands were yet hot with the 
blood of his most faithful Subjects, ought not en- 
tirely to be trusted, but thought they ought abso- 
lutely to be well dissembled-with, whilst his 
Majesty was in their hands, at least, that he might 
the better get out of them; and, to this end, I 
offered several expedients ; as, to suffer Peters to 
preach before his Majesty, of which he was very 
ambitious ; and to converse with him, and others 
of the Army, with freedom ; and, by 9II means, to 
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endeavour to gain the good opinion of the most 
active Adjutators, and the like. But his Majesty 
concurred in none of them ; which made me 
doubt that his Majesty valued my reasons some- 
thing the worse on account of the Author of 
them ; and therefore I meditated nothing so much, 
as to procure a pass for Mr. John Ashbumham, 
with whom I hoped I might prevail, and he with 
his Majesty ; which, within few days after, I did 
obtain, and caused it to be delivered to his 
Servant. 

About four days after my coming to the Army, 
there came two General Officers from the Council 
of War to me, to let me know, that they had been 
informed that I had some wrong done me upon 
the Rendition of Exeter^ to a great value ; and 
that, if I would put the sum under my hand, they 
would see that I should hav.e satisfaction. I gave 
them most hearty thanks ; but withal told them, 
that I came not to them upon my own business, 
but that of his Majesty; which as soon as they 
should dispatch, no man living would be more 
ready to receive and acknowledge this, or any 
other, £a,vour from them ; till then, it would no 
way become me to do it. This was a generosity 
which those Self-denyers thought might do well 
in discourse and speculation ; but could not un- 
derstand it, when brought into practice, and 
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therefore concluded that I was so great a Presby- 
terian^ that I would chuse rather to loose twelve 
hundred pounds (which was my pretension) than 
to offend my Lord Roberts, a great Presbyterian, 
who must have made me reparation ; in which 
opinion they were confirmed by two Letters they 
had lately perused, the one from Sir Marmaduke 
Langdale, at Antwerp, a^d the other from Sir 
William Fleetwood, at London; both affirming^ 
that to their knowledge I was an engaged Presby- 
terian. I was altogether a stranger to them both^ 
and therefore did attribute this^-either to their 
envy that I was admitted^ or grief that they were 
excluded from the employment, between his Ma- 
jesty and the Army. However it was, upon those 
surmises Cromwell came to expostulate the matter 
plainly with me, and I replied to him in these 
words. That I was as much Presbyterian as Inde- 
pendent ; that I, as well as others^ was inclined 
to think the better of them, because they pre- 
tended to mind the King's Restoration ; but bid 
them be assured, that as soon as I should discover 
they were not real, I, and, I thought, all the 
King's Party, would join with any that would but 
dissemble better than they ; and concluded, that 
I thought nothing would separate the Crown and 
the King's Party. Cromwell seemed not unsatis- 
fied with this plain dealing, and so left me. The 
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next day, Huntingtoriy who was sent to me by the 
King, made me acquainted with two General 
Officers, whom I durst not name, because they 
are obnoxious to the present power. With these 
I had often, and free Communication; and in- 
quiring what opinion they had of the Army in 
general, as to a conjunction with the King, they 
replied, that they did believe, it was universally 
desired both by the Officers and Adjutators ; — 
that, if Cpomwell was not real in it, he was a 
great Dissembler, and so was Ireton ; — that, for 
the present the whole Army was so bent upon it, 
that they durst not be otherwise ; — that, if they 
should ever happen to change, they should easily 
discover it ; and, because they had been, in great 
part, the cause that Sir Allen Apsley was sent to 
me, they thought themselves obliged to give me 
all the light they could of things and persons ; 
which to the last they performed, in my opinion, 
most sincerely. I let them know at our first 
meeting, that I doubted therie would be three 
great difficulties, which would obstruct the Agree- 
ment. First, they would expect that the King 
should not only give them Liberty of Conscience, 
but alter the Established Ecclesiastical Govern- 
ment, which his Majesty was persuaded, he could 
not in conscience do. The second, that they 
would- not be contented to separate some few men 
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from the Courts and from bearing great Offices^ 
unless they and their Posterity were ruined, and 
that by the King's Act ; which his Majesty could 
not in honour permit. And, thirdly, that they 
would not be contented with a security of the 
Militia, during his Majestie's life ; and his Majesty 
could not grant it farther, but infinitely to the 
prejudice of his posterity. They assured me that 
his Majesty would be pressed in none of these 
particulars, and that there was a draught of Pro- 
posals, which Ireton had drawn, and which would 
certainly be voted by the whole Army, wherein 
there was nothing tending to any such purpose ; 
and, if his Majesty would consent to them, there 
would be an end of all difficulties; and they 
thought that, the sooner his Majesty did it, the 
better it would be; because there was no cer- 
tainty in the temper of the Army, which they had 
observed to have altered more than once already. 
I asked whether I might not have a sight of these 
proposals ; they answered, when I pleased. I went sir John 

Berkley 

with them to Ireton for that purpose, and remmned examines 

the pro- 

\nth him almost till morning. He permitted me posais of 

the Army 

to alter two of the articles, and that in most ma-i?<^<>"i^°<=' 

' tion with 

terial points; and I would have done a third, ^°™^^;^^ 
which was, the excluding seven persons (that '*^ '"***"* 
wete not named) from pardon, and the admitting 
of bur party, Xo sit in the next Parliament. To 
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the first he answered, That being they had pre- 
vailed in the War, if they should not in the sight 
of the World make some distinction between 
themselves and those that were worsted (who 
always bear the blame of pnblick quarrels) they 
had so many malicious enemies, both in the 
Parliament and Army, that they should be cen- 
sured of betraying their party, and to have sought 
their own ends by private and indirect means. 
To the second. He confessed that he should him- 
self be afraid of a Parliament, wherein the King's 
party should have the major vote : but after the 
agreement, if the King's party, and they, could 
piece kindly and cordially together, there would 
be nothing easier, than to procure his Majesty 
satisfaction in those two particulars. He con- 
cluded, by conjuring me, as I tendered his Majes- 
tie's good and welfare, that I would endeavour to 
prevail with him, to grant the proposals, that they 
might with the more confidence propound them 
to the Parliament, and make an end of all differ- 
ences. Out of my discourses and inquiries, I 
Of thcOtoi- collected these observations : First, that the Army 
inciina -" was govcmed partly by a Council of War, and 

tions of the 

Army at partly by a Council of the Army, or Agitators, 

the time of 

making wherciu the General had but a single voice : that 

these pro- ^ 

thrKi^. ^««)/<35ar, the General, had little power in either ; 
that Cromwell, and his son Ireton, with their 
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Friends and Partisans, governed the Council of 
War absolutely, but not that of the Army, which 
was the most powerful, though they had a strong 
party there also; but the major part of the Adju- 
tators carried it. Amongst these Ac^utators, Many of 
there were many ill-wishers of Cromwell, looking ton are 

jealous of 

on him as one who would always make his advan-t^e ambiti- 
ous designs 

tages out of the Army. These observed that^^^crom- 
Cromwell resolved to prosecute his ambitious 
ends, through all means whatsoever, and did not 
only dissemble, but really change his way td those 
ends ; and, when he thought the Parliament 
would make his fortune, resigned himself totally 
to them, even to the disbanding of the Army be- 
fore it was paid: When the Presbyterians pre- 
vailed, he took the Covenant : When he quitted 
the Parliament, his chief dependence was on the 
Army, which he endeavoured, by all means, to 
keep in unity ; and, if he qould not bring it to his 
s^ise, he, rather than suffer any division in it, 
went-over himself, and carried his friends with 
him, into that way which the Army did chuse ; 
and that faster than any other person in it. Upon 
this ground, when the Army was for the Parlia- 
ment, no man so violent as he in both : When the 
Army became for the King against the Parliament, 
no man drove so furiously as he : and, when the 
Army changed a third time for the Parliament, 
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and against the King^ he was still the Leader: 
and, if the Army shall change a fourth time, to 
become Levellers (though he will oppose this at 
first, as he did all other changes), no man shall 
Qut-go him in Levelling. All that he seems to 
desire is, that the Army would be constant in any 
way, that he might not be necessitated to the 
playing of so many different parts, he being 
equally indifferent to all that will afford him equal 
advantages. 

When I came to Reading, I found many of the 
Adjutators jealous, that Cromwell was not sincere 
for the King, and they desired me, if I found him 
false to their engagement, that I would let them 
know it, and they did not doubt to set him right. 
But he ap- either with, or against, his will. But, in all my 

peared to 

Sir John conferences with him, I found no man, in appear- 

Berkley to 

erttydSiir- ^^^^9 ^^ zealous for a speedy blow as he ; some- 

^edj * times wishing that the King was more frank, and 

JSrSr* would not tie himself so strictly to narrow 

^^' maxims ; sometimes complaining of his son Iretan^s 

slowness in perfecting the proposals, and his not 

accommodating more to his Majesty's sense; 

always doubting, that the Army would not pre- 

seiTC their good inclinations for the King. I met 

with him about three days after I came to Read- 

ingy as he was coming from the King, then at 

Causum: He told me, that he had lately seen 
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the tenderest sight that ever his eyes beheld^ 
which was the. interview between the King and 
his Children^ and wept plentifully at the remem- 
brance of it, saying, That never man was. so 
abused as he, in his sinister opinions of the King, 
who, he thought, was the uprightest and most 
conscientious man of his three Kingdoms ; that 
they, of the Independent Party, (as they were 
called) had infinite obligations to him, for not 
consenting to the Scots Propositions at Newcastle, 
which would have totally ruined them, and which 
his Majesty's Interest seemed to invite him to; 
and concluded, with me, by wishing, that God 
would be pleased to look upon him according to 
the sincerity of his heart towards his Majesty. I 
immediately acquainted his Majesty with this 
passage; who seemed not well edified with it, and 
did believe, that all proceeded out of the use 
Cromwell and the Army had of his Majesty, with- 
out whom, he thought, they could dp nothing; 
.and this, I conceive, was inculcated daily, by 
Bamgfield and Loe, at first, and afterwards by 
the Lord Lauderdale, who had frequent accesses 
to his Majesty from the Scots, the Presbyterians, 
and the City of London, who knew there was no- 
thing so fatal to them as a conjunction between 
the King and the Army. Out of all my observa- 
tions I drew these conclusions, which I prosecuted 
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to the best of my power : That bis Msjesty was 
concerned to come to a speedy^ issue with the 
Army; that he might either agree with them^ or 
discover that they intended not to agree with 
him ; and^ in that case^ that his Majesty should 
secure his escape^ and^ in the mean time^ that his 
Majesty should not give them the least colour of 
exception to his actions ; that^ seeing the officers 
were more easily fixed to his Majesty^ by a visible 
prospect of their interest^ in case of a conjunction^ 
I took the least pains with them, and applied my- 
self to Peters and the Adjutators, who swayed 
their officers more than their officers commanded 
them; and, it was more hard to satisfy them 
(being many) in point of interest, than their offi- 
cers, who were few. 

About ten days after my arrival at the Army, 
the contentions grew high and hot between them 
and the Presbyteriaft Party, in the House, (which 
was the major-part by much), and the City of 
London; the one contending to have the Parliar- 
ment purged of corrupt Members ; and the other, 
to have the Army removed farther from the City. 
This caused the Army^s march from Reading to 
Bedford, and, consequently, his Majesty's remove, 
with his wonted guard, from Cat$sum to Wbohum^ 
a house of the Earl of Bedfordy where I procured 
his Majesty ^ sight of the Army's Proposals, six 
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or eight days before they were offered to him in The King 
pablick. His Majesty was much displeased with JJJ^^^^ 
them in general^ sayings That^ if they had a niind ^J^^* ^**' 
to close with him, they would never impose so^e^p^i^*^ 
hard terms upon him. I replied, That, if theysentedto* 
had demanded less than they had done, I shonld Aboatthe 

•^ . 25th of 

have suspected them more than I now did, of in-Jniy,i647. 
tending not really to serve his Majesty, but only 
to abuse him ; since it was not likely that men, 
who had, through so great dangers and diffi- 
culties, acquired so great advantages, should ever 
sit-down with less than was contained in the 
Proposals ; and, on the other side, never was a 
Crown (that had been so near lost,) so cheaply 
recovered, as his Majesty's would be, if they 
agreed upon such terms. His Majesty was of 
another advice, and returned. That they could not 
subsist without him^ and therefore he did not 
doubt but that he should see them very shortly 
be glad to condescend farther ; and then objected 
to three particular points of the Proposals. The The King 

objects to 

first was. The exc€5)tion of seven, not named, from three arti. 

cles of 

pardon. The second. The excluding his party tJ*«m. 
from being eligible in the next ensuing Parlia* 
ment. And the third. That though there was 
nothing done against the Church-government es* 
tablished, yet there was nothing done to assert it. 
To these, I replied. That after his Majesty and 
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the Army ifrere accorded, it would be no iinpossi- 
ble work to make them remit in the first-point ; 
and, if he could not, when his Majesty was re-in- 
stated in his Throne, he might easily supply seven 
perisons beyond the seas, in such sort as to make 
their banishment supportable to them. To the 
second ; That the next Parliament would be ne- 
cessitated to lay great burdens upon the King- 
dom ; and it would be a happiness to the King*s 
Party, to have no voice in them. To the third. 
That the Law was security enough for the Churchy 
and it was happy that men, who had fought 
against the Church, should be reduced (when 
they were superiors), not to speak against it. His 
Majesty broke from me with this expression,. 
^* Well ! I shall see them glad ere long to accept 
more equal terms."* I now began to long impa- 
tiently for Mr. Ashbumham, as hoping he had 
Mr. John some better topicks for his Majesty ; and, within 
Kamarriyesa fcw days after, he arrived, to his Majesty*s great 

in England, 

andconfers contentment as well as mine. His instructions 

with the 

King con- referred to mine, which we were to prosecute 

cerning ' * 

***"*• jointly. I gave him presently all the light I had, 
which he seemed to embrace at first ; but, after 
he had discoursed more amply with his Majesty, 
I found him so &r from crossing him, that he 
abounded in his Majesty's sense, and held after- 
wards this discourse with me; " That, for bis 
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part, he was always bred in the best company, 
and, therefore, could not converse with such 
senseless fellows as the Agitators were ; that, if 
we could gain the officers sure to the King, there 
was no doubt, but they would be able to com- 
mand their own Army, and, therefore he was 
resolved to apply himself totally to them." And 
so he did; and there grew immediately great 
familiarities between him and Whalley, (Captain 
of the Guard that waited on the King,) and then 
with Cromwell and Ireton; and daily messages 
between his Majesty and the head-quarters, which 
Mr. Ashhumham carried, and sometimes me with 
him, though I seldom knew the message ; at least 
he would have me believe I did not ; for he chose 
to speak apart with Crcwwwe// and /refow, when I 
was present, alled^ng, that they would not speak 
freely to two at once. What, with the pleasure of 
having so concurring a second as Mr. Ashhum-- 
ham, and what with the encouraging messages, 
which his Majesty had (by my Lord Lauderdale^ 
and others) from the Presbyterian Party and the 
City of London, who pretended to despise the 
Army, and to oppose them to death, his Majesty 
seemed very much erected; insomuch, that, when 
the proposals were solemnly sent to him, and his 
concurrence most humbly and earnestly desired, 
his Majesty (not only to the astonishment of 

VOL. II. u 



Digitized by 



Google 



Cliv APPENDIX. 

The King Ircton Eiid the rest, but even to mine) enter- 
rejects, 
with difl- tained them with very tart and bitter discourses ; 

dam, the ' •' 

SfX^* saying, sometimes, that he would have no man to 
A^it 2, suffer for his sake, and that he repented of nothing 
^^^' so much as the Bill against the Lord Strqffbrd; 
(which, though most true> was unpleasant for 
them to hear ;) That, he would have the Church 
established according to Law, by the Proposals. 
They replied, it was none of their work to do it ; 
that it was enough for them to wave the point, 
and they hoped, enough for his Majesty, since he 
had waved the Government itself in Scotland. 
His Majesty said, that he hoped God had forgiven 
him that sin, and repeated often. You cannot he 
without me ; You will fall to ruin if I do not sus^ 
tain y(m. Many of the Army that were present, 
and wished well, (at least, as they pretended,) to 
the Agreement, looked wishfully, and with wonder, 
upon me and Mr. Ashbumhain ; and I, as much 
as I durst, upon his Majesty, who would take no 
notice of it, until I was forced to step to him, 
and whisper in his ear ; Sir, your Majesty speaks 
as if you had some secret strength and power that 
I do not know of; and, since your Majesty hath 
concealed it from me, I wish you had concealed it 
from these men to. His Majesty soon recollected 
himself, and began to sweeten his former dis- 
course with great power of language and beha- 
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viour. But it was now of the latest. For Colonel 
Rainsborough^ (who of all the Army, seemed the 
least to wish the accord,) in the middle of the 
Conference stole away, and posted to the Army, 
which he inflamed against the King, with all the 
artificial malice he had. As soon as the Confer- 
ence ended, I followed him to Bedford^ where the 
Army then lay. I met with some of the Adjuta-«omeofthe 

Agitators 

tors, who asked me what his Majesty meant, to of the 

Army are 

entertain their Commissioners so harshly ? I told disguBtedat 

'' the King s 

tbem that Raimborough had delivered it amiss to^J'^^^. ^^ 
to them, as, indeed he had, by adding to the truth. ^^J p" o. 
I then desired a meeting with Ireton, and the rest Pcac^* °^ 
of Jhe superiour officers, and obtained it, and 
there asked them, if the King should grant the 
Proposals, what would ensue ? They replied, they 
would offer them to the Parliament: But, if they 
refused them, what would they do then ? They 
rq>lied, they would not tell me. I then returned, 
that I would tell them, i would lose no more 
time with them : For, if there came of Proposals 
nothing but the propounding, I could then pro- 
pound as well as they. They all replied. That it 
was not for them to say, directly, what they would 
dp against the Parliament ; but, intimated, that 
they did not doubt of being able to prevail with 
the Parliament. When I appeared not fully satis- 
fied with this reply, Rainsborough spoke-out in 
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these words. If they will not agree, we will make 

them; to which the whole company assented* 

The King But wc had a harder work with his Majesty, who 

employs , ^ 

several able was SO far from ffrantinff, that he sent for Sir 

Lawyers ° ° 

and Clergy- gip ThoMos Gardiner, Mv.Jeffry Palmer, and Sir 

men to JUS- ^ u/ i7 - ^ 

Aray ^^ Orlando Bridgman, his learned Counsel, men, in- 
to'co^^ deed, of great abilities and integrity; to these 
fto^Mis. were added Mr. Philip Warwick, Mx.Ashhwmham, 
Mr. Denham, Sir Richard Ford, Dr. Gough (who 
came-over with Mr. Ashhumham from France, Dr. 
Sheldon, Hy. Hammond, and myself. We easily an- 
swered the Proposals, both in point of Law and 
But with- Reason. But we had to do with what was stronger. 

out success. 

All this while there wanted not those that me- 
ditated a better understanding between the Parlia- 
ment and the Army ; but that not taking effect, 
the Army advanced nearer London, and lodged at 
Windsor, and his Majesty at Stoke. At this time, 
those that were supposed best inclined to his Ma- 
jesty, in the Army, seemed much afflicted with 
his Majesty's backwardness to. concur with the 
Army in the Proposals ; and the rather, because 
they conceived great hopes, that, within few 
days, they should be masters of London, which 
they doubted might alter the temper of tiie Army 
towards the King. CromweU, Ireton, and the 
rest of the superiour officers of the Army, knew 
that London would certainly be theirs, two days 
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before they communicated it to the Army; and^ 
therefore^ sent an express to Mr. Ashbumham, 
and to me^ to express to us that^ since his Majesty 
would not yield to the Proposals, yet he should, 
at least, send a kind letter to the Army, before it 
were commonly known that London would sub- 
mit. We caused a meeting of the above-named 
persons at Windsor y where the letter was imme- 
diately drawn: but his Majesty would not sign 
it, till after three or four several debates ; which 
lost one whole day's time, if not more. Mr. Ash- 
hurnham and I went with it, at last, and, upon 
the way, met with messages to hasten it. But, 
before we came to Syon, the Commissiqners from 
Londxm were arrived, and our letter was out of 
season ; for, though his Majesty was ignorant of 
the success, when he signed the letter, yet, coming 
after it was known, it lost both it's grace and if s 
eflcacy. All that the officers could do, they did ; 
which was, whilst the Army was in the Act of 
Thanksgiving to God for their success, to pro- The Amy 
pose, that they should not be elevated with it, butSJT ** 

London, 

keep still to their former engiigement to his Ma-Angn8t6, 

^ ^^^ 1647. And 

jesty, and, once more, solemnly vote the Proposals ; ^^ aga» 
which was accordingly done. The next day the^*<>^^ 
Army marched into London, and some few of the^^J^j^j"^- 
Presbyterian Party, that had been most active ^^^t 
against the Army, disappeared. From London, the c^*°°' 
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Head-quarters came. to Putney, and his Majesty 
was lodged at Hampton-'Court Mr. Ashhurnham 
had> daily^ some message or another from the 
King^ to Cromwell and Ireton, who had enough to 
do both in the Parliament and Ckmncil of the 
Army, the one abounding with Presbyterians, the 
other with Levellers, and both really jealous that 
Cromwell and Ireton had made a private compact 
and bargain with the King: LiUmm, printing^ 
books, weekly, to that effect : and Sir Leu>is Dktesy 
afterwards, acknowledged to me, that, being his 
fellow-prisoner, he had daily endeavoured to pos- 
sess him with that opinion; of which, although^ 
he were not persuaded himself, yet he judged it 
for the King's service, to divide Cromwell and the 
Army. On the other side, the Presbyterians were 
no less confident of their surmises ; and, amongst 
them, Cromwell^ told me, that my Lady Carlisle 
affirmed, that I had said to her Ladyship, that he 
was to be Earl of Essex, and Captain of the 
King's Guards. I had the honour to be well- 
known to her Ladyship, but, forbore, contrary to 
my duty and inclination, to wait on her, for fear 
of giving any umbrage to the Army^ she being of 
the contrary Party ; but, having received several 
messages from her Ladyship, by my Lady New- 
port and others, I waited on her. I was not long 
there, before Arpin came into her chamber, who 
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was an Adjutator^ and was sent-for, as I conceived, 

to be an eye-witness that I was in my lady Car- 

lule's chamber, though nothing passed between 

us but general discourses ; and I should have lyed 

if I had said any thing to that purpose. ButTheAgita- 

these and the like discourses made great impres- Army grow 

° * continually 

sion on the Army; to which Mr. AshhumhxinCs'^^^^^ 
secret and long conferences contributed not aj^e^mbui- 
little; insomuch, that thie Adjutators, who wereofcronf-"'* 
wont to complain that Cromwell went too slow 
towards the King, began now to suspect that he 
had gone too fast, and left them behind him: 
from whence there were frequent complaints in 
the council of the Army, of the intimacy Mr. Ash-- 
humham and I had in the Army ; that CromwelVs 
and Iretoris door was open to us when it was shut 
to them; that they knew not why Malignants 
should have so much countenance in the Army, 
and liberty with the King. These discourses, 
both in publick and private, Cromwell seemed 
highly to be offended with ; and, when he could 
carry any thing to his Majesty's advantage 
amongst the Adjutators, could not rest until he 
had made us privately partakers of it ; but withal 
he told Mr. Ashbumham and me, that, if he were 
an honest man, he had said enough of the since- 
rity of his intentions ; if he were not, nothing was 
enough, and therefore conjured us, as we tendered 
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his Majesty's service, not to come so frequently 
to his quarters, but send privately to him, the 
suspicions of him being grown to that height, 
that he was afraid to lie in his own quarters. 
But this had no operation upon Mr. AshbtJtmham, 
who alledged, that we must shew them the neces- 
sity of agreeing with the King from their own 
disorders. 
ThePariia- About three weeks after the Army had entered 
offers to London, the Scots had prevailed with the Parlia- 

the King 

proposi- ment for another solemn address to his Majesty, 
Peace, which was performed in the old propositions of 

September *^ r r 

7,1647. Newcastle, some particulars in respect to the 
Scots only excepted. The Army was very unwil- 
ling that the King should grant these Proposi- 
tions, of which the King advised with all the 
persons above-mentioned; who were all of opi- 
nion, that it was unsafe for his Majesty to close 
with the Enemies of the Army whilst he was in 
it. And therefore he followed the advice of all 
the leading part of the Independent Party both in 

But the the Parliament and Army, by refusing the arti- 

King re- 
jects them, cles, and desiring a personal Treaty ; whereof his 

Sept. 13, 

1647. Majesty thought the Proposals of the Army a 
better ground than the articles, though there 
were something in them to which his Majesty 
could not consent. We gave our friends in the 
Army a sight of this answer the day before it was 
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sent^ with which they seemed infinitely satisfied^ 
and promised to, use their utmost endeavours to 
procure a personal Treaty, and to my understand- 
ing performed it : for both Cromwell and Ireton^ 
with Vane and all their Friends, seconded with 
great resolution, this desire of his Majesty. But, 
contrary to their and all mens expectations, they 
found a most general opposition, and that this 
Message of his Majesty had confirmed the jealousy 
of their private agreement with the King ; so that Thegreater 

part of the 

the more it was urged by Cfromwell, &c. the more Army 

*' grows 

it was rejected by the rest, who looked on them thereupon 

*^ ' *^ induposed 

as their betrayers. The suspicions were so strong ^'^^ 
in the House, that they lost almost all their {J^^~|?^, 
friends there ; and the Army, that lay then about of cJS^ 
Puin^y were no less ill-satisfied : for there came-^^ 
down shoals every day from London of the Pres- 
byterian and Levelling Parties that fomented 
these jealousies ; insomuch that Cromwell thought 
himself, or pretended it, not secure in his own 
quarters. The Adjutators now began to change 
their discourses, and complained openly in their 
cotmcils both of the King and the Alalignants 
i^out his Majesty., One of the first they voted 
from him was myself. Thisy sak), that, since his 
Majesty had not accepted of their proposals, they 
were not obliged any farther to them ; that they 
were, obliged to consult their own safety^ and the 
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good of the Kingdom^ and to use such means to- 
wards both as they should find rational: iand^ 
because they met with ^ strong opposition from 
Cromwell and Ireton, and most of the superiour 
officers^ and some even of the Adjutators, they 
bad many private solemn meetings in London, 
where they humbled themselves before the Lord, 
and sought his good pleasure^ and desired that he 
would be pleased to reveal it to his Saints^ which 
they interpret those to be who are most violent or 
zealous (as they call it) in the. work of the Lord. 
Iliese found it apparent that God had^ on the one 
side, hardened the King^s heart, and blinded his 
eyes, in not passing the proposals, whereby they 
were absolved from offering them anymore; aaid, 
on the other side, the Lord had led Giiptivity 
captivcj and put all things under their feet^ and 
And a great therefore they were bound to finish the -Wwk of 

part of it "^ 

resoiYM to the Lord, which was, to alter tibe Government, 

seize the ^ ' 

^^'^^^ according to their first design: and to th]f» end 
tod^S^as^f^W resolved, to sei^e the King's Person^, and take 
Hid au^r him out of CromweWs hands. These 'prooeedlogs 

of all the . _ • ^nt Tt ' 'k w 

blood-shed Struck SO great a terror mto Cromwell and Ir^on, 

and misery « 

of the ute with others of the^ officers! that, we ;8upposed .bast- 

ciTUwar. ' '^'^ 

affected to us,-th€iEt they were of opinion the Army 
should be drawn to a rendezvous^ and theii: en- 
deavours used to engage them once more to 
adhere to the proposals. As soon as the tumqltu- 
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tons part of tha Army had notice of it, they re* 
solve(}> before the 4i^y of the r^idezvous, to seis;^ 
th6 King's Persoa. I had been now about three 
weeHs rwwved iCrpm the King, and aboi^ a fortr 
nigbi after toe M^. Ashbumham. Mr. Leg stiU 
remamed witfi hie Mejesty> and waited in his 
bed'-chainbw.- 
(About eight or ten days before the time ap^ The King 

resolves to 

pointed for the drawine-togedier of the Army, endeavour 

tomakehis 

Mr. Asklmrnham inyited m^ from L&ndon, and?fc*p« 

from 

Mr. Leg from ffampton-^Qmrty to dine with him coiS**^° 
on- a Sunday at DHUrn^ being the other side of the 
wat^; • They^^ were both there long before me^^^ofNo- 
an0 I a good while before dinner. , Bat just as^^^- 
ilinner was ready to come4n^ th&y^ todk me aside 
in the room^ and told me that his Majesty was 
really afraid of his life by the tumultuous part of 
the Army^ and was resolved to make his escs^pe; 
and that they had order from his Majesty to 
command me in his name to wait on his Majesty 
^ in his intendcid esoape. I repMed^ It was a great 
honour^ and accompanied with not a little danger ; 
but withal it was new to me^ and therefore no- 
thing occurred'to my thoughts at present but two 
things: the 'first Mras^ that I thpught it absolutely 
necessary that Mr. Ashburtihamy who kept the 
King^s moneys should immediately employ his 
servant Dutt<m, who was well-acquainted with the 
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coasts to proTide three or four lAips in several 
ports^ to be ready in all ereiits ; the second^ that 
I also might receive his Majesty^s commaiids im- 
mediately from himself. To the first they seemed 
to concur ; but nothing was ever done in it : which 
to this day amazes me. The other was effected, 
and I went the Tuesday night after to Hamptcn- 
Court privately, being introduced a back way by 
Mr. Leg. The King told me he was afraid of his 
life, and that he would have me assist in person 
in his escape. I asked, whidi way his Majesty 
would go ? his Majesty replied, that both Mr. 
Ashbumham^who was present, and I, should know 
that by fFilL Leg. TTie Monday before, Mr. Ask- 
humham and I went to the headquarters, to 
desire passes to return beyond the seas ; and by 
the way back he told me, that the Scots had much 
tampering with the King, but could come to no 
agreement ; that they would fain have his Majesty 
out of the Army, and to that end had much aug- 
mented his just fears ; and therefore asked me 
what I thought of his Majesty's coming privately 
to London, and appearing in the House of Lords? 
I replied. Very ill ; because the Army were abso- 
lutely masters both of the City and Parliament, 
and would undoubtedly seize his Majesty; and, if 
there should be but two swords drawn in the 
scuffle, they would accuse his Majesty of begin- 
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ning a new war^ and proceed With hkn adcof^d-^ 
mg}y. He thu^ asked me whieU; I tboiight of tiie 
Isle of Wight? I replied, '' better 4han of 
London^ though I knew nothing of it, nor who 
was Governour.** He replied, that he had bad 
some communication with the Govemonr of late, 
and conceived good hopes of him, but had no as* 
sarance from him. I then asked him, Why his 
Majesty would not make his retreat secure by 
quitting the kingdom ? He replied, that he would 
not, for two reasons y the first was, that the r^- 
dezvous would be a week after, and his Majesty 
waiS not'wilfing to quit the Army before that were 
passed ; because, if the superiour officers prevailed, 
they would be able to make good their publick 
engagement \ and, if they were overtopped, they 
must apply themselves to the King for their own 
security. The second was, that the Scots were in 
TVeaty with the King, and very n«ar to a conclu- 
sion of it ; which they would never come-to, but 
out of their desire to separate the King and the 
Army ; that, if the King went to them before tiie 
conclusion of it, they would hold him to impossi- 
ble conditions ; and therefore his Majesty was 
resolved to conclude with them first* In which 
advice Mr. A$hhumham was most positive, and 
told me often, ^^ that the world wouM laugh at 
us, if we quitted the Army before we had agreed 
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m^ the Scots ; ^^ and let them do so, replied I, 
pnividedhBsMdjestjrbe'flecnre.'^ On the fFeA^es^ 
da^, BB I take it; vfe Ix^i orders to iMnd spited 
hefrses' to Suit&n in Hampskb-e, a place where I 
lievfer'faald been ; add the^Tkiursday ailer, hid Ma- 
The King jasty^ wkh ^f^. JL^y ccMAe^^iit at tlie j^lo^ing -of 

escapes 

from thie ^vetifi9fe atid iDfiiaiediately'weaitft$>i4%r(te Oai-^ 

Hampton- 

^^ it^i^Adw tlnrotigh the foi!est; Where Us Majesty 
o'ctodk in ^^''^ ^^^ guid^: but'We lo8t our i*5qr> (though he 
Sa!^'?SX^>« "^^l^^q^K^ ^tt itJ thfe night bdng 
b^iS"" excesfiiVely dark and stcniny. Wbwi his Majesty 
irst sat-out^ he diflcoui^sed long With Mr. ^^^A- 
bumkamy and at last called me to Inpi^ and com- 
iisSoed very mu<di ^f the Scats Commi&n^oners^ 
Who were the first thftt pres^aAed his dangers to 
him, And ofiered him -Expedients for his^ escape: 
Imt^ when he proposed to nu^ce^i^e of^thoee th^ 
hiad oflfered^ th6y were full Of ol^ectiOils to them; 
sayings that his coming into L&ndm Was desperate, 
hid hiding m-Engldbid chimerical^ and Us eseape 
to JfTse^ preve&ted^ because my ship was disco- 
viered; Wbidi'partifiulary the Kihg said^ my iK>rd 
Ijaoeri^k had affirtoi^d. The Kiikg thereupon 
Mkedm^y if I had ever^a ship ready f I imswered, 
tiait I neither ^faad> nor could have, any^ hai/ipg 
not one penny of money ; that I had disired; ftfar. 
Aahhirnhfkn earnestly to m^e provision^ bi|t 
knew dot what he h4d done in' it. The King then 
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asked ime^ idiat iLiithoiiglal;' mig^t. be/tbe reason 
they^ skould say that I hadv one, and. that it had« 
been cfiscorored^ if I had none ? I replied^ It iras 
bard for me, to aJSSirm what was* their meaning in 
that particular^ or^ in general, in their manner of 
proceeding mith his, Majesty^ /but I did ooifec- 
tare/ that they were very daoiroifis to Imve Ms 
Majesty out of the Army ; wlu^h .made tiiem 
]^?esent his dangers to. Mm so frequently as tiiey 
bad done: and, in. the next i^aee, they de»r^ 
that hiSs Me^ssty. should, put himself again inte 
their hands, but wanted confidence, or, believed it 
would be. ineffectual, to move it direqtiy. to his 
Majesty, because they had given so ill an aeconnt 
of him, Tviiesi he was last with them ; and thece- 
foM they objected against thdr awnJBxpedient&of 
eitli^r coming openly into Lfrndouy or of obsciiciBg 
bimsdf in England. And, because; they could 
find no other i%ason against his going toJbMM^ 
they pretended that I had a Ship which had been 
discovered; believing, perhaps, that I was tbtaUy 
sepsu^ted from his l^s^esty, and.do shoold nofc 
bave had apy opportunity of contradicting, it ; and 
by tbis> means his^ MajeiMy, being .ekclu&d from 
all other means of. escaping, diould halve* been 
necessitated to make . use of Scotland. His .Mo^ 
jesty laid hb Jiand upon my shoulder, and said, 
f' I think thou art in the right/* and believed it 
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afterward more confidently than I did. I thea 
asked his Majesty ^^ which way he would go;** 
his Majesty replied^ ^^ that he hoped to be at Sutton 
'^ three hours b^ore day, and that, while our 
^^ horses were making ready, we would consider 
^^ what course to take.*' But, what by the l^igth. 
and ba&ess of the road, the darkiiess of the 
night, and our gomg at least tea miles out of our 
way, it was day-break when we came to our Ima 
at Sutton ; where our servant came out to us, 
and told us there was a Committee of the County 
then sitting about llie Parliamaifs business. 

His Majesty thereupon sent for ourborses out^ 
and we continued our way towards Sauth(xmptan ; 
and his Majesty resolved, that we . four should 
walk dowa the next hill with our horses, in oar 
hands, and, as we walked, consult .what we w^re 
to.do* Then I inquired^ if Mr. Ashhurnham had 
gotten a ship, and, finding he had not, I pr^osed 
going farther West, where I was sure I faad/some 
fdeaids would favour our escape : and; here again 
I found the two. reasons prevail^ of. not, leaving 
the Army before the rend&Evous wasr passed^ and 
rhe King the treaty with the Scots finished* His Mak^ty 

resolvei to ^ ^ 

ffotDthe resolved (and. that for the first time, for a^ht I 

^^»*- could then discover) to go for tiJi^ Jsh of fFight^ 

whither he i>rdered Mr. Ashbumham land me to 

go with these Instructions, by. word of mouth, to 
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the €k>yeni0ur Hammond^ and return to his Ma- 
jesty, who went with fViU. Leg to a house of my 
Lord Sauthamptanj at Titchfield; that we should 
carry him a Copy of the Letter his Majesty left at 
HampUmr-Cowt^ and of two Letters sent to him, 
one from CromweU^ the other without, a fiame. 
CromweWs and the other Letter contained great 
apprehension and fears of the ill^-int^itions of the 
Levelling party in the Army ami City against his 
Miyesty ; and that from CromweU added, that, in 
prosecution thereof, a new Guard was the next 
day to be put upon his- Majesty of that party. 
His Mi^est/s letter contained his distrust of the 
disorderly part of the Army, and his necesNsity 
thereupon of providing for his own safety, which 
he would so do as not to desert the interest of the 
Army : that, inorder thereunto, we should let the 
Oovemour know, that of all the Aimy his Majesty 
had made choice of him to put himself upon, as 
bdng a person of good extraction, and one, that, 
though he had been' engaged against him in the 
war, yet it had been prosecuted by him without 
any animosity to his' person, to which he had' 
been informed he had no aversion : only his Ma- 
jesty, that he might* not surprize him, thought fit 
to send us before to advertise him, and to desire 
his promise to protect his Majesty and his servants 
to the best of his power ; and, if it should happen 
VOL. II. y 
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that he might not be able to do it^ then the 
Govemour should obKge himself to leave us in as 
good a condition as he found ua^ that is^ suffer us 
to make our escape. With these instructions we 
parted : but, before I had gone ten yards, I re- 
turned to his Majesty, and said, I had no know- 
ledge of the Govemour, and therefore ooidd not 
tell whether he might not detain us in the Island ; 
and therefore advised hiis Majesty, if we eame not 
to him by the next day, that hiis Majesty should 
think no more of us, but secure his own c^scape. 
His Majesty thanked me for the caution, and 
pursued his way, and Mr. Ashbumham and I ours. 
The first thing we resolved was, that, since his 
Majesty 'went towards the east side of the island, 
that we would go-on to the west, to a place called 
lAmington, where Mr. ^^AAwmAam told me t"here 
was a short p^Aibge over. By the way, 1 asked 
Mr. Ashhurnhamii he hid any acquaintance With 
Hamnumd the Govemour. He replied, ^ Aot very 
much/* yet he had lately had some discourtfe 'With 
him'iipon the highways near Kingston, and found 
him not very avense to his Majesty; but that 
which made him conceive thie best hopes of him 
was, the character Mr. DenMm, and the commen- 
dations my Lady Isabdla Thynn g^ve 6f Min: 

We came to Limington that night, fttit could 
not pass, by reason of a violent stoi-m that blew. 
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The next morning we golroyer, and had then 
eilght miles to the ca«tle. of Carisbroke, where the 
Govemour dwelt. We came thither after ten in 
the mornings and foand. tlie Goyernour was newly 
gone-oiit toward^ Netvforf. When we overtook 
hin^ Mr. Ashhurnham desired me to open the 
mfitter to him^ which he would afterwards second 
himself. After I had £|al^d himj^ I took him 
ai^e^ and ddivered oipr fnessi^ to him word for 
word. But ^e gr^ so) pal^^ and fell into such a 
trembling, flmt I did really believe he would have 
f$41en off hfs horse: which trembling continued 
wit;h him at least an hour after^ in which he 
IxrokcTOut ix^|;o pa39ipn^te and distracted expres- 
sion!;^ sofnetimes saying> /^0 gentlemen! you 
^^ have findonq me by brii^if)g the King into the 
^Msland,-^if, at least^ you. have brought him; 
f^ and; if you have nqt^ pray let him not come : 
^^ for, what betweei^ my duty to his Majesty, and 
^^•my gratitude for this fjresh. obligation of confi- 
^^ dence, on the one hand^, and my observing my 
" trust to the army, on the other, I shall be con- 
^^ founded.'' Other while he would talk to a quite 
contrary purpose. I remember, that^ to settle 
bim the better^ I said^ that^ ^^ Qod be thanked, 
'^'there was no harm done; that, his Majesty in- 
^^ tended a favour to him and his posterity, in 
^^ giviiig him an occasion to lay a great obligation 
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'^ Upon him^ and such as was very consisting with 

^^ his relation to the army, who had so solemnly 

«* engaged themselves to his Majesty : but, if he 

^^ thought otherwise, liis Majesty would be far 

^^ from imposing his person upon him.* To that 

he replied, that then, if his Majesty should come 

to any mischance, what would the army and 

kingdom say to him, that had refused to receive 

him? To this I replied, that he did not refiise 

him, who was not come to him. He returned^ 

that he must needs know where his Majesty was, 

because he knew where we were; I told him he 

was never the nearer for my part. He then 

began a little to sweeten, and to wish that his 

Majesty would have reposed himself absolutely 

upon him, because it would have been much the 

better for both. I then went to Mr. Ashhumhamj 

and told him, that this Govemour was not a man 

for our purpose, and that for my part, I would 

never give my consent that his Majesty should 

trust him. Mr. Ashhumham acknowledged that 

he did not like him; yet, on the other side, he 

much feared what would become of his Majesty, 

if he should be discovered before he had made his 

point, and made appear what his intention was ; 

for then he would be accused of what his enemies 

pleased to lay upon him. I replied, that, if we 

returned not that night, his Majesty would be 
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gone to sea. I perceived- Mr. Ashbumhahi liked 
not that so well^ and therefore took the Gov^mour 
to task apart^ and^ after some conference^ they 
came both to me; and the Govemour said^that^ 
since we desired it^ he would say^ that> because 
his Majesty^ he believed, had made choice of him, 
as a person of honour and honesty^ to- lay this 
great trust upon, therefore^ he would not deceive 
his Majesty's expectation. I replied, that expres- 
sion was too general, and did not come home to 
6ur instructions. He then made many discourses 
not much to the purpose, during which time he 
kept himself between Mr. Ashbumham and me; 
and when he found me still unsatisfied, be added, 
that I was harder to content than Mr. Ash- 
bumham, and he did believe that his Majesty 
would be much easier pleased than either, and 
thereupon conchided that I should go into the . 
castle, and that Mr. Ashburnham should take his 
horse and go to the King, and tell his Majesty 
what he said;. I embraced the motion most 
readily, audi immediately went over the bridge 
into ^ the castle, though I Imd the image of the 
gallows very.perfectly be£ore me. Mr. Ashhumham 
went, I bdteve, with a better heart to horse; but 
before he was gone half a flight shot, the Govern 
nour . (being before the oastle-gate,) csClled to hini, 
and had a conference of at least a quarter of an 
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hour wtb him^ %o wtot pwppse I m^er knew 
until I aatoe intd Jiollmiiigk^ve a gm%lfimm of 
ggaod worth aiid quality told ii\e, l^^t th9 Gepver- 
nour affirmed aftemrai'ds in London^ and in ms^ 
plaoes^ tl^t he then offeired to Mr* J^bumhemp 
that I should go and ha Bhoidd Jlay> ^ hf^dting 
his Majesl^y to be less/«dlling to expose him thioi 
me^ httt thai; Mr* AshhMisvJksm abjsolntely r^uaed. 
Whatever ps^sed bet^ee» theni> I ^ssx sq^^e they 
eame both hac^ t^ me.i smd the QaY^r&our 
putting himqeU between w m^^ tib^t b^ would 
say that, vWch be WH9 wre onght to pont^^t mj 
r^i3onaJ>l6 mam whioh was^ thf^t he did believe 
bis Majesty relief «n )np, a^i en a person of b9- 
ncHir and honesty^ fmd th^refipro be did engage 
bimvelf to OS, to perf<»w whatever could be ^- 
peet^d from a peiwxn of honour and hcinesty. 
Before I could i»ake any, Mr. Jlikhmmkim made 
this reply, / will mkvm nwrt. The Governour 
then added, let us then all go to the King, and 
acquaint him with it» Mr. Aahhurnksm answered, 
with all my heart. I thsa broke from the Go- 
vemour^^who held me in lu» band, and went to 
Mr. ^«ilitfraAain,.andsaid^ what do you mow, to 
carry this man to the King before you know wbe- 
^ler .he will approve of thb undertaking or no? 
undoubtedly you. wiil surprise him. Mr* A^h- 
bumham said nething biit, fll warrant you : and 
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SO ycm dball^ said I ; for you know the King mnch 
better than I do^ and tliereforie whiein we shall 
come "tirhere the King is^ I assure you I will noi 
see him before you have satisfied his Majesty con- 
cerning your proceedings Well; he would take 
that upon him. I then desired he would not let 
the Qbvemour carry any other person with* him, 
that in all events we might the more easily secure 
him ; which he consented-to. Nevertheless, when 
we came to Cows Castle, where we were to take 
boat, Hammond took Basket^ (the Governotir of 
that castle) along with him ; and, when I com- 
plained of it to Mr. Ashhumhamy he answered, 
" It was no matter ; for that we should be able to 
do well with them two." When we came to Titch^ 
fieldy my Lord of SouthamptorCs House, Mr. Ash- 
bumhamy according to his prbtnise, went up to 
the King, and left me below with JSLammxmd and 
Basket. I afterwards understood, that when Mr. 
Ashbumham had given an account of our message 
and tiie Govemour*s answer, and came to say 
that he was come along with us to make good 
what he had promised, his Majesty struck himself 
upon the breast, and said, " What! have you 
** brought Hammond 'with you ? O, you have un- 
'^ done me; for I am by this means made fast 
*' from stirring.** Mr. Ashhirnharlfi replied, ^^ that, 
*^ if he mistrusted JBTammdwrf, he would undertake 
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'^ to secure him.'' His Miajesty said, ^^ I under* 
^^ stand you well enough ; but tl^e world would 
^^not excuse me. For if I should follow thftt 
'^ counsel, it would be said, and )ielieyed^ that he 
'' [Hammond] had ventured his life for me, and 
^^ that I had unworthily taken it from him. No, 
^^ it is too late now to think of any thing, but 
^' going through the way you hare forced upon 
" me, and to leave the issue to God." But, wh/en 
his Majesty began anew to wonder that he could 
make so great an oversight, Mr. Ashbumkam^ 
having no more jto reply, wept bitterly. In the 
mean time Hammond and Basket were so impa- 
tient at this long stay below in the court, that I 
was forced to send a gentleman of my Lord 
Southampton^ to desire. that hijs Majesty ajgid Mr. 
Ashhumham wou)4 remember that we were below. 
About half an hour after we \rere sent-for up; 
but before Hammond and Basket kissed his hand, 
his Majesty took me aside and said, ^^ Sir John 
'^ Berkley y I hope you are not so passionate as 
'^ Jack Ashhumham : do you think you ha^ve fol- 
" lowed my directions ?" I answered, " No, indeed, 
^^ Sir; but it is none of my fault, as Mr. Ashburn^ 
'' ham can tell you, if he please ; I have exposed 
" my life to prevent it.** And then I told his 
Majesty the sum of what had passed, and parti- 
cularly of my being a prisoner in the csustle, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. clxXVii 

of Mr. AshhurnhanCs coming away without me ; 
which Mr. Ashhumham had omitted. His Majesty 
judged that it was now too late to boggle, and ' 
therefore received Hammxmd cheerfully, who pro- 
mised more to his Majesty than he had done to 
us : and we all went over that night to the Caws. 
In the morning his Majesty went with the Gover- 
nour to Carisbrohey and was met in the way, by 
divers gentlemen of the Island, from whom we The King 
learnt, that we were more fortunate than we were j^^^ ca™- 

brook 

aware of; for the whole Island was unanimously g^^^^^^y 
for the King, except the Govemours of the castles, S^*^^! 
and Hammond^ s captains; that there were but"**"'®^*** 
twelve old men in the castle ; and that they had 
served under the Earl of Portland^ and were all 
well-affected ; that Hammond might be easily 
gained, if not more easily forced, the castle being 
day and night full of Loyal subjects and servants 
of his Majesty; and his Majesty having daily 
liberty to ride abroad, might chuse his own time 
of quitting the island. Indeed, not only his Mar- 
jesty, and all that were about him, but those that 
were at a further distance approved by their 
letters, this resolution of his Majesty. Both his 
Majesty and Mr. Ashhumham attackt the Gover- 
nour, and, I think, very prosperously ; for both 
he and his captains seemed to desire nothing of 
his Majesty, but that he would send a civil 
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message to the Houeai^ agnifyiug ^is propensiop 
to Peace i whicti was doi^e to their satiisfacti<^». 
Three days aft^r our coming to the isbiul^ a 
Messenger was s^t by the Farli^foevA, ior Mr- 
jishbumhap^, SAr^ofm^erfclpff, sind Mr« Leg : but 
At the the <^ovi^*Bour refused to let w go. The fifth day 

rendezvous 

of theArmy after our arrival, we heard timt in the rendezvottE 

the supen- 

''Sen rti?"^^ the Arpiy^ tiie ^uper^our officers had parried it^ 
JSJJ^t^^^l and tb^ one or two soldiers were shot, and elev^en 
n^iu7T*^<>V^ of the mutinying levellers made prisoners. 
Thii^ wade us bless God for the resolution of com- 
ing into the island : aad now Mr. Ashbwmham 
and the Goveraour were frequent and ferront in 
private €onferqiK2es, and (as I have heard) came 
to particiilars pf aec^iinmodation for him, in €ase 
4d the King's recovery : Insomuch that now the 
Gov6riM>ur seemed soUicitous of nothiiigsomuch, 
as that the Army should resmme its wonted difidr 
{dine, and dear themselves of their importunate 
<and impertment A^jntators, of whose autbo^y in 
jtbe Arapiy h^ had never approved ; and tbereforp 
be sent bis Chaplain immediately to the Army, to 
•i^oi^ure the superiour officers tp make use of tbdr 
^ccei^ upon the Adjutattors. Two or th^ee days 
^fter^ be moved earn^estly^ Itiat his Mi^esty would 
4es4 ene pf tis three to i^ fixmj with colourable 
letters io the Gen^o^ ; but that he should write 
with eonfidence to Cromwell and Iret^ to whom 
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he [the GDvemoiir] would also write : and lie did 
accordin^lj write to tbem^ coi^iiriDg tbem fay 
tbctr engagement^ by tfacsr interest^ by their hd- 
BQur^ ai^ their consoiencas^ to come to a i^peedy 
close witit the King^ and not to expose theBuselyes 
still to the fiEmtaatick giddiness of the Ad^tators. 
My two comrades were very well ecnitcnted^ that 
I idionld go this voyage ^ which I did not withovt 
some apprehension of the events as to my own 
pariieakir. His Majesty charged me to teqtiire 
ff^UL Ashhumham^ to provide a ship for hhn^ 
upon the coast iftSkissea : But Mr. Ashhwrnhcmi 
thought not fit> that 1 should be furnished with 
mc^ney for that^ or for my journey. I desired 
that^ \n ease the Army shduld not isrtend well^ I 
might have commission to the Scots; but Mr. 
Jtshbumham did not think it fit. I then took a sir John 

^ Berkley 

Coasin-Oerman of mine with me> one Mr. Henry carries let- 
ters from 
Be^Me^^ son to Sir Henry Berkley, and procured ^e^g to 

a pass from the Governotir of the Cows, for his J'j^^^. 

return within four or five days; which had beeti^^^ 

otherwise forgotten. Between Bagshot and fFind-^en^^ 

ser, (then the head-quarters) 1 met Trcmghtofi, '* 

the Govemour^s Chaplai»^ who told me he could 

carry no good news back^ the Army being as yet 

come to no resolution as to the King. As I was 

half-way between Bagshot and ff^indaifr, Comet 

^Jkyee (a great Adjutator^ and he that had taken 
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the King from Holmby^ overtook me. He seemed 
much to wonder that I durst adventure to come 
to the Army. Upon my discourses with him, I 
found, that it had been discoursed among the 
Adjutators, ^^ whether, for their justification, the 
King ought not to be brought to a trial ;*' which 
he held in the affirmative : not (he said) that he 
would have one hair of his head to suffer, but that 
they might not bear the blame of the War. I was 
quickly weary of his discourse ; but I perceived 
he would not leave me, until he saw me in 
JVindsor^ and knew where I lodged. About an 
hour after, I went to the General's quarters, and 
found a general meeting of the officers there. 
After an hour's waiting I was admitted, and, after 
I had delivered my compliment, and letters to the 
General, I was desired to withdraw ; and having 
attended half an hour, I was called-in. The 
General looked very severely upon me, and, after 
And is his manner, said, ^^ That they were the Parliament's 

coldly re- 
ceived by ^^ Army, and therefore could not say any thing to 

them* 

^^ his Majesty's motion of peace, but must refer 
*^ those matters to them; to whom they would 
^^ send his Majesty's Letters." I then looked 
about, upon Cromwell and Ireton^ and the rest of 
,my acquaintance ; who saluted me very coldly, 
and had their countenances quite changed towards 
me, and shewed me Hammond's letter, which I had 
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delivered to them^ and smiled with much disdain 
upon it- I saw that that was no place for me, 
and therefore went to my lodging ; where I staid 
from four until six, and none of my acquaintance 
came to me; which appeared sad enough. At 
last I sent my servant out, and wished him to see 
if he could light upon any of my acquaintance. 
At last he met with one that was a General 
Officer, who whispered in his ear^ and bad him 
tell me, that he would meet me at twelve at night, 
in a Close, behind the Oarter Inn. I came at the 

; 

hour, and he not long after. I asked him what 

news? and, he replied, "None good;'* and then 

continued this discourse. " You know, that I and Notwith- 
standing 
^^ my friend engaged ourselves to you ; that we t^e sup- 

^^ were zealous for an Agreement. And, if the*^®j**® , 

o ^ mutiny at 

" rest were not so, we were abused ; that, if there J|^®^^'^^ 
•• was an intention to cozen us, it would not be^ei^^l 
^^ long hid from us ; that, whatever we should dis- JlSlfn ^- 

1 wards pre- 

^^ cover, should not be secret to you ; that we, rails, and 

, Cromwell 

^^ since the tumults of the Army, did mistrust and ireton 

comply 

^^ Cromwell ; and, not long after, Ireton ; whereof with &em, 

° and resolve 

^^ I informed you. I come now to tell you, that^^^^y 
*^ we mistrust neither ; but know them, and all of 
^^ us, to be the archest villains in the world. For 
^^ we are resolved, notwithstanding our engage- 
^^ ments, to destroy the King and his Posterity; 
^^ to which end Ireton made two Propositions, 
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^ this afteriuMm; one^ that yoa should be sait 
^ prisoner to London ; the other^ that none should 
'^ speak with you upcm pain of death : and I do 
« hazard my life noir by doings of it. The way 
'^ that is intended to ruin the King> is to send 
^ eight hundred^ of the most disaffected of the 
^ Army, to secure his person, (as beKeving hia 
'' not so now,) and then bring him to a trial ; and 
'^ I dare think no farther. This will be done iA 
^^ ten days ; and, theerefore, if die King cdn escape, 
^ let him do it, as he lores his 1^/* 

I then inquired what was the reason of this 
horrid change ; what had the King done to deserve 
it : He said, ^ Nothing ; and tint to our grief: for, 
we would teap for joy, if we could have any adran- 
tage against him. I have pleaded hard agamst 
this Resolution this day ; but hare been faraghed- 
al for my pains." I then said». ^' Wdyt, but still, 
why is this horrid perfidiousness reaolyed^n, 
since there appears no oceasion for it^ the officers 
being snperiour at the rendezvous r He answered, 
^' that he could not tell certainly ; but he con- 
^* eeived this to be the ground of it v That^ though 
<« one of the MutincCTS was shot at the late Ren- 
'^ dezvouft, and eleven mrade {xisonerst^ and the 
^ test, in appearance^ overquelled, yet they were 
N.B. ^< SO for from being so indeed^ that there have 
^beeB with Cromwell and Jreton, one alter 
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^^ aaotlter, two third parts of the Amy to tell 
" them, th$t, jUiou^ they were certainiy to perish 
'^ in the attempt, they warfd leave nothing unes^ 
^^ Bayed, to fering the Army to their sense; and, if 
^* all failed, they ironld maloe a diyistion in the 
^ Army, end joiii with any that woidid aasiat in 
" the d^stdruction of their opposers. Crmm^U 
" and Ir^tm, therefore, ar^^ned thus ; If tiie Army 
^^ divide, the ^greatest part will join with the 
^ PimhyterianiS^ and will, in all likdihpod, prevail 
^ to our rain ; and we shall be forced to make 
^^ appJU^tions to the King, wherein we shall 
^^ rather crave thea offer any assistance; umI, 
^^ wh^i Mb Majesty shall give it us, and after- 
^^ wards have the good fortune to prevail, if he 
^^ shell then pardon ns. It is all we can pretend^q^ 
^' and more than we can promise onrsdves ; and, 
^^ t^^nen{)on, concluded^ ^ Hiat, if we cannot 
^^ l?riiig the Army to our sa^se, we must go to 
*^ theirs ; a schism being evidi^tly destructive/ 
^^ Ajcl4 therefore, Cromwell bent all his thoughts 
" to make his peace with the Party that was most 
^^ opposite to the l^ing; in which PeUrs was in^ 
^^ sti'umental. He then acknowledged, (as he had 
'' formerly done, i^on the like oeoaision) tbet the 
^^ Qlories of the World had so dazzlf d his eyes, 
^^ that he could not discern clearly the gi*eat 
^^ Works tl]^ Lord was doing; and said, that he 
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^^ was now resolved to humble himself^ and desire 
^^ the prayers of the Saints^ that God would be 
^^ pleased to forgive him his Self-seeking. These 
^^ Arts^ together with comfortable messages to 
^^ the prisoners (that they should be of good cheer ; 
^' for no harm should befall them^ since it had 
" pleased God to open his eyes) — ^perfected his 
^^ Reconciliation ; and he was re-instated in the 
'' Fellowship of the Faithful." I then asked this 
Gentleman^ whether I should not endeavour to 
deliver my letters from the King to Cromwell 
and Ireton : he replied^ ^^ By all means^ lest they 
should mistrust that I had discovered them.'' 

As soon as I came to my lodging, I dispatched 
my cousin^ Harry Berkley, to the Isle of fFight, 
with two letters; the one containing a general 
relation and doubtful judgement of things in the 
Army, which I intended should be shewn to the 
Govemour; the other was in cypher, wherein I 
gave a particular account of this conference, 
naming the person, and concluding with a most 
passionate supplication to his Majesty, to meditate 
nothing but his immediate escape. The next 
morning I sent Colonel Cook to Cromwell^ to let 
him know that I had letters and instructions to 
him from the King. He sent me word, by the 
same messenger, that he durst not see me, it 
being very dangerous to us both, and bid me be 
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asrared/that he would serve his Majesty as long 
as he could do it without his own ruin ; but de- 
aired that I woidd not expect that he should 
perish for his sake. > As soon as I had this answer^ 
I took horse for London^ with this resolution> 
^^ not to acquaint any man with the intentions of 
the Army, nor of his Majesty's intended escape ;" 
which I presumed would be within few days^ the 
wind serving, and the Queen having sent a ship 
to that purpose, and pressed it earnestly by her 
letters. The next day, after my arrival a,t LondoUy 
I had a letter from my Lord Lanerich^ and Lord 
Lauderdale, desiring a meeting with me, as pre- 
suming I had a Commission to treat with them 
from his Majesty. At our meeting they wondered 
to find the contrary. In my discourse Mni^th them^ 
I happened to say. The last words his Majesty 
said to me, at parting, were, " That whatever I 
^^ should undertake, to any person, in his name, 
^^ his Majesty would make it good on the word of 
^^ a King.** My Lord Lanericky thereupon, replied^ 
^^ that he would ask no more Commission for me; 
^^ believing it to be true, both, because I aflSirmed 
^^ it, and because he had received the like from 
^^ hift Majesty, upon the like occasion." Our. first 
conference was interrupted through my Lord 
LatiderdaUs vehement indignation against the 
letter I of Mr. Ashbumham to the Speaker, wherein 
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he had this passage^ Thea he would not expose his^ 
Honomr to the diseretum of either Scot or Adjti^ 
tadm^i This letter was written by Mr. .^^AAwrwAom, 
before I left the island^ upon the occasion of 
f^halley's complaint to the House of Commons, 
that Mn Ashbumham had broken his engagement 
with* him at his first coming to Woohumy wherein 
he undertook that the King should not leave the 
Army without his knowledge and consent.* Dr. 
Sheldon, Dr. Hammond, Mr. Leg and 1/ objected 
hard against this expression ; but Mr. Ashbumham 
liked it so well, that we could not make him de- 
part from it. On the Friday after, we had another 
meetings wherein we discoursed ourselves well 
towards an Agreement, and resolved, on Monday 
following^ to conclude one way or other. The 
next day, being Saturday, I had a letter from 
Mr. Ashbumham^ requiring me, in his Majesty's 
name, to lay-by all other business whatsoever, 

* Whalley's complaint to the Bouse of Commons that Mr. Ash- 
burtiliaxn had broken his eagagtment ^th hima^ Ms first oommg 
to Woohum, wherein he undertook that the King should not leave 
the Army without his knowledge and consentJ]- ''But for some 
** fifteen weeks I had Mr. Ashbnroham's engagement for the 
'' ELing*s safe abiding ¥dth me. And truly I must do him so 
** much right as to, declare that he dealt honestly and like a 
''gentleman with me. For about thrcQ weeks ago he came to 
" mej and minded nKofhis engagement, whichwas to continue no 
" longer than he gave me warnings which he told me that he now 
" didr Colonel Whalle/s Letter to the Speaker of the House 
of Commons. 
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and returti instantly to his Majesty. I sent^ 
therefore^ my excuse to my Lords Lanerick and 
Lauderdale^ and went that nig^ht out of town : 
which they took very ill, though they had no 
reason for it; for I would as willmgly have ex- 
cused my journey as they, as believing it was only 
to assist in his Majesty's escape: for I bad more 
than once observed, that, though Mr. Jlshbumham 
were willing enough to appropriate employments 
of honour and profit, yet he was contented to 
communicate those of dangier with his friends^ 
The next morning I was with bis Maj^ty> who 
received me more gradously than ordinaay, and 
told me that he had alw^s a good a|»nion of my 
honesty and discretiim, but was never so much 
confirmed in it, as by my dispatch from fFindsar ; 
for which his Majesty thanked me. After I had 
returned my acknowledgements for his Majesty's 
favour, I asked if his Majesty approved the advice 
so wdl, why did he not fpUow it ? Why was be 
still in the Island ? where he could not long pro- 
mise himself the liberty he now had, since there 
were forces designed, both by sea and land, to 
secure his person. His Majesty replied, that he 
would have a care of that time enough^ and that 
he was to conclude with the Scots before he left 
the 'Kingdom, because from their desire to have 
him out of the Army's hands, they tvould listen to 
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reason ; whereas, if he went away* before,, they 
would never treat with him but upon their own 
terms: and in this opinion Mx.Ashhurnham fully 
concurred with his Majesty. Against this, I argued 
the best I could ; and, when I saw it was in vain, 
I desired his Majesty would dispach this Treaty ; 
for that his condition would admit no delays. 
His Majesty then ordered me to withdraw with 
Mr. Ashbumhamy Dr. Sheldon^ Dr. Hammond^ and 
Mr. Legy to see how far his Majesty had gone in 
a Treaty with the Scots. This Treaty had. been 
managed in London by Dr. Oough, who, in the 
Queen's name, conjured his M^esty to make his 
speedy escape, in all his letters, and in his own 
name, beseeched his Majesty not to insist upon 
nice terms in this present exigence, of his affairs. 
But Mr. Ashhvrnham refined much lipon seveml 
expr^sions of the Articles, that concerned the 
Covenant, and Church of England, (of .which he 
was a great Professor,) and made iiumy replies 
and alterations, and moved, that messenger be 
sent after messenger about it, and at last insisted, 
that the King should send for the Scots Commis- 
sioners to come to him. The next day I fell sick, 
what with my late journeying, and what with my 
vexation at this slow way of proceeding. The day 
following I went to his Majesty, and, as soon as I 
could be admitted, spoke. to him.inth^e words: 
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*SKr, if yofamake no more haste than you do, I 
fdoubt t/ou will fiot be able to secure your escape ; 
andy therefore, I humbly beseech your Majesty to 
make two Papers or Draughts^ the one containing 
the utmost extent of what your Majesty will give 
the Scots^ and sign it; and, at the same time, send 
another, containing the least you will receive of 
them, and let the Scots sign, and deliver that tp 
Dr. Gough^ at the same time that he shall deliver 
your Majesty's concessions to them, and provide 
instantly for your safety. Aboiit the middle of 
this discourse with the King^ Mn Ashhumham 
came^in ; and when I bad ended, very graciously 
smiling, said, ^^ That this Proposition would be 
^* good, if it were practicable ; which it was not : 
^^ for, though the Scots should agree to the sub- 
^^ Stance of all the Articles, yet they, and all men 
^^ else, would have their several senses concerning 
^^ the expressions ; which must be satisfied, or no 
*^ Agreement could be made : and, therefore he 
.^ concluded, that the Scots were to be sent-for.** 
To this I replied, '^ that Mr. Ashhumham had 
reason, ordinarily speaking, for what he objected ; 
but that his Majesty's danger made this a very 
extraordinary case/' His reasons carried it dear, 
and Sir fFUliam FlemnUng, or Mr. Mungo Murray, 
(for they both went and came by turns) was sent 
to invite the aSoo^j Oommissioaers to come to his 
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Majesty* Ttie next day, after his dqiarture^ in 
the eieening^ the King called me to him, and told 
me, ^^ I think you are a Prophet ; for the Scots 
^^Commissioners at London have sent an express, 
^^ desiring me to do the same thing, in effect, as 
^^ you had moved ; but that it was now too late: 
*^ for they would be come*away, b^ore another 
^* exiMress could be gone out of the island towMds 
^^them." I replied, that our concurrence was 
accidental; for I had not the least intelligence 
with the Scots Commissioners : but, when I saw 
there was no remedy, I applied mysdf to what 
was the next best, I could. And, God knows, 
there was work enough for abler men than any 
of us were : for, at the same time that they, the 
Scots were coming to the King, there were also 
ThePariiaXommissioners sent by the Parliament to his Ma- 

ment sends 

Commis- jesty, with oiiers of a Treaty, upon condition that 

Bioners to 

the King, his Mtijesty, as a pledge of his future sincerity, 
w^lbiS "^^^^^ grant four Preliminary Bills, which they 
tion.^ro'^'^'^ brought ready^^lrawn to his Majesty's bands. 
^u cont The First contained the Revocation of idl Proda- 
o^Vto^ mations and Dedaorations against the Parliaat^t ; 
bills which wherein his Majesty made himi^lf expressly the 

they pre- 
sent to auttK)r of the war. The Second, was, against the 

him. 

No^ber Lords that had been lately made by Mb Majesty ; 

that they should have no seat, or vote, in Padia- 

-ment: and that nekher his Majasty, nor Us 
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sttoeessors shocdd make any Lords for the Aittu^e^ 
Mdth^ut consent of Parliament > which was to 
take*away the most nnquestioaed flower of his 
Crown^ that c^ his being the. sole fountain of 
Honour. The Third, was a Bill of exceptions 
from pardon, that included almost all of hijs Ma- 
jesty's subjects that had any considerable estates. 
The Fourth, was an Act for the Militia, which 
embraced ten times more power than the Crown 
erer exercised, for the two Houses, raising men 
and money arbitrarily ; whidi was neither more 
nor less than dethroning of the King, and en* 
slaving the people by a law, and, in effect, to give 
the King only the leave to discourse whose the 
glass windows should be. Nevertheless^ the Title 
and Frontispiece of this vast design, was so 
modest, that many weU-*wishing persons were iur 
duced to. believe, that, by all means, his Majesty 
ought to pass those Bills for many reasons ; but 
especially, because his^ enemies would deliver his 
Msyesty to the World, as obstinate to his own 
and the Kingdom's ruin, if he should not accept 
tfais«o£&r« To « avoid both the inconvenienoes of 
gi7a.nting or refusing, I drew an answer of the 
Treaty before it began; That, if they would nec^ 
think it expedient to require so great hostage 
frpm his Majesty^ they would not be backwiard to 
ghf€i some tokm to his Mi^ty of tbisir resdity> 
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and then diesired/at the same time, his Majesty 
should pass these four Bills^ the Houses would 
pass four of his Majesty's drawing, which were all 
most popular, and such as they durst not pass^ 
nor well deny : at least, if they did, they could 
with no colour of justice accuse his Majesty for 
not granting what was most unjust and most nn* 
popular. The First, was a Bill, for payment of 
the Army, which contained their disbanding, as 
soon as they were paid. The Second, a period to 
the present Parliament. The Third, for restoring 
the King, Queen, and Royal Family, to their re- 
venues. The Fourth, the settling of the Church- 
government without any co-ercive power; and, 
in the mean-time, till such a Government were 
agreed-on, the old one to stand, without co-ercive 
authority. I shewed this answer first to Mrl Leg, 
then to Dr. Hammond and Dr. Sheldon, who 
seemed to approve of the Expedient, and desired 
Mr. Ashhumhcmt would acquaint the King with 
it. But I never heard any thing from his Ma- 
jesty ; and I was resolved never to have it obtruded, 
lest I should appear fond of my own concepti<ms. 
By his Majesty's directions, an Answer was drawn, 
that gave a full denial ; which was, in my judge- 
ment, very well penned. But I thought good 
penning did not signify much at that time, and 
therefore made this objection : It is very ^possible. 
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tluit ttpmi his Majesty's giting an absolute Nega^ 
tive, the Commissionns may ha^re orders^ to enjoin 
thig GoTeraour to look more strictly to hk person ; 
aiKd so kis iiKten4ed escape would be prerented. 
His Ma|esty repMed immediately, That he had 
thought of a reomedy^ which was, to deliver his 
Amwev, sealed, to the Commissioners ; and so left 
us. I cottld not hold ftom letting Mn Ashbum- 
ham find my sense of thia sorry expecUent, by 
sciy^g> that the Commisilioners would either, 
c^n the Answer, or conclude that, in effect, it 
was a denial, and proceed accordingly: but all 
WW in vain. Some few days after, the EngUshThe 

^ ^ English 

Oomimssioners arrived and deliv&r^d their mes-^ommis- 

Bionen 

sag^ and derired an Answer within three or fourP^^^!,^^^ 

° '■ four Bills 

days. The next day, the Lords Lowdan, Lanerick,^^^^ 
Lmiderdaley Gkiesfyy and .others. Commissioners ^^' ^^^' 
fbr the Kingdom of SeotUmdy delivered a Protes*- 
tation to the King, subscribed by them, against 
the message, as not according with then- Covenant. 
Iftota that time they began to treat seriously with 
\A» Majesty^ but would not permit, that, either 
Mru Athbmnkmn or I should assist at the Treaty : 

" The Scot- 

for wiilcb I f<M*give them with all my heart ; fo^*^?;^^ 
it would, have been very insecure for us to l»ve^*^^ 
Iliad Saay coumunioation with them at tibat time.^||f^^^ 
At last^ they came to sudi a conclusion, as they^t^^ 
cimld get; not such a one as they desired from^ustion. 

VOL. II. 2 b 
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the King^ but much short of it: which gave aii> 
advantage to the Lord Argyh, and the Clergy- 
party in Scotland^ to oppose it^ as not satisfactory : 
ahd^ by that means^ retarded the proceeding ot 
Duke Hamilton^ and that army^ four months: 
Which was^ consequently, the ruin of Langhom 
in Wales y and of the forces in Kent and Essex i, 
smd of the Scots Army also, which consisted of 
twenty-four thousand men ; all which forces were 
I the result of the Treaty ; which appears to.oie^ if 
it had been sooner dispatched, to have! been one 
of the most prudent Acts of his Majesty's Reign,^ 
however unprosperous. When the time was qome^ 
that the King was to deliver his Answer, hi3 Ma- 
jesty sent for the English Commissioners, aady 
before he delivered his Answer, asked my Lord 
Denbigh (who was the Chief Commii^ioner,)^ 
whether they had power to alter any substantial, 
or circumstantial, part of their Message; and, 
when they replied, ^^ that they had not/ his Ma^ 
jesty delivered his Answer to the Lord Denbigh 
sealed. After they had withdrawn a whiH ^J 
^^nt to ^^ Denbigh returned wilii the rest, and seemed 
Bui^pre. <>ffended with his Majesty for delivering ^ 
iim%^ Message sealed, and expressed his inequation 
•ioo^sof in harsher terms than one Gentleman ought to 

die Parliar 

ment. De- usc to auothcr. After loug expostulati(»is. his 

ceinber28, 

1647. Majesty was persuaded to open his Answer ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. €XCV 

which was ^o far from allaying the storm^ that it 
increased it both in the Commissioners and the 
Governour, who, all together, retired from the 
Castle of Carisbrook to Newport, an English mile 
from the Castle. As soon as they were gone, I 
went to Mr. Ashhwrnham, who told me, he had 
isiewly dispatched-away a footman over the water, 
to order four or five horses to be removed from 
the place where they then stood, lest they should 
be found and seized by the soldiers, that wer^ 
coming into the Island. I conjured him by no 
means to do it, lest the winds or the Parliament's 
irigates, might force us, in our escape, and we 
should want horses. He, thereupon, sent a groom 
after him, and brought him back ; but withia 
few hours after, sent him again with the first 
iorder ; but upon what ground I know not, unless 
4;hat of good husbandry. That night, or the next 
anoming, his Majesty resolved to endeavour his 
escape ; but he met with two great obstacles : 
the Wind in the very instant became cross, and 
the Governour returned from Newport full of 
iury, and locked-up the gates, and doubled bis 
guards, and went not to bed that night. In thpinconse. 
jnoming he commanded all his Majesty's servants ?hb^i^, 
irom him. Before we took our leaves, we acr Hammond 

donblesthe 

quainted his Majesty, that we had left the Captaw s^^^' 
of the FVigate, and two honest and trusty Gentlerueti ^^''«' 
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I 

of the Island^ to assist his escape9;an4 Ihat we 
would have aU things in readiness on jtheiio^bw 
side of the water. His Majesty commanded n$ 
to draw a Declaration in his mane that nighty and 
send it^to his Majesty in the morning, wlien,^e 
came to Newport. fFilL Leg and I left Mr. 
Ashhumham and the rest in the Inn^ and.wenft t# 
an acquaintance's house of ours in the town; 
where, after we had staid an hour, we heardi a 
drum beat confusedly ; and, not long after thftt> one 
Captain Burley, witii divers others, were riaeni. to 
rescue the King. Upon this Mr. Leg iaud I went 
to the Inn> where we f<mnd Mr. AshlfunAefm 
making spe^^hes jbo^those poor well-aiffectod Peo^be^ 
advii^ng them to desist from their vain EnterpriML 
I must confess! thought any commnnicaJwn of 
ours with them dangerous^ and therefore I advised 
Mr. Ashhumham not to say any thing to diem; 
for, when his words were out of his mouthy others 
Would interpret tkeni, and say he said what th^ 
pleased. And it was well for him and us that we 
did soi; for theprssoners. were not only examined 
concerning us, but were promised Liberty and 
Pardon in case they woald accus<b us ; and th^ 
Govemour of the Cows had order fram ffammmd 
to pttt us oil ship-board^ and to carry us to^Londan, 
upoi^ suspicion that we were accessary to ttds 
Risings which was a design so impossible for 
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those that nnder-took it to effect^ (they consisting 
chiefly of women and children^ without any arms, 
saving one musket,) that, no sober man could 
possibly have been engaged in it. I was desired, 
thftt) wght, to draw tti@ ]>e«larM)qn for his Af%- 
jesty ; which I did, and i^ wjis approved-of by all 
but Mr. Ashbumham, and at last published in his 
Mf^My'sName. Aftw, we bad.fitfl)()i on ithes oth^r 
side of the water, about thl1e«^WQekSi..e:(fl9fi(iAg. 
tiie King's coming owsr to M, and hsgrnekt laet 
to despair of it, I moved to Mr. AshhvBfmhfim%, 
MiuLe^, and Mr*.2>aii&aiii.(wbo wtf$ tbm .ciM^e 
to ufi.firomXoTi^fon,) that Mame.t#iw.migtifc befienC 
io.tiiQ Queen frimi us alVrwhifehiW^MiuCOilj^eitfad'^ 
to,; and I was made elM>io6^bf<by th^iMtto^golanl 
that business. 
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VJI. 

Of Sabnonei, and his '' Hist&ire dea TVonbles 
d^AngUterreJ' 

In justice to Salmonet, as T?ell as for the sake of 
Ashburaham, a few brief nolaees and remarks oa 
the hfistorian and his history must not here be 
omitted. 

Menteith de Salmonet must have been^ accord- 
ing to Dr. Johnson's definition^ ^^ a very sturdy 
'^ moralist indeed." '(^ He was a Scotchman ; and 
he knew that Ashbumham had the reputation (as 
lord Clarendon asserts) of ^^ detesting the Scotch." 
This appears from the observation annexed to his 
translation of a passage in Berkeley's Memoirs. 
^^ La lettre d'Ashbumham^ outre ces paroles por- 
^^ toit encore celles-cy^ qui pouvoient en v^rit^ 
^^ irriter les Ecossois ; — quHl tCexposeroit pas sa 
^^ vie et son honneur ni pour F Ecossois, mf pour 
^^ VAgitateur. Ces termes estoient esgalement 
^' impertinens et injurieux ; et c*estoit une hwrible 
^^ imprudence en Ashbumham^ dans la deplorable 

* '' A Scotchman must be a very sturdy moralist indeed, 
*' who does not love Scotland better than truth." Tour to the 
Hebrides. 
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^^, qonjuncture des aifairei& du Roy^ de vouloir :de 
^^ gay6t6 de coeur choquer toute une nation^ qui 
"estoit seule capable de les remettre dan& leur 
*V premier est&t.** 

Menteith de Salmonet was an ecclesiastic of 
the Romish persuasion; and he had learnt fromr 
Berkeley's Memoirs^ if he had been otherwiser 
ignorant of it^ the &et which he hai^ himself thua, 
stated ; — ^^ mais Ashbumham vouloit feire paroitrC; 
^^ son z&lB pour la diose^ qu'il appelloit I'Eglise 
" Anglicane*"* This knowledge of Ashburnham'a 
septiments and principles was not likely to make 
a very favourable impression either on the Scc^h-t 
man, or the Churchman. On the contrary Sal-* 
raonet very strongly^ as natur^y^ expresses far 
other feelings. 

Finally Menteith de Salmonet was attached tp^ 
and patronized by the celebrated Cardinal Retz> 
to whom be has dedicated his Histqire des Trou- 
bles d'Angleterre. Hence there can be no doubt 
tiiat the information which he obtained of ^ the 
passii^, events in England^ and of the persons 
principally engaged in . thiem must have . been 
tinctured with aU the partialities and prejudices 
of the queen and of her court i* where Ashbumham 

• * *' Mr. Ashburnham haying found upon his address to the 
'' queen at Paris> on his first arrival^ that his abode at some 
'' other place vrould not be ungrateful to her majesty^ removed 
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bad found as Httle fkvoiir^ as Idrd &t»mAmi 
tiould ever baTi6 expected to find respect. That 
such were his intimacies and connections may be 
fairly inferred from his having been fevoured ^th 
the commumcation of Berkele/s Memoirs ; which 
he has very exactly translated. Yet, whenever 
he discovers sir John departing from truth, he 
ceases to follow sir John. Ihus, where we find in 
the original, (whether wittingly or not inserted,) 
that falsity of Col. Whalley's having ctmipldmed 
in his letter to the Speaker that ^ MrlAshhumham 
^ had broken his engagement with him, ^c.'* the 
truth is substituted in the translation. For Sal- 
monet says — ^^ Qually avoit escrit k lA chambre 
^^ qu* Ashbumham ayant engag^ sa parole h. Woo- 
^^ bume, que S. M. ne quitteroit pas Farm^e k son 
^* inscu, it r avoit retirS^ par ordre de S. M., 
^^ quelquesjour devant sa retraite : et lui avoit dit 
** pour raii^on qu'il voyoit qu^on ne parloit plus 
** qu' Ecossois k la cour depuis qndi^e temps." 

Here then is another strong instance in proof 
that Stilmoneft, Scotcbtaan as he was, did not 
prefer Scotland to truth. But that, which abovts 
all shews how conscientiously, scru^ulcrassly, and 
featlessly be atited up to the sentiment^ which 

^' to Rouen : where he had the society of ttiany^ who had served 
*' the king in the most eminent qualifications.'* Clallsndon*s 
History, vol. v. p. 448. 
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the most autbentie of all: histoiiaas^ only professed^f 
— ^^ Ut nequid falsi dicere SMideat> nequid yeri 
^ non audeat/' is his reflection after.having related 
the manner^ in whidi the king; became Hammond's 
prisoner. 

^ Ce n'est pas qu AsAibumham manquat ni de 
^^ tendresse pour la personne du Roi, ni de.^^le 
'^ pour le service de sa Majesty : ayant toujours 
*^ 6t6 reconnu pour I'un de ses plus fideles et plus 
'^ passion^s serviteurs. Mais il croyoit que les 
^^ ai&ires du Roi seroient entiferement ruin6s, s'il 
^^ quittoit le royaume devant de conclure avec les 
*^ conf^d^r^s d'Ecosse, et de tirer quelques avan- 
" tages des d6sordres de I'arm^e. Et comme il ne 
^^ voyoit cependant aucune retraite plus assur^e 
" que dans lisle de Wight, il esperoit que le 
^^ Gouvemeur feroit les choses, qu'on d^siroit de 
" lui, de meilleure grace qu'il ne les avoit promises, 
^^ et qu'il ny auroit aucune risque ^ courir pour sa 
" Majesty." 

How diflferent is this from lord Clarendon's 
worse than ^^ most lame and impotent conclusion !" 
In which he indirectly pronounces Ashbumham 
not guilty of the charges, which he himself has 
directly brought against him. It is impossible 
that they should bow to this hypothetical acquittal 
raised on an unreal basis of imaginary compul- 

VOL. II. 2 c 
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sioitt,* who bielielr« but a tittid of the pretended*^ 
faets «o cireumstabtially distailBd^ so peren^itoi^y 
affirmed> and ^i^ m^steriaUy {H^<Mnu]g«^^ It is 
eqimlly impossible that the ttoble faistomn cam 
ever have meant either that his readers shooid 
adopt his opitiion, w rejebit his statemtot. 

* " If I were obliged to defiver my o^ "dpimon I should 
«' declaim that^ 8cc." If I wefe imphxk tlmt^ iapoint of &et, f 
am not obliged to deliver my own opiaion. If then I am not so 
obliged^ I do not declare that^ which I should only declare^ ifl 
were so obliged. 

t For these pretended facts briefly reoafdtukted^ see Vin^- 
cation^ vol. i. p. 384. 
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VIIL 

Ifird ClarendmCs Characters ^ thqse illustrious 
and eminent Persons with whose esteem and 
friendship John Ashh%iTnham is hfown to have 
been honoured i and to which reference has been 
given in the Biographical Notices at page 15 <f 
this volume. 

Bishop Warburton says if^ a note (vol. Hi. p. 549 
of the History of the Itebellion) th^tr-r'' Nothmg 
^^ can give one a higher idea of the virtue and 
^ integrity of this great historian (as well as of 
^^ his incomparable eloquence) than his characters*" 
For the latter part more especially of this just 
eulqgium^ (though given in a par^dieds) who 
can refiii^^ or hesitate to assent ? 

Perhaps it may be ssid^ that the peculiar 
excellence^ which distingpiabes lord Clarendon 
from other historians^ is similar to that^ which has 
secured tp Vandyke his high rank^ so d^ervedly 
held among painter;. Were the one to be de- 
prived of his cha^^ters^ 9p4 the other of his 
portraits^ th/ere would be, respectively, in either 
graduated 43cale of comparative merit a f^, egual 



Digitized by 



Google 



cciv Appendix. 

€o that of the quicksilver in a thermometer from 
*^ summer heat" to " temperate.** 

THE MARQUIS Of HERTFORD. 

Hut. " The marquis of Hertford was a man of great 

yol. iii. 

p. 540. <f honour and fortune, and interest in the affection 
" of the people ; and had always undergone hard 
'^ measure from th^ court, where he long received 
" no countenance, and had no design of making 
^ advantage from it. For, though he was a man 
" of very good parts, and conversant in books, 
^ both in the Latin and Greek languages, and of 
" a dear courage, of which he had given frequent 
" evidence ; yet he was so wholly given up to a 
*^ country life, where he lived in splendour, that 
^^ he had an aversion, and even an unaptness, for 
" business : besides his particular friendship with 
" the earl of E^sex, whose sister he had married, 
'^ his greatest acquaintance and conversation had 
" been with those who had the reputation of being 
^* best aflfected to the liberty of the kingdom, and 
" least in love with the humour of the court ; 
^ many of whom were the chief of those who en- 
" gaged themselves most factiously and furiously 
^^ against the king. But as soon as he discerned 
*^ their violent purposes against the government 
"established, before he suspected their blacker 
" designs, he severed himself from them ; and. 
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^^ from the beginning of the parliainent^ never 
*r concurred with them in any one vote disho- 
" nourable to the king, or in the prosecution of 
*^ the earl of Strafford. He did accept the go- 
" vemment of the prince of Wales, as is mentioned 
^^ before, purely out of obedience to the king ; and, 
^* no doubt, it was a great service ; though for the 
^^ p^formance of the office of a governor he nevet 
^' thought himself fit, nor meddled with it. He 
'^ left York, as is remembered, to form an army 
^^ for the king in the west, where his interest was ; 
^^ but he found those parts so corrupted, and an 
^* army from the parliament was poured down so 
*^ soon upon him, that there was nothing for the 
" present to be done worthy of his presence ; so 
'^ that he sait the small party, that was with him, 
" farther west to Cornwall % where, by degrees, 
^^ they grew able to raise an army, with which 
^^ they joined with him afterwards again ; and 
^^ himself returned to the king at Oxford, about 
*' the time When the treaty begun.'* 

" TTie marquis of Hertford was a man of gi*eat Histyoiai. 
" honour, interest, and estate, and of an universal 
" esteem over the whole kingdom ; and though 
" he had received many and continued disobliga- 
^^ tions from the court,from the time of this king's 
*^ coming to the crown, as well as during^ the 
*' reign of king James, in both which seasons. 
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^^ more than ordinary care had been taken to (Ms- 
^^ counteaDADoe and lesaen his interest ; yet he liad 
^^ carried himeelf with notable steadiness^ from 
^f the beginning of the parfiament^ in the support 
^^ and deftaioe of the king's poirer and dignity^ 
^ notwithstanding all his allies^ and those with 
^^ whom he had the greatest fomilisuity and friend- 
^fhkpf ware of the opposite party; and nerer 
*^ concurred with them against the earl of Straf- 
^ ford; whom he was known not to love, nor in 
^^ any other extravagancy. 

^^ And thai, he was npt to be shaken in his 
^' affection to the govsrnment of the (diureh ; 
<^ though it was enough known that he was in no 
^' degree biassed to ^Qny great inclination to the 
^ person of any churchman* And with all this, 
^ that party carried themselves towards him with 
^^ profound rei^»eet,fiot presuming to venture dieir 
^^ own credit in endeavouring to lessen his." 

THB flARI^ OF SOyTHAMpTON. 

Hbt '^ Tbe earl of Somfehami^on was indeed a great 

p?54L ^^ laan m idl rt^qiects; e^id brought vary nmoh re- 
'^ pataticffi to the kmg's cause. He was of a 
'^ natOT0 much lacMned to melancholy, and being 
'' bom a yvHUi^ier brotii^r, s»d h» fsitha- and his 
'^ elder brother dying up<m the point together, 
^^ whilst he w«u3 but a boy, he was at first much 
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^' trottbied to be oalted my io^d^ and with tfaie 
^^ noise of attendance } iso mudi he then delighted 
^^ to bb :aidi»B« He. had ja .great spirit ; he had 
*^ nevir had any €onver8atit>n in the conrt^ not 
'^ obligation to it. On the contmry^ he hadnn- 
^^ dergone i^oioe bardehip from it ; ^hich made it 
^^ believed^ that he wduid h^ve been reaxly to have 
"^^ taken all occasions q£ being sev^e (borfrardB it. 
^^ And therefore, in the beginning of tlie parfia- 
^^ ment, no man was nKdre courted by the mcu^ag^n^ 
^' of those designs. He had great diidike cf the 
^^ iiigh oo'ttrses, whichi had been taken in liie go^ 
^^ VemfBenl^ and a parliculair pr^ndice lo tkefeari 
^^ of Striifiord^ for wme ^elDorbitaiit prooeedingis. 
^' Bift^ as iBoon as he saw tlie tn^ays of reveietice 
^^Mid duty tewlards tbe k«jg declined, and the 
^^ prosecution oi i\x^ earl of StraHbrd to existed 
^^ th^ Hmits of j^tke, he opposed them vtgolHmsly 
^^ ill all thdr ^oc«dnig& He Was a inaa of ^gtie^ 
^^ sharpness of judgment^ a very quick apprdien- 
^^ s]on> and that readiness of expresi&iB upon mny 
^^ istiddc^ debate, that iuo uan ddvreml iiiniself 
^^ more advantagemidy and wei|;biily, sasA wore 
^^ efficaciously with the hearers ; so that no man 
'^ gave them more trouble in his opposition, or 
^^ drew so many to a conenrrence with ilnm in 
ffwion. He :had 910 relation 1;o, or dependence 
' upon, the court, or purpose to have any ; but 
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" wholly pursued the public interest. It was long 
*^ before he could be prevailed with to be a coun- 
'^ sellor^ and longer before he would be admitted 
^' to be of the bedchamber ; and received both 
'^ honours the rather, because, after he had re- 
*' fused to take a protestation^ which both houses 
^* had ordered to be taken by all their members, 
*' they had likewise voted> ^ that no man should 
^^ ^ be capable of any preferment in church, or 
" 'state, who refused to take the same;' and. he 
''would shew how much he contemned those 
" votes. He went with the king to York ; was 
" most solicitous, as hath been said, for the offer 
" of peace at Nottingham ; and was with him at 
"£dge-hill; and came and stayed with him at 
" Oxford to the end of the war, taking all oppor- 
" tunities ta advance all motions towards peace ; 
" and, as no man was more punctual in perform- 
" ing his own: duty, so no^ man had more melan- 
" choly apprehensions of the issue of the war ; 
" which; is all shall be said of him in this place, 
" there being frequent occasions to mention him, 
" in the continuance of this discourse.'* 

THE LORD COLEPEPPJBR. 

Hist.yoi.ii. ''The housc of commons, being at this time 

p. 93. * 

" without any member,. who, havmg relation to 
" the king's .service, woul^ express any zeal for it. 
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^^ and could take upon him to say to others, whom 
" he would trust, what the king desired, or to 
*^ whom they who wished well could resort for 
^^ advice and direction ; so that whilst there was 
^^ a strong conjunction and combination to disturb 
*^ the government by depraving it, whatever was 
'^ said or done to support it, was as if it were 
'^ done by chance, and by the private dictates of 
" the reason of private men; the king resolved to 
^^ call the lord Falkland, and sir John Colepepper, 
'^ who was knight of the shire for Kent, to his 
^^ council ; and to make the former secretary of 
^^ state in the place of Vane, that had been kept 
^' vacant ; and the latter chancellor of the exche- 
** quer, which oflSce the lord Cottington had re- 
^' signed, that Mr. Pym might be put into it, when 
^^ the earl of Bedford should have been treasurer, 
^^ as is mentioned before. TTiey were both of 
^^ great authority in the house ; neither of them 
^* of any relation to the court ; and therefore what 
^^ they said made the more impression ; and they 
^^ were frequent speakers. The lord Falkland was 
*^ wonderfully beloved by all who knew him, as a 
^^ man of excellent parts, of a wit so sharp, and a 
^^ nature so sincere, that nothing could be more 
" lovely. The other was generally esteemed as a 
^^ good speaker, being a man of an universal un- 
'^ derstanding,a quick comprehension, a wonderful 

VOIi. II. 2 d 
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*' mcitnory^ who commonly spoke at tbe end of 
'' the debate ; when he would recollect all that 
^^ had been said of weight on all sides with great 
^' exactness, and express his own sense with much 
^' clearness, and such an application to the house, 
^^ that no man more gathered a general coticur- 
*' rrace to his opinion than he ; which was the 
^^ more notable, because his person, and manner 
'^ of speaking, were ungracious enough ; so that 
^^ he prevailed only by the strength of his reason, 
'* which was enforced with confidence enough.** 

iiist.Toi.ii. ** The king about this time, having found the 
^' inconvenience and mischief to himself of having 
'^ no servant of interest and reputation, and who 
^^ took his business to heart, in the house of com- 
" mons, had made the lord Falkland and sir John 
'^ Colepepper, both members of that house, and 
^' of unblemished reputations and confessed abili- 
*' ties, of his privy council; and the one, the lord 
*^ BVilkland, his principal secretary of state, and sir 
♦* John Colepepper, chancellor of the el&chequer ; 
'^ as is said before. And so, having now gotten 
'^ two counsellors about him, who durst trust one 
'^ another, and who were both fit to be treated by 
** him, which he had been without above a year 
" past, to his and the kingdom's irreparable dis- 
" advantage ; he thought fit to publish a decktra- 
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^' tion to all his subjects^ in answer to the remon- 
" strance he had lately received from the house of 
^^ commons^ and vi^ dispersed throughout the 
*^ kingdom.'' 

''The lord Colepepper ' was a man of ffi:eatufe,Toi.i. 

p. 319. 

" parts^ a very sharp and present wit, and an uni- 
'' versal understanding ; so that few men filled a 
'' place in council with more sufficiency, or ex- 
'' pressed themselves upon any subject that oc- 
'' curred with more weight and vigour. He had 
*' been trusted by the late king (who had a sin* 
'' gular opinion qf his cournge and other aibilitiee) 
'' to wait upon the prince when he left his father, 
'' and continued still afterwards with him^ or in 
'' his service^ and in a good correspondence with 
'' the chancellor.'' 

SECRETARY SIR EDWARD NICHOLAS. 

^^ Secretary Nicholas was a very honest and HUt. 

Toi. iii. 

'^ industrious man, and always versed in business ; p- 449. 
^' which few of the others were, or had been. 
" After some time spent in the university of Ox- 
" ford, and then in the Middle Temple, he lived 
^^some years in France; and was afterwards 
" secretary to the lord Zouch, who w^ a privy- 
*^ counsellor, and warden of the cinque p^rts; 
^^ and thereby he understood all that jurisdiction. 
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" which is very greats and exclusive to the admi- 
^' ral. And when that lord^ many years after, 
^^ surrendered that office to the king, to the end 
"that it might be conferred upon the duke of 
" Buckingham, his secretary was likewise pre- 
" ferred with the office ; and so, in a short time, 
" became secretary of the admiralty, as well as of 
" the cinque ports ; and was entirely trusted and 
" esteemed by that great favourite. After his 
"death, he continued in the same place, whilst 
" the office was in commission, and was then 
" ii|iade clerk of the council, from whence the 
" king called him to be secretary of state, after 
" secretary Windebank fled the kingdom ; upon 
" his majesty's own observation of his virtue and 
" fidelity, and without any other recommenda- 
" tion : and he was in truth, throughout his whole 
" life, a person of very good reputation, and of 

" singular integrity." 

* « * # # # # 

Life, Toi. i. " Secretary Nicholas was a man of general good 

p. 319. 

" reputation with all men, of unquestionable in- 
" tegrity and long experience in the service of the 
" crown ; whom the late king trusted as much as 
" any man to his death. He was one of those 
"who were excepted by the parliament from 
"pardon or composition, and so was compelled 
" to leave the kingdom shortly after Oxford was 
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'^ delivered up, when thie king was in the hands 
^^ of the Scots J Hie present king continued him 
^^ in the oflSice of secretary o£ state, which he had 
" so long held under his father. He was a man 
^^ of great gravity, and without any s^mbitious or 
*^ private designs ; and had so fast a friendship 
'^ with the chancellor for many years, that he was 
^^ very well content, and without any jealousy for 
^' his making many despatches and other transac- 
^^ tions, which more immediately related to his 
^^ office, and which indeed were always made with 
" his privity and concurrence." 

SIR PHILIP WARWICK, 

[Member for the town of Radnor was disabled 
by the same vote, which on the 5th of February, 
1643, declared his " friend, Mr. Ashburnham" in- 
capable of sitting in parliament, ^^ for being in 
^^ the king's quarters, and adhering to that 
^^ party."] 

For the right understanding of the following 
eulogium it is necessary to transcribe some portion 
of the preHminary matter, from lord Clarendon's 
Life.] , 

" Hereupon the king one day called the chan-Life, 

Tol. iii. 

^^ cellor to him, and told him, ' that he must p- 27. 
" ^ speak with him in a business of great confi- 
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*^ ' dence^ and which required great secrecy ;' and 
'^ then enlarged in a great commendation of the 
*^ tresfiurer,* (whom in truth he did very much 
'^ esteem^) ^ of his great parts of judgment, of his 
^^ ^ unquestionable integrity, and of his general 
^^ ' interest and reputation throughout the king* 
'^ ^ dom. But with all this,* he said, ' he was not 
*^ ^ fit for the office he held : that he did not nn- 
" ^ derstand the mystery of that place, nor could 
'^ ^ in his nature go through with the necessary 
^^ ^ obligations of it. That his bodily infirmities 
'^ ^ were such, that many times he could not be 
*' ' spoken with for two or three days, so that 
'^ ' there could be no despatch ; of which every 
^^ ^ body complained, and by which his business 
^^ ^ suffered very much. That all men knew that 
*^ ^ all the business was done by sir Philip War- 
^^ ^ wick, whom, though he was a very honest 
'^ ^ man, he did not think fit to be treasurer ; 
" ^ which he was to all effects, the treasurer him- 
'^ ' self doing nothing but signing the papers 
'^ ^ which the other prepared for him, which was 
" ^ neither for the king's honour iior his.** 

^^ His majesty concluded, ^ that he loved him 
'^ ' too well to disoblige him, and would never do 
^^ ^ any thing that would not be grateful to him : 

* The earl of Southampton. 
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" ^ but he bad some reason^ even from what he 
^^ ^ had sometimes said to bim^ to think that he 
" ^ was weary of it^ and might be easily persuaded 
'* ^ to deliver up his staff, which his majesty would 
" ^ be very glad of; and therefore he wished that 
" ^he, the chancellor, who was known to have 
^' 'most interest in him, would persuade him to 
" ' it, in which he would do his majesty a singular 

'* ' service.** 

« * « * * # * 

The chancellor ^ most humbly and with much ufe, 

vol. iii. 

'• eamestntes besought his majesty * seriously to p. 30. 
" ' reflect, what an ill savour it would have over 
^' ' the i^hole kingdom, at this time of a war with 
*' ' at least two powerful enemies abroad together, 
** ' of so great discontent and jealousy at home, 
" ' and when the court Was in no great reputation 
** ' with the people, to remove a person the most 
'^ ' loved and reverenced by the people for his 
** ' most exemplary fidelity and wisdom, who had 
" ' deserved as much from his blessed &ther and 
** ' himself as a subject can do] from his prince, a 
'^ ' nobleman of the best quality, the best allied 
*l ' and the best beloved j to remove at such a 
" ' time such a person, and with such circum- 
*' ' stances, from his councils and his trust : for 
" ' nobody could imagine, that, after such a mani- 
" ' festation of his majesty^s displeasure, he would 
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" * be again conversant in the court or in the 

f ^ ' council^ both which would be much less es- 

^' ^ teemed upon such an action. That many 

'^ ^ with the same diseases and infirmities had 

» 

*' ^ long executed that office, which required more 
'^ ' the strength of the mind than of the body : all 
" ^ were obliged to attend him, and he only to 
" ^ wait upon his majesty. 

^^ ' That it was impossible for any man to dis- 
" ^ charge that office without a secretary: and if 
'^ ^ the whole kingdom had been to have preferred 
^^ ' a secretary to him, they would have com- 
^' ^ mended this gentleman to him whom he 
" ^ trusted, who had for many years served a 
^^ ^ former treasurer in the same trust, in the most 
^' ^ malignant, captious, and calumniating time 
'^ ^ that hath been known, and yet without the 
*^ ' least blemish or imputation ; and who, ever 
'^ ^ since that time, had served his father in and to 
^^ Hhe end of the war, and himself since in the 
^^ ' most secret and dangerous affiiirs,' (for he 
^^ had been trusted by the persons of the greatest 
'^ quality to hold intelligence with his majesty to 
" the time of his return ;) ' so that all men rather 
" ' expected to have found him preferred to some 
'^ ^ good place, than in the same post he had been 
" ' in twenty years before ; which he would never 
" ^ have undertaken under any other officer than 
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^^ ^ one with whom he had much confidence^ and 
" * who he knew would serve his majesty so well. 
^' ^ Yet/ he said, ' that whoever knew them could 
^^ ' never believe that sir Philip Warwick could 
" ' govern the lord treasurer/" 



THE END. 



Printed hj W. Nicol, CleTeland-ioir, St James's. 
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